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Southern Lebanon (June 1982) 
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I. FOREWORD 

When Israel launched Operation Peace for Galilee on 6 June 1982, all eyes, in Israel and 

the world, turned to the battles in which Israel’s troops engaged the full Palestine 

Liberation Organization (PLO) military array for the first time. Few suspected the 

extent of the PLO hold on southern Lebanon, or imagined the amount of military 

hardware which the organization had accumulated over the years on Lebanese territory. 

Still more surprising, however, was the myriad of documents seized in the local and 

regional headquarters of the various PLO factions. In the city ofNabatiye alone, some 

22 different headquarters, representing as many groups within the PLO, were captured 

and destroyed. In practically all of them, files were seized which illuminated the 

ideological and operational aims of the PLO with regard to Israel, revealed the ramified 

connections between that organization and the Eastern bloc countries in support of 

international terror and exposed other activities, such as trading in drugs and meddling 
in other countries’ affairs. 

As the fighting in Lebanon subsided the destitute people who had been driven from their 

towns and villages by PLO terror since 1975 began to return. For example, Nabatiye in 

the south which had been evacuated by its inhabitants after prolonged PLO terror and 

repeated massacres, began to reabsorb thousands of families as soon as the PLO was 

expelled. The repatriated refugees told horrifying stories of expulsion, rape, intimidation 
and murder suffered at the hands of PLO members. They expressed their joy that the 
PLO was gone, and their hope that they could now rebuild their homes. 

Both the written documents seized at PLO offices and the eye-witness evidence attesting 

to PLO behaviour towards the Lebanese population should be instructive for both the 

general public and specialists. They constitute part of the tragic recent history of that 

part of the Middle East. The editor, who found the task of collecting documents and 

interviewing returning refugees quite daunting, received generous assistance from many 

individuals and institutions. Much of the material reproduced here was made available 
by the Israel Defence Forces (IDF). The Israel Broadcasting Authority, and especially 

the Arabic television department, were very helpful in transcribing some of the inter¬ 

views. I am also grateful to the officers of the IDF Civilian Aid Unit who assisted me in 

the interviews I conducted in various parts of Lebanon, to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

for arranging my trip through the war-affected zones of Lebanon and to the Israel 

Information Centre which provided the technical facilities for the publication of this 
volume. 

Jerusalem, 30 August 1982 





III. INTRODUCTION 

Israel s incursion into Lebanon in June 1982 aimed at freeing its civilian population 

of the northern Galilee, from the threat of Lebanese-based PLO artillery attacks and 
guerrilla raids. It was the culmination of a long series of events which had made a 

shambles of Lebanese unity and sovereignty. Lebanon’s plight was not the result of 

Syrian and PLO occupation alone. The country’s long history of disunity ultimately 
led to its dismemberment and foreign intervention. 

Indeed the ethnic, cultural and religious make-up of Lebanon is so varied as to defy 

the conventional definitions of nationhood. Each ethno-cultural-religious group is 

not only subdivided among itself (Sunnis and Shi’ites among Muslims; Maronites, 

Greek Orthodox and Greek Catholic among Christians), but these subdivisions tend 

to be further exacerbated by family and clan rivalries and controversies, which at 

times take on the appearance of “political” differences (for example, the “socialist” 

Druze led by the Jumblatt clan as against the conservative Druze led by the Arselan 

clan). Add regional antagonism (south against north; Mt. Lebanon against the 
coastal cities), the Palestinian influx in 1948 and then again in 1970, and the 

amazingly complex residential patterns (Druze within Christian areas; Christians 

within Muslim areas; etc.), and you have a recipe for constant clashes, bickering, 
competition and one-upmanship. 

Between 1945, when Lebanon became independent from the French, and 1975, 

successive governments were able to preserve the country’s independence and terri¬ 
torial integrity. Nearly all the Arabs recognized Lebanon’s separate identity and its 

title as an Arab state which it won through membership in the Arab League. Syria, 

however, never recognized the Lebanese polity, and is the only Arab country which 

has never established regular diplomatic relations with Beirut. Its claims to “Greater 

Syria” have of necessity limited its contacts with the Lebanese to talks between 
leaders of the two countries — or to military occupation. 

Lebanon’s distinctive situation was reflected in its modest military structure on the 

one hand and the phenomenal growth of its economy on the other. Indeed, a 

large-scale army, which Lebanon could have economically afforded, would have 

brought into focus its domestic inter- and intra-communal dissensions and created 

chaos instead of stability. Thus, Lebanon left its defences to the “guarantees” of 

France and the Arab League members, and adopted a very low profile on the 

Arab-Israeli conflict. The Lebanese channelled their energy, creativity and enterpris¬ 

ing spirit into business, trading and banking. The country became a major clearing 

house for Arab oil money. Lebanon continued to survive as an island of free political 

discourse in the Arab world, while attempting to maintain the delicate, uneasy 

balance between its various communities. 
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In 1958, Nasserist sentiment led to public support among some Lebanese Muslims for 

the incorporation of Lebanon into the United Arab Republic of Egypt and Syria. 

President Camille Chamoun felt incapable of toning down Muslim fervour; he feared 

that full-fledged intervention by his Christian-dominated army in the disturbances 
could end in civil war. Pierre Jemayel’s Christian forces tried to take on the battle in 

“private,” but they proved inadequate to tackle the Muslim-inspired rising which 

signalled the first cracks in the country’s fragile political structure. 

President Chamoun called in the United States Marine Corps, which eventually left 

Lebanon when a new president, Fouad Chihab, was elected. Stability seemed to be 
restored. 

PALESTINIAN INTERVENTION 

Until the 1967 Six-Day War, at least some of the 200,000 or so Palestinian refugees in 

Lebanon were well on their way to assimilating into the existing political system. The 

refugees presence both within and outside their camps hardly posed a problem to the 

Lebanese authorities. After the mid-1960’s, however, when the Fatah group began to 

take the lead in the PLO, the Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon became the 

setting for paramilitary training, political propaganda, mass mobilization, social 
radicalization and arms stockpiling. 

The Syrians, who had grudgingly witnessed the Lebanese state grow and prosper 

outside their grip, now saw a golden opportunity to arm, train, finance and dominate 

the PLO armed groups as possible surrogates in Lebanon. Despite their discontent at 

the sight of growing PLO power in Lebanon, the Lebanese felt impotent to arrest the 

process, much less undo it, for fear of Syrian intervention or renewed civil distur¬ 

bances or both. PLO groups began to surface in Lebanon’s major cities and towns to 

operate in the full light of day, and use their Lebanese base to launch worldwide acts 
of terror, such as plane hijackings, bombings and killings. 

By the 1970 s, a PLO state-within-a-state had emerged in Lebanon, with its own 

administrative and military services. The PLO systematically encroached upon Leba¬ 

nese sovereignty, and provoked Israeli reprisal raids against its forces inside Lebanon. 

The Lebanese had no choice but to provide it with political and diplomatic shelter. 

Lebanon desperately sought to accommodate PLO wishes while preserving what 

remained of its sovereignty, but all attempts to limit Palestinian raids against Israel 

from Lebanese territory ended in failure. At times Israel reacted violently against 

attacks on its civilian population centres, airlines and embassies, as when it raided 

the Beirut airport in December 1968, or launched the April 1973 commando opera¬ 
tion against PLO headquarters inside the Lebanese capital. 

As early as 1968, the Lebanese Army had, in practical terms, renounced its supervision 

of those areas of Lebanon which had come directly under PLO rule: the Palestinian 

refugee camps and the southeastern region of the country. “Fatahland,” at the foot of 

Mount Hermon, was a particularly important sanctuary for the PLO because of its 
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contiguity with Syria, which enabled the Ba‘ath regime in Damascus to provide 

logistic backing to the Palestinians. Remote and isolated, especially in view of the 

firm Syrian refusal to allow operations from Syrian territory, the PLO began to 

cultivate revolutionary’ myths and symbols drawn from a wide range of communist 

and anti-Western ideologies from Mao to Castro, Guevara and Ho Chi-minh. 

Guerrilla warfare,” “Arafat trail,” and the “revolution growing from the barrel of 

the gun became household words in the PLO. The now familiar unshaven faces, the 

acts of terror, the repeated hijackings and the much-publicized training in such 
monstrosities as tearing apart live chickens, drinking the enemy’s blood or mutilating 

their prisoners, added much impetus to the glorification of the “Palestinian revolu¬ 

tion,” which was solidifying its launching base in southern Lebanon. 

In October 1969, serious clashes broke out in southern Lebanon between the Leba¬ 

nese Army, which was fighting a rear-guard battle for the restoration of some 

semblance of order in the country, and the PLO, which was unwilling to accept any 

limitations on its activities against Israel. President Charles Helou of Lebanon urged 

Nasser to restrain the PLO and its patrons — the Syrians — only to succumb to a new 

“compromise solution” under which the Lebanese government would facilitate PLO 

incursions from Lebanon into Israel, in return for a Palestinian commitment to 

refrain from interfering in the domestic affairs of its host country. However, after 

“Black September” in 1970, when the main base of PLO activity was eradicated in 

Jordan, Lebanon became the one country where the Palestinian squads could secure 

a political, military and logistic base. The Lebanese Army desperately attempted to 

prevent the PLO military takeover of southern Lebanon and even ventured, at the 

price of all-out military clashes, to disarm PLO militants travelling outside their 

camps. The Syrians, however, openly backed the PLO, both politically and logisti- 

cally, until finally the Beirut government resigned itself to a new “agreement” with 
the PLO. 

A long string of skirmishes, negotiations and compromises followed one another 

during the years 1970-77, but they could not stabilize the situation for any length of 

time. Any such “agreement” to yield authority and sovereignty to a foreign body was, 

by definition, detrimental to the central government. When open clashes broke out in 

Sidon in April 1975 between the PLO and the Christian forces, who could no longer 

bear the central government’s impotence, they soon spread all over Lebanon. 

Although the fighting took place mainly between Lebanese Christians (now dubbed 

“rightists” or “conservatives” by the media) and a coalition of the PLO and the 

Muslims (who won the new epithets of “leftists” and “progressives”), it also exposed 

internecine quarrels between various factions within each major division. In any case, 

the war was long and cruel and its main victims were Lebanese civilians. In the capital 

city of Beirut alone some 50,000 people lost their lives, 200,000 others were wounded 

and many hundreds of thousands, mainly Christians, were uprooted from their 

homes and lands by the PLO and the Muslim left, and forced to either migrate to 
other parts of Lebanon or leave the country. 
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In the process, the Lebanese Army was dismantled, with its various communal 

components joining their respective co-religionists, or simply deserting. The Leba¬ 

nese government could no longer function, despite the election in 1976, under Syrian 

guns, of a new president, Elias Sarkis, by the hurriedly-convened parliament. The 

president and his cabinet barely controlled the vicinity of the presidential palace, 

while the rest of the country was carved up between the belligerent groups (see map). 

Many attempts were made by various Arab conferences to settle the Lebanese crisis, 

but all they yielded were dozens of “cease-fire agreements” which were violated as 

soon as they were signed. The “all-Arab” troops brought to Beirut in June 1976 to 

supervise the cease-fire, in accordance with the resolutions of a conference in Cairo, 

soon proved inadequate for the task, while the internal Lebanese conflict, in which 
the PLO now took an increasingly crucial part, kept raging. 

THE SYRIAN TAKEOVER 

Events in Lebanon took a new turn in the summer of 1976, when Syria decided to 

move in directly and stop pretending it was merely implementing “all-Arab” resolu¬ 

tions. While, in April 1975, Syria had made no secret of its support for Muslim PLO 

and other pro-Syrian elements in Lebanon, a year later it attempted to create a new 

order in Lebanon, which would perpetuate the communal divisions in Lebanese 

politics and would place the Lebanese state under a defacto Syrian protectorate. The 

Christians, who feared extermination at the hands of the PLO and other “leftists,” 

reluctantly consented to the proposed arrangement, thus pulling the rug out from 

underneath the “natural allies” of the Syrians — the PLO and the left. The latter 

rejected the offer as no longer reflecting the new demographic balance in Lebanon 

and renewed the fighting. Syria, fearing that the PLO-leftist coalition would take over 

Lebanon and set it onto a separate course, sent in troops in May 1976 to take over the 

major cities and roads. The Christians joined in the fighting on the Syrian side and in 

August 1976, conquered Tel al-Za‘tar, the PLO stronghold in Beirut, thus signalling 

what they thought would be the beginning of the end of PLO domination in Lebanon. 

By late summer, Lebanon was divided into three de facto areas of control: the Syrians 

in the north and east controlled some two-thirds of the country; the Christians in the 

north now dominated East Beirut, the northern part of Mt. Lebanon and parts of the 

littoral around the port of Jounieh; and the PLO-Muslim coalition now ran West 

Beirut, the Tripoli area and southern Lebanon. In September 1976, the Syrian and 

Christian forces launched a combined offensive against the PLO-Muslim coalition in 

both Mt. Lebanon and the south which resulted in the military collapse of the PLO. 

In October 1976, at the Riyadh Summit, a new cease-fire was agreed upon, restoring 

the situation in Lebanon to its pre-April 1975 shape. The Cairo Agreement of 

November 1969 was invoked to limit PLO activities within Lebanon but to “permit” the 

Palestinians to channel their terrorist operations against Israel. At the summit, whose 

terms were reaffirmed by the second Cairo Conference of October 1976, it was agreed 

that the Syrians would henceforth make up the bulk of the “all-Arab peace-keeping 

orce in Lebanon. The Syrians also proceeded to disarm the various parties. In 1977 

the level of violence escalated once again into a full-fledged war between the Chris- 
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tians and the PLO, especially following the murder of leftist leader Kamal Jumblatt 

in March. The Shtura Conference in Lebanon, in July 1977, at which new attempts 

were made to work out an arrangement between the parties, also ended, in effect, in 
deadlock, although an “agreement” was announced between Syria, Lebanon and the 
PLO. 

When the PLO-Muslim coalition had been subdued and stripped of its previous 

formidable military clout, the Syrians thought the time was ripe to turn against the 

Christians. In July 1978, they launched massive attacks on the Christian strongholds 

in both East Beirut and Mt. Lebanon, slaughtering thousands of Christians and 
arousing violent anti-Syrian resentment. The Syrians may have calculated that their 

massacres of the Christians would alter the demographic balance in Lebanon irre¬ 

versibly, and thus vitiate Christian claims to political dominance. Early in 1979, an 

attempt was made to reach a new settlement and the Lebanese government agreed to 

revive the Lebanese Army; the non-Syrian elements of the Arab peace-keeping force 

left Lebanon, leaving the Syrians supreme and unchallenged. In April 1981, after 

their expectations that President Sarkis would act firmly against the Christian-held 

enclaves were not met, the Syrians launched a fierce attack on Christian East 

Beirut and on the city of Zahleh in the Beqa’a (Lebanese Valley). The Syrians hoped 
first to induce Zahleh to surrender, and then take on the remaining Christian 

strongholds. The Christians fought back in defiance of the Syrian siege, but they 

could do little against the air assault on 9,000-foot Mt. Sinnin, which they held as a 

strategic link between western Lebanon and the Christian positions in the Beqa‘a. 

When Israel intervened on behalf of the besieged Christians and shot down two Syrian 

helicopters, the Syrians introduced their SAM ground-to-air missiles into Lebanon in 
an attempt to limit Israel’s freedom of action in the air. 

TERROR BASE IN THE SOUTH 

After Syria’s takeover of Lebanon in 1976, and more so following its alignment with 

the PLO in 1977, the latter was able to reinforce its bases in southern Lebanon 

without incurring the risk of intervention on the part of the practically non-existent 

Lebanese Army. The south was not only beyond the reach of either the Lebanese or 

the Syrians, but it was also heavily populated by Palestinians on the outskirts of Tyre 

and Sidon. Moreover, it was conveniently located along the southern border so as to 

facilitate PLO operations and acts of terror against Israel. Thus, while in 1975 the PLO 

focused its attention on Beirut and northern Lebanon and the south was conse¬ 

quently quiet, the situation was reversed in 1977 when the Palestinians were defeated 

elsewhere in Lebanon by the Syrians and the Christians. After the fall of Tel al-Za‘tar 

to the Christians, the PLO began transfering men and war materiel to the south 

rather than acceding to Syrian pressures to surrender heavy arms and other equip¬ 

ment positioned in its camps near Beirut and Tripoli. 

The accelerated PLO build-up in southern Lebanon was aided by the group’s allies in 

the Lebanese “left” and among groups such as the Communist Party (whose slogans 

can still be seen all over southern Lebanon) and the pro-Iraqi Ba‘ath Party, both of 
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which were strongly entrenched in Tyre, Sidon and the Shi‘ite villages. The local 

Christian militias, the only possible counterweight to PLO-leftist power in southern 

Lebanon, were too weak and too isolated from their compatriots in the north. Sa‘ad 

Haddad, a Lebanese army major, took command of the militias in the south, acting 

independently of the northern “Lebanese Front.” These militias, initially organized 

in three separate enclaves, sought and obtained access to one another via Israeli 

territory through what had become known, since the summer of 1976, as the “Good 

Fence.” The Fence, erected by Israel to protect its northern border from PLO raids, 

now turned into a point of contact and a channel through which Israel extended help 

to the people of southern Lebanon fleeing from PLO terror. Thousands of Lebanese 

villagers began to receive treatment in Israel’s clinics at the Good Fence and to seek 

work in and do business with Israel, now that their ties with Beirut and other war-torn 

cities were all but severed. As a de facto state of peace grew between Israel and its 

Lebanese neighbours in the Haddad enclave, the Christian and Shi‘ite militias asked 
for and obtained military assistance from Israel to defend themselves against con¬ 
tinued PLO harassment. 

In the meantime, PLO activities against Israel from southern Lebanon continued to 

escalate, reaching a climax, on 11 March 1978, when an Israeli civilian bus was 

intercepted by Palestinian terrorists and almost all its occupants murdered. The 

Israeli army marched across the border, on 15 March, in order to mop up the PLO 

bases in southern Lebanon, in what became known as “Operation Litani.” The goal 

was to destroy the PLO’s logistic and support network up to the Litani River and to 

prevent its future regrouping in that area. Israel subsequently withdrew under United 

Nations and American assurances that the UN Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) 

would frustrate any PLO attempt to retake its bases and launch further attacks 

against Israeli population centres. It quickly became evident that neither UNIFIL 

nor international “guarantees” would prevent renewed PLO deployment in many 

parts of southern Lebanon; only the Haddad-held and Israeli-backed enclave was 

off-limits. The PLO worked to undermine the Security Council resolutions on which 

the UNIFIL mandate was based. At times they simply and brutally told the “blue 

helmets” to leave choice strongholds and military positions (notably Beaufort Cas¬ 
tle), and stationed their own people there instead. 

To counter these moves, Israel, in 1979, adopted a policy of hitting the PLO directly 

within southern Lebanon and strengthening local Lebanese opposition to the terror¬ 

ists. The three enclaves now acquired territorial contiguity in a 5-8 by 50 mile belt 

with a mixed population of Christians and Shi‘ites, who for the first time cooperated 

through their joint militias to ward off PLO attacks. In April 1979, Haddad declared 

his territory to be Free Lebanon.” He professed to have no separatist aspirations; 

his declaration was a protest against Syrian and PLO occupation of the rest of 

Lebanon and a statement that genuine Lebanese sovereignty, free of any foreign yoke, 
existed only in the territory held by his militias. 

The PLO continued to use southern Lebanon as a launching pad against Israel. It 

also consolidated its hold on large areas of Beirut and other coastal cities, which 

became logistic centres, equipment and ammunition depots, training bases for infan- 
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try and naval forces, supply ports, and launching grounds for terrorist missions 
against Israel or Israeli or Jewish interests abroad. In the south alone, some 6,000 
PLO people were encamped in dozens of different locations, 700 of them within 
UNIFIL-controlled territory. They openly operated jeeps, mortars and artillery, 
including 130mm Russian-made guns, 155mm French-made guns, 122mm, 130mm 
and 240mm Katyusha rockets made in the Soviet Union and 107mm Katyushas 
made in North Korea. An anti-aircraft network of 14.5mm and 23mm guns together 
with shoulder-launched missiles afforded them a strong air defence. In view of this 
arms deployment, the militias in the south could not agree to surrender their arms, for 
fear of being slaughtered by an uncontrollable PLO. 

At the beginning of 1980, the PLO sent its elite Ein-Jalut Brigade to the south, to fill 
the gap between the Zaharani River and the city of Damour which had been captured 
from its Christian population. For the first time, the organization introduced large 
quantities of T-34 tanks — 500 in all — to reinforce its forces and to challenge both 
the area under Haddad and Israeli towns and villages in the Galilee. PLO acts of 
terror against Israel continued unabated, including artillery and Katyusha shellings 
and attempts to land in Israel from the sea (November 1979 and June 1980). Israeli 
and Haddad forces reacted by bombing, shelling, strafing and mounting commando 
attacks on selected targets inside the PLO zone. Following a particularly intensive 
exchange of fire between the PLO and Israel, in July 1981, when the PLO military 
array seemed to be on the verge of collapse, a cease-fire was arranged under United 
States auspices. 

However, from July 1981 to June 1982, under cover of the cease-fire, the PLO 
pursued its acts of terror against Israel, resulting in 26 deaths and 264 injured. When 
Israeli warnings went unheeded, air raids were mounted against the PLO on 21 April, 
9 May and 4 and 5 June 1982. The PLO responded with a full range of artillery, tank 
and mortar fire on the Israeli population of the Galilee, forcing Israel to launch 
Operation Peace for Galilee on 6 June 1982. 
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IV. PLO IDEOLOGY AND PRACTICE 
[Documents 1—6] 

Much has been said and written about the PLO’s Palestinian National Covenant, 

both its original version and the amendments introduced to make it seem more 

palatable to Western public opinion. The controversies over what the covenant 

means, and the “moderate” notions occasionally injected or read into it by PLO 

representatives and sympathizers in Europe, have considerably blurred the issues at 

hand and blunted the document’s explicit anti-Israel import. Every year, when the 

Palestinian National Council convenes, we are assured that “this time” the covenant 

will be amended to reflect the “new mood of moderation within the PLO.” Each time 

these expectations prove unrealistic. At other times, “informed evaluations” by 

“reliable circles” have it that Arafat’s Fatah group, the major component of the PLO, 

is in fact “moderate” and is seeking “reasonable” ways to accommodate Israel and 

come to terms with it. If only the Israelis were less intransigent and more reasonable, 

it is said, it would be possible to work out a compromise between Israel and the PLO. 

These “sources” “reassure” Israel that the PLO does not really mean to destroy it, 

and that its abandonment of the explicit rhetoric of “throwing the Jews into the sea” 
reflects a change of mind among the Palestinian leadership. 

The following documents, all dating from 1980 or 1981 and intended for internal 

consumption, present the PLO, notably the Fatah group, as it actually sees itself. 

They reflect in no uncertain terms the real goals of the organization, as stated in 
Fatah’s 1980 political platform: 

The liberation of Palestine, a full and complete liberation; the annihilation of the Zionist 

entity in all of its economic, political, military and cultural manifestations. . . and the 

establishment of an independent democratic Palestine which would rule the entire land of 
Palestine. 

There is no attempt at euphemism here. The destruction of Israel, even its cultural 

aspects, is a precondition to its replacement by a “democratic Palestine” in the entire 

land. In other words, no Israel in any shape or form, no co-existence with Israel 

and no recognition of the national liberation movement of the Jews — Zionism. 

Moreover, the documents present very precise ways to achieve that goal: shelling and 

destroying civilian settlements. We find no plans about attacking the Israeli military. 

This contradicts the PLO boast that it is a“national liberation” movement (how can 

“national liberation” be attained without defeating the enemy’s military structure?), 

and makes the term “terrorist” seem more appropriate, for how else could one 

describe indiscriminate attacks against civilians? 

The plans to attack Israeli towns and villages were backed up by an impressive 

build-up of arms and ammunition throughout southern Lebanon. It has been esti¬ 

mated that the personal weapons, mortars, guns and ammunition of all sorts found in 

hundreds of underground bunkers and caches all over the area could easily equip 

several infantry brigades. And yet, that massive build-up was never activated against 

Israel in any “liberating” move; all the fire-power, planning, ingenuity, training and 

9 
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political indoctrination were used to attack Israeli civilian targets or to control and 
terrorize the local Lebanese population. 

[Document* 1]: PLO poster 

The poster, showing a PLO fighter trampling on the Star of David, Israel’s state 

symbol, features the insignia of the Fatah organization (top left) and a picture of 

Zuheir Muhsin, a top PLO leader murdered some time ago. The slogans on the 

poster vow that the struggle will go on in the path of the deceased leader. 

* E ach of the 124 documents in this volume will be preceded by a brief explanation (in 
Italics) and an English translation, where appropriate. 
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[Document 2]: Fatah political platform 

This proposed political platform, adopted by the Fourth Fatah Conference in 

May 1980, is part of a file entitled “the Fourth Fatah Conference’’ seized in the 
headquarters of the Kastel Brigade of the PLO near Sidon. 

The Arab homeland has been subjected throughout the ages to numerous 
colonial raids, the last of which was the colonial Zionist raid of Palestine. This 
has happened due to the historical strategic importance of our country. This 
importance has increased in modern times, when international capitalism 
entered the imperialistic stage. This stage has required exploitative and 
expansionist activities, especially since the discovery in our region of oil, the 
nerve of life for the wheels of Western industry. 

In order for exploitation and domination to continue, the Arab homeland 
had to be torn apart and fragmented into petty rival states. Consequently, the 
policy of partition and fragmentation became the basic norm of imperialism. 
For this reason the European imperialist powers have resorted to the destruc¬ 
tion and wrecking of local forces of production, and their annexation to the 
international capitalist market. Their aim has been to prevent the unification 
of the market for the local forces of production and the establishment of a 
national state. They also resorted to the establishment of the Zionist entity as 
a base for aggression against the peoples of our Arab nation. Zionist colonial¬ 
ism used expulsion in order to insure the security of the aggressive base. 

The emergence of the Zionist movement was accompanied on the one hand 
by a two-fold historical process, manifest in the collapse of European feudal 
systems and the consequent threat of dissolution for the Jewish ghetto, and 
on the other hand by the imperialist expansionist movement. Thus, the 
interests of European capitalism and Jewish capitalists joined, and the “Jew¬ 
ish State” was established in order to secure continued imperialist robbery 
and exploitation of our country. From the start of Jewish immigration in the 
late 19th century, the Palestinian people set out to defend and protect its land, 
especially after the Balfour Declaration and the proclamation of the British 
mandate over Palestine at the beginning of the 20th century. 

Palestine has witnessed violent rebellions and fiery revolutions by the Pales¬ 
tinian masses against the British imperialists and the Zionist invaders. The 
Palestinian people has written, during a period of over thirty years, the most 
glorious chapters of heroism and sacrifice. However, the local and global 
balance of power, and the treacherous conspiracies on the part of Arab 
regimes, brought about the Palestinian misfortune of 1948. In their exile 



PLO IDEOLOGY AND PRACTICE 13 

where they had emigrated and had been expelled, our people suffered a 

terrible situation of destruction, fragmentation and division, and were 

exposed to repugnant forms of humiliation and terror. All this lasted until the 

historical appearance of our Fatah movement at the beginning of January 

1965. This was the beginning of a new phase in the history of our people and 
nation. 

Since our movement believes that Palestine is part of the Arab homeland, and 

that the Palestinian people is part of the Arab nation, and since this belief 

presupposes that the Zionist existence in Palestine is part of the Zionist 

aggressive colonialist invasion and an imperialist expansionist base, therefore 

the Palestinian revolution is the vanguard of the Arab nation in its struggle 

for the liberation of Palestine. The fight of this revolution is part of the fight of 

the Arab nation. The Fatah movement constitutes the revolutionary van¬ 

guard of the Palestinian people, whose struggle constitutes part of the com¬ 

mon struggle of the peoples of the world against Zionism and world 
imperialism. 

The Fatah movement is a national revolutionary independent movement 

whose goals are: the liberation of Palestine, a full and complete liberation; the 

annihilation of the Zionist entity in all of its economic, political, military and 

cultural manifestations; and the establishment of an independent democratic 

Palestine which would rule the entire land of Palestine, preserving the legiti¬ 

mate rights of all its citizens on the basis of justice and equality and without 

discrimination with regard to race, religion, or conviction. Its capital will be 

Jerusalem. The sovereign of this state will be a democratic, progressive 

society which secures human rights and provides for universal liberties to all 

its citizens. This state will be able to take an active part in the realization of the 

goals of the Arab nation, namely the liberation of its various regions and the 

construction of a progressive, united Arab society. 

The struggle for the liberation of Palestine is part of the common national 

struggle. Therefore, the Arab nation is obliged to support it with all its 

material and mental powers and energies. This liberation is an Arab, religious 

and human obligation. Consequently, we consider all the undertakings, 

agreements and resolutions issued by the United Nations, the League of 

Nations or individual states with respect to Palestine, and which undermine 

the right of the Palestinian people to its entire national land, as void and 

unaccepted. 

Our method towards the realization of our goals is the popular armed 

revolution, being the definite and exclusive way to the liberation of Palestine. 

The armed struggle is a strategy, not a tactic. The armed revolution of the 
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Arab Palestinian people is a decisive factor in the battle for liberation and the 

elimination of the Zionist entity. This struggle will be carried on without 

interruption until the annihilation of the Zionist entity and the liberation of 

Palestine are achieved. In our struggle we rely on the Arab Palestinian people 

as a vanguard and a basis, and on the Arab nation as our partner in our battle 

and destiny. Therefore, we work to meet all national forces who act on the 

battleground through armed action, in order to realize national unity and real 

cohesion between the Arab nation and the Arab Palestinian people, through 

the participation of the Arab masses in the battle within a united Arab front. 

Our relations with the Arab countries aim at developing the positive aspects 

of the position taken by these states, on the condition that the security of the 

armed struggle will not be affected and that its escalation will continue. We do 

not interfere in the internal affairs of these countries, and will not allow 

anybody to interfere in our affairs, or to obstruct the struggle of the Palestin¬ 
ian people for the liberation of its homeland. 

We strive to present the Palestinian identity, including its combative revolu¬ 

tionary elements, on the international arena. This does not contradict the 

common destiny of the Arab nation and the Arab Palestinian people. We also 

strive to establish the strongest ties with liberationist forces in the world who 

support our armed struggle, in order to resist Zionism and imperialism. We 

likewise try to convince the concerned governments in the world to stop 

Jewish emigration to Palestine as their contribution to solving the problem, 

and to oppose any political solution offered as a substitute to the annihilation 

of the Zionist entity which occupies Palestine, and all schemes aimed at 

eliminating or iternationalizing the Palestinian cause, or placing the Palestin¬ 
ian people under the mandate of any party whatsoever. 

Believing in all this, and taking the principles, goals and methods of our 

movement and its internal regime as a starting point, the Fourth General 

Conference of the Fatah movement makes the following resolutions: 

THE PALESTINIAN DOMAIN 

Considering the unity of the Palestinian people, its land and its political 

representation, and confirming its national independent desire that the revo¬ 
lution should continue to victory; 

And considering that the armed popular revolution is the only definite way to 

liberate Palestine, and that the way to its liberation is the way to unity; 
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And considering that democracy governs the relations within the Palestinian 

arena, and that democratic debate is the correct means to develop these 
relations; 

The conference reaffirms the following: 

1. The PLO is the real framework of national Palestinian unity, on the level 

of the revolutionary cells, the popular organizations, trade unions and all 
sectors of our people. 

2. It is important to develop the fundamental participation of the movement 

in the PLO in order to secure its effectiveness, thus ensuring the crystalli¬ 

zation of its projects and systems. This should be done in a manner which 

simultaneously safeguards the independence of all the organizations of 

the movement, and preserves the organizations, bodies, forces and for¬ 
eign relations of the ‘Asifa.1. 

3. To escalate the armed struggle inside the occupied territory and across all 
lines of confrontation with the Zionist enemy. 

4. To increase the effort to organize our people wherever they live; to 

broaden the perimeter of action of the organizations and the popular and 

trade unions; to protect its temporary sojourn in the abovementioned 

places; to prevent its oppression, exploitation and destruction. 

5. To support the defiant resistance of our people inside the occupied 

territory on all levels; to provide the material support necessary to 

continue its resistance and to escalate its struggle; to develop its national 

institutions in all their forms; to make an extraordinary effort to strength¬ 

en the ties with our Palestinian masses who live in the territories occupied 

since 1948, in order to enable them to resist the plots which aim at frag¬ 
menting their unity and blurring their Arab identity. 

6. To reorganize the national Palestinian front inside the occupied territory 
on such foundations which will guarantee that this front can contribute to 

the revolution within the framework of the PLO. 

7. To reaffirm the necessity of independent decision on the part of Palestin¬ 

ians, and to make an effort to enable the Palestinian revolutionary cells 

to leave the circle of Arab sponsorship. 

1. The military arm of the Fatah group within the PLO. 
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The realization of the aforementioned resolutions will provide the necessary 

elements for opposing and foiling all those plans and plots aimed against our 

people and our revolution, in the form of various settlements down to the 

Camp David Accords, the autonomy plot, the settlement projects and the 
“confederation” project. 

THE ARAB DOMAIN 

A. On the mass level: 

Since Palestine is part of the Arab homeland and the Palestinian people with 

its struggle is part of the Arab nation, and since the Palestinian revolution is 

the vanguard of the Arab nation in its battle for the liberation of Palestine [the 
conference resolves]: 

1. The movement’s bond with the Arab masses is a strategic bond which 

necessitates a wider participation by these masses in protecting the revo¬ 

lution, embarking on various forms of struggle and fighting against the 

imperialist Zionist base in Palestine, and against all enemies of our people 

and nation, and eradicating the interests of imperialism and colonialism 
in the region. 

2. The movement must strengthen its close contacts with the Arab move¬ 

ments for national liberation and the Arab national progressive forces in 

order to embark on the joint battle for the liberation of Palestine, and the 

fulfilment of the goal of the Arab nation, namely the liberation of its 
various regions and building a progressive, united Arab society. 

3. To consolidate the fighting ties with the national Lebanese forces who 

stand bravely in one trench with the Palestinian revolution against the 

enemies of both the Palestinian and Lebanese peoples and the Arab 

nation; to join with these forces in their battle to protect the unity and 
Arab character of Lebanon. 

4. The solidarity of the Lebanese masses and their heroic stand, side by side 

with the Palestinian revolution in face of the war of elimination and 

extermination, must be consolidated, protected and developed so as to 

become a model for the ties with the masses throughout the Arab home¬ 
land at large. 

5. The Jordanian area is of special importance for the revolution. It requires 

special consideration in order to restore it as a fundamental supporting 
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base of the struggle against the Zionist enemy, and to employ all the 
powers of the masses to achieve this goal. 

6. To strengthen the solidarity of destiny with the Egyptian people who have 

made enormous sacrifices on the way to the liberation of Palestine; 

likewise to raise the capability of the national and progressive forces in 

Egypt in order to bring down the conspiracy of Camp David and its 

effects, and to return Egypt again to the Arab fold, so as to take its natural 
position in the leadership of the Arab struggle. 

B. On the level of contacts with the Arab regimes: 

Since the contacts with the Arab regimes aim at developing the positive 

aspects of their positions, these contacts should be based on the following 
principles: 

1. The principles, goals and methods of the movement. 

2. These contacts should not contradict the strategic contacts with the 
masses. 

3. The attitude of each regime towards the cause of the Palestinian people 

and its armed revolution, and especially the commitment to the PLO in its 

capacity as the only legitimate representative of the Arab Palestinian 
people. 

4. Non-intervention in our internal affairs and refraining from attempts to 

impose guardianship or division on our people, or attempts to oppress 
and exploit it; likewise refraining from any attempt to resettle our people 

in any territory outside its homeland, Palestine. 

5. Refraining from any attempt to prevent the free activity of the revolution 

among the ranks of our people in its places of residence. 

6. To carry out the revolution and its responsibilities for struggle on the 

all-Arab level, and via all Arab territories, with a view to liberating the 

occupied territories and mobilizing the resources of the Arab nation, both 

human and natural — especially oil wealth — as weapons to be used for 

implementing this goal. 
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7. To develop the Steadfastness Front so as to turn it into the main tool of 

action to strengthen the foundations of the PLO; to pursue the struggle 

against the enemy; to confront and defeat all solutions which aim at 

liquidating [the Palestinian issue]; and reinforcing the hands of the rest of 

the Arab countries in opposing any settlement, whatever its name or 

epithet, so that they can stand decisively against any attempt to legiti¬ 
mize Camp David. 

THE INTERNATIONAL DOMAIN 

Since the Palestinian problem has been the major issue affecting the Arab 

nation in its just struggle against the Zionist and imperialist enemy, and since 

the Middle East has a great strategic importance, the Palestinian problem has 

had a great international significance beyond its own inherent aspects....Our 
movement is part of the world liberation movement and the struggle against 

imperialism, Zionism, racism and their agents. We commit ourselves to 

alliances on the international scene in accordance with our principles and the 
Palestinian National Covenant. 

A. In the international domain: 

1. To act on behalf of the PLO so as to bring about international measures, 

and especially UN resolutions, which deal with the rights of our Arab 

Palestinian people, which will tighten the isolation of the Zionist and 
American enemy within this organization. 

2. To act so as to turn the UN resolutions regarding Zionism as a type of 

racism and racial discrimination into practical measures against the 
Zionist imperialist colonial base in Palestine. 

3. To increase our activity so as to maintain the UN resolutions which have 

rejected Camp David, and to strengthen positions of this sort so as to 
thwart any settlement at the expense of our people. 

B. On the level of our friends: 

1. To strengthen our strategic alliance with socialist countries, foremost of 

them the USSR, inasmuch as this alliance will help to frustrate effectively 

all American and Zionist plots against the Palestinian problem and 
against all issues of liberation in the world. 
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[Document 3]: PLO plan to destroy Israeli towns 

This document, dated 18 July 1981 and written on the stationery of the Supreme 
Military Council of the PLO, was found in the headquarters of the PLO in Sidon. 

To: El-Haj Ismail 

Greetings for the Revolution! 

The Supreme Military Council has decided to concentrate on the destruction 

of Kiryat Shemona, Metulla, Dan, She’ar Yashuv and Nahariya and its 
vicinity. 

Kiryat Shemona: will be distributed among all the platoons and will be 
shelled with improved “Grad” shells. 

Metulla: will be shelled with 160mm mortars (Palestinian Liberation Front — 
As-Sa‘iqa). 

Nahariya and its vicinity will be shelled with 130mm guns — Artillerv 
Battalion 1. y 

Dan and She’ar Yashuv: will be the responsibility of the eastern sector. 

Revolution until victory! 

Signature 

18/7/81 
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[Document 4]: List of shellings of Israeli towns 

Thts document, dated 15-24 July 1981, wasfound in PLO headquarters in Sidon. 

The list of targets includes 23 towns and villages, most of them in the Galilee, 

some of them in Major Sa‘ad Haddad’s area of control; it was sent by the 

headquarters of the Artillery of the Joint Forces in the South to the commander 
of the area. We have translated the first item on the list. 

NAME OF SHELLED 
TARGET 

1. Kiryat Shemona 

NO. OF SALVOS 

17 shells in 2 

portions, each 

portion 120mm 

UNIT IN CHARGE 

Artillery of the 

Joint Forces in the 
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[Document 5]: Shelling Safed and other towns 

The document, sent on Fatah stationery, is dated 18 July 1981. 

Greetings for the Revolution! 

I am strengthening your hands! Thus you will prove your worth as heroic sons 

of your people and your revolution! We expect Safed and Ja‘un2 3 to be shelled 

with heavy rockets tonight due to the extreme importance we attach to this. 

You also have to shell the settlements in the vicinity of the border with 120mm 
and 160mm mortars. Proceed immediately. 

You must also dispatch battle patrols, either from your troops or from the 

joint forces, to set ambushes along the border and deep into the occupied 
territory.4 

Yasser Arafat 

18 July 1981 

2. The Israeli town of Rosh Pina, a major crossroads in the Galilee. 
3. The joint command of the PLO in southern Lebanon. 
4. In the PLO lexicon, the term “occupied territory” includes Israel proper, not only the territories 

administered by Israel since the 1967 war. 
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[Document 6]: Guidelines for attacking civilian targets in Israel 

This item was found on page 10 of a document which provides guidelines for PLO 
terrorist activities inside Israel. 

Section 6 

TARGET SELECTION AND TIMING OF THE OPERATION 

1. The blow must be directed at the enemy’s weak point. His greatest 

weakness is his small population. Therefore, operations must be launched 

which will liquidate immigration into Israel. This can be achieved by 

various means: attacking absorption centres for new immigrants; creat¬ 

ing problems for them in their new homes by sabotaging their water and 

electricity supply; using weapons in terrifying ways against them where 
they live, and using arson whenever possible. 

2. Any installation which is designated as a target must meet the criterion of 

importance to the civilian population. Blows directed at secondary or 

isolated targets, whose impact passes unnoticed, are of no use. 

3. Attacks can be made to multiply their impact. For instance, attacking a 

tourist installation during the height of the tourist season is much more 

useful than dealing the same blow at another time. If fuel tanks are set on 

fire during an energy crisis, this can be much more useful than at another 

time. Likewise, dealing a blow to the enemy immediately following his 

own attack constitutes an excellent reprisal which is beneficial to our 
morale. 

4. Density of the population in the streets and market places of cities tends 

to increase on special occasions like holidays and vacations. One ought to 

bear this in mind in order to better select the place of action and improve 
the impact of the blow. 

5. Attention should be given to the safety of our people. The type of action 

should take their safety into consideration. 
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V. THE COMMUNIST BLOC CONNECTION 
[Documents 7 — 39] 

The seized documents reveal a remarkable spirit of camaraderie that seems to tie the 

PLO very intimately to the Communist bloc. There is almost no Communist country 

which is not represented in one way or another in the PLO network of political and 

military ties. First and foremost is the Soviet Union, which seems to provide the 

ideological, diplomatic and military backbone of the Palestinian movement. Other 

Eastern bloc countries, such as Hungary and East Germany, act as surrogates for the 

Soviet Union and extend very substantial military training to PLO personnel. Even 

such “renegades” of the Communist world as China and Yugoslavia play their part, 

as do North Korea and Vietnam. Other Third World Communists, notably Cuba’s 

Castro and the Sandinistas of Nicaragua, have either extended aid or served as 
models for PLO ideologues and military planners. 

What is the unifying theme behind the support this variety of nations and cultures from 

different continents gives to the PLO and its component groups? In a word, “revolu¬ 

tion.” Many PLO documents begin with the salutation “Greetings for the Revolu¬ 

tion. The frequency of the word “revolution” in PLO communications with the 

Communist regimes can be rivaled only by that of “imperialism,” the target for the 

“revolution.” No wonder then, that in its search for “national liberation” the PLO 

has chosen the path of “revolution,” which implies an alliance with the “revolution¬ 

ary forces” of the world against Western imperialism. No wonder that one of the 

recurring themes of PLO diplomacy is the attempt to damage American interests, to 

turn back American and Western gains and to include the Soviet Union as a full 
partner in Middle East .negotiations. 

The following documents detail the military ties between the PLO and the various 

Communist regimes, and also throw some light on the ideological, diplomatic and 

intelligence cooperation between the “Palestinian revolution” and the proponents of 

“world revolution.” The camaraderie between the Soviets and the PLO is apparent as 

they discuss and coordinate worldwide diplomatic moves aimed at strengthening the 

Communist camp and weakening “Western imperialism.” Such issues as American 

policy in Iran, the American-Soviet joint communique of October 1977, the domestic 

problems of Lebanon, inter-Arab rivalries and the non-aligned world are the 

common concern of the leaderships of the PLO and the Soviet bloc, and form the 

subject of their talks, in addition to the training of PLO personnel. 

33 
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[Document 7]: PLO talks with Kremlin leaders 

The talks were held in Moscow on 13 November 1979. The document itself was 

seized near Sidon in June 1982. It throws light on many international affairs such 

as the Teheran hostage crisis. The translator’s remarks are in brackets. 

SOVIET DELEGATION 

Foreign Minister Gromyko 

Ponomarev, Gromyko’s Deputy 

Grinevsky, Head of Middle East Department of Foreign Office 

PLO DELEGATION 

Abu ‘Ammar (Yasser Arafat) 

Abed al-Muhsin Abu Meizer (Member of PLO Executive Committee) 

Talal Naji (Jibril Front, Member of PLO Executive Committee) 

Tssam al-Qadi (Sa‘iqa) 

Yasser ‘Abd Rabih (Democratic Front, Member of PLO Executive 

Committee) 

Habib Kahwaji (Sa‘iqa, Member of PLO Executive Committee) 

Taysir Qub‘a (Popular Front/Habash) 

Muhamed al-Sha‘er (PLO representative in the USSR) 

Abd al-Rahim Ahmed (Arab Liberation Front) 

Gromyko: I welcome you on behalf of the Soviet leadership, on behalf of 

Brezhnev and personally upon your arrival in Moscow. The Soviet leadership 

appointed me and Ponomarev to discuss with you all the problems of interest 

to you and to us. I ask you to regard this as your point of departure, as I have 
no subject to raise just now. 

I hope our meeting will be conducted in a spirit of friendship and affection, as 

were our previous meetings. I suggest, for the purpose of beginning the talks 

that you tell us your opinions and at a later stage we will present ours! 

Afterwards, lunch will be served — today at 2 o’clock. 

Abu Ammar: I will be brief, since one of the comrades told me that this 

period of time was intended for formal talks. 

Gromyko: We have plenty of time . . . 
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Abu ‘Amman Two hours are not enough. 

Gromyko: Two and a half . . . 

Abu ‘Amman We have not talked together for a long time. Before the 
Baghdad Conference I told you that it would be among the most important 
summits and its results were in fact important as I expected. This was so since 
the Baghdad Summit put the Arab nation as a whole against the “Camp 
David combination,” except for two states. You undoubtedly know the 
decisions of the Baghdad Summit. [Therefore] I will move on to talk about 
the Arab foreign and economic ministers’ summit. 

The importance of Baghdad is that the Arabs met without Sadat, who had 
declared that the Arabs could not have a summit without him, and passed 
resolutions condemning the Camp David Accords. 

The foreign and economic ministers’ meeting was more important because its 
resolutions involved the implementation of the decisions taken at the political 
summit [in Baghdad] . . . 

And as you know, Brzezinski carried out a visit in the region, and announced 
that the purpose of his visit was to prevent the implementation of the 
decisions of the Baghdad Conference. 

Gromyko: Do you refer to his last trip? 

Abu ‘Ammar: The trip which preceded the meeting of the Arab foreign and 
economic ministers. The importance of the second Baghdad Summit5 6 of Arab 
foreign and economic ministers — was in the coordination which found 
expression in a tripartite axis of Iraq, Syria and Palestine. This axis led the 
Steadfastness Front, and later directed the course of the entire conference. 

These decisions were taken and I regard them as economic decisions — which 
are more important than the political decisions. And we can say that the 
Palestinian delegation played an important role in making these decisions. 

5. The conference of the Rejectionist Front, which immediately followed the signing of the Camp 

David Accords in September 1978. This conference, in which almost all Arab countries participated, 

was an attempt to lure Egypt back into the Arab fold, although Egypt itself was excluded. 

6. The second Baghdad Summit was held following the signing of the peace treaty between Israel and 

Egypt in March 1979. 
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Gromyko: Comrade Arafat, forgive me for interrupting you but I ask you to 

express your opinion about the extent to which the decisions taken at the 
Baghdad Conference were implemented. 

Abu ‘Amman That is precisely what I am about to talk about. Some of the 

Arabs wanted to provide us with a political decision and [then] manipulate 

the economic decisions [in their own interests]. The Palestinian delegation 

submitted a clear economic [working] paper, which was supported by the 

delegations of Syria and Iraq. A wonderful coordination was created between 

us so that we could stand against the bloc which was led by Saudi Arabia. This 

turned the whole meeting into a kind of summit conference. Then we caused 

the adjournment of the summit for 48 hours to enable all the delegates to 

return to their countries for consultations. Here I would like to repeat and 

stress the importance of the tripartite coordination, which played a decisive 

role in the success of the summit and which brought about the results you 
know about. 

As regards the economic decisions, it is fair to say that against Egypt about 

90 percent were implemented. I say 90 percent since 10 percent of the deposits 
have still not been withdrawn [from Egyptian banks]. Now Kamal Adham 

[political advisor to Saudi Arabia’s King Khaled] is playing a new “game” 

which is an American game of rescuing Sadat from the crisis which is strang¬ 

ling him. Therefore he is pressing some of the rich Saudi Arabians and the 

like in the Persian Gulf to invest some of their money in Cairo. But all this 

alone will not save the Egyptian economy, it is only of small assistance. 

The Egyptian economy needs $3.5 billion annually for 10 years. America has 

granted Egypt $192 million, and has raised this budget to $1.5 billion. America 

wants to bring him [Sadat] more money from Japan — a sum of $750 million 
and the same applies to West Germany. 

Gromyko: This amount requested from West Germany and Japan, is it to be 
paid annually or as a one-time grant? 

Abu ‘Amman $1.5 billion [from the United States] will be given each year. 

Regarding the part of Japan and West Germany, in principle is to be a one¬ 
time payment, but it is possible that the US will put pressure on them to pav 
one more time. y J 

They — meaning the Americans — when they deal with the Egyptian econ¬ 

omy, act on the assumption that it should be given “tranquilizer shots” 

hoping to break the ties which the Baghdad Conference created. You can see 

how they handle these matters, on a month-by-month and year-by-year basis. 
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On this matter we can say that 90 percent of the Baghdad decisions against 

Egypt were carried out. We demanded, in our Palestinian working paper, to 

punish America economically and we know it is not easy to implement this 

demand. But our purpose was to put this on the record, and thus stimulate a 
debate on the subject. 

The Palestinian delegation even entered a reservation [in the protocol of the 

conference] after the debate [on sanctions against the United States], since 
the Arab punishments do not really harm the US. 

What is important is that we made these resolutions and that 90 percent of 

them were carried out. This is a big success relative [to what is known] in the 

region of the Arab world. As regards the support of the Steadfastness Front 
from the financial point of view, all Arab states paid their dues. 

Gromyko: Are you talking about a deficit caused to the PLO? 

Abu ‘Ammar: The deficit affected everyone [all the states which were to 

receive payments from the Baghdad fund, like Jordan and Syria], The 90 per¬ 

cent figure referred to the sanctions against the Egyptian regime. Afterwards 

we went to the Islamic Conference in Fez.7 The results of this conference are 

very important because they put Hassan in a situation where he was forced to 

stand against Sadat, when it was decided to expel the Egyptians from the 

Islamic group of states. The importance here is that the Egyptian people, 

who are religious in their belief, will undoubtedly ask: the Arabs are against 

us, but why is the Islamic world against us? This is extremely important and 

will reduce the effect of Sadat’s arguments against the Arab states. 

Later we went to the Organization for African Unity Congress in Monrovia. 

Sadat achieved a significant political victory in the congress for several 

reasons. One was the behaviour of the Liberian government towards the 

Palestinian delegation. This government denied the Palestinian delegation 

the right to speak and this forced the delegation to leave. The behaviour [of 

the Liberian government] towards the secretary-general of the Arab League, 

who was forced off the speaker’s rostrum, compelled him, too, to leave [the 

conference]. Another reason for Sadat’s success at the conference is that the 

bloc of forces that were opposed to Camp David was not represented at the 

7 The Conference, which includes 40 Islamic states, has been convening annually since 1969. Following 

the signing of the Egyptian-Israeli Peacy Treaty, Egypt was expelled not only from the Arab League, 

whose headquarters were transferred from Cairo to Tunis, but also from the Islamic Conference, in a 

decision adopted in Fez, Morocco, at a meeting chaired by King Hassan II. 
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conference at all, or rather, was not present at all. All these factors left the 

arena open for Sadat, and provided him with the decisions he was interested 
in. I record this in order to state that when we left for the Havana Confer¬ 

ence, 49 African states were equipped with the decisions of the Monrovia 

Conference. Despite all this, we managed to pass [in the Havana Conference] 

decisions sharply condemning the Camp David Accords and we managed to 
change African public opinion. 

Gromyko: This was a blow to the Monrovia Conference and its decisions. 

Abu Amman Yes, Yugoslavia and India were against an anti-Egyptian 

decision. Our Cuban comrades told us when we arrived in Havana that it 

would be difficult to achieve an anti-Camp David stand and I suppose this 

was your estimate, too. Now I have no choice but to mention the fact that 

prior to the Havana Conference there had been a sharp disagreement between 

Syria and Iraq. But the Palestinian delegation played an important role in 
coordinating the tripartite position, as we had done at the Baghdad Confer¬ 

ence. The two presidents, Saddam Hussein and Assad, played an important 

and central role in the anti-Camp David decision-making in Havana. 

Through this magnificent tripartite coordination and due to the role comrade 

Castro played — whom we shall not forget — we succeeded in constructing a 
massive lobby by which we achieved those well-known decisions. 

Ponomarev: The Cuban comrades played an enormous role. 

Abu Ammar: Castro’s wisdom played an important role in reaching the 

results. One should also mention here the role of the many progressive 

countries that were of considerable help to us. I will proceed to talk about the 

Lisbon Congress, which is no less important than the Havana Congress. The 

latter was a congress of governments, while the former was a popular con¬ 

gress. It was one of those wonderful popular congresses and it was the first to 

be held in a European country. The Portugese Communist Party played an 

important role in ensuring its success and so did your solidarity committee. 

Ponomarev: We sent the head of the solidarity committee and Comrade 
Brezhnev sent a message to the congress. 

yQh7eQHrna C°nferencfe was the tri-annual gathering of non-al.gned states, held in the summer of 
1979. The previous conference had been held in Colombo, Sri-Lanka, in 1976, and the forthcoming 
one is scheduled to convene in Baghdad in September 1982. 
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Abu ‘Amman Right. There were many letters from kings and presidents, first 

and foremost that of Comrade Brezhnev. Lisbon was a turning-point in the 

PLO s favour in the Western world. Now, I wish to say that after our success 

in the first and second Baghdad Conferences, an American counterattack was 
launched along the following axes: 

The first axis: a plot was put into action which separated Iraq from Syria, and 

internal problems cropped up in Syria.9 In addition, pressure was put on King 
Hussein to join Camp David. Furthermore, there was the American show of 
strength in the [Persian] Gulf.10 

I must admit, the show of strength in the Gulf was successful. An attempt was 
also made to separate the Iranian revolution from the Arabs. 

The second axis, pressure [was placed] on our people in the territories to 

cooperate with the autonomy [plan]. One must say, they failed in this; 

Strauss,1 The Israelis and the Egyptians admitted it. Now our occupied land is 

in turmoil with mass strikes because of Israel’s decision to exile one of the 

mayors [Bassam Shak‘a]12 because he was a PLO member and since there is a 
decision to get rid of them [the mayors] one by one. 

We have to admit that the talks held between Burg and Mustafa Khalil13 
resulted in Khalil’s agreement, according to Sadat’s instructions, to the 

autonomy plan. So they reached some almost-final agreements except for 

Jerusalem, state lands and natural resources. These subjects were left for a 
later date. 

The third axis: [the Israelis] have concentrated on us [militarily], a concentra¬ 

tion that is close to hell in southern Lebanon. Seven months of hell created 

600,000 homeless Lebanese and Palestinians, and left dozens of cities, villages 

and refugee camps destroyed. For this purpose Israel used all the types of 
arms in its possession. 

9. During 19.79-82, Syria was plagued by the “Muslim Brotherhood,” rebelling in Hama and other 

localities against the Ba‘ath regime in Damascus. The confrontation reached a climax in March 1982, 

when 6,000 “Brothers” were massacred and the Old City of Hama was badly damaged by Syrian 

tanks. 

10. The dispatch of American reinforcements to the Persian Gulf following the Khomeini takeover in 

Teheran in February 1979 and the American hostages affair of November 1979 — January 1981. 

11. Ambassador Strauss was designated by President Carter as a go-between to negotiate the Palestinian 

autonomy talks with Israel and Egypt. 

12. Bassam Shak‘a, mayor of Nablus, was one of the major inciters of unrest in the West Bank. 

13. Joseph Burg and Mustafa Khalil, the respective heads of the Israeli and Egyptian delegations to the 

autonomy talks. 
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Gromyko: 600,000 Lebanese and Palestinian emigrants from the south to 
the north? When did the war against you start? 

Abu Ammar. On the 9th of March 1978. I will give you an example of the 

violence of the war against us: Israel shelled the Rashidiye and Naher-al- 

Bared camps with “smart” naval torpedoes. These are guided torpedoes fired 

from the sea. But they do not need these weapons to attack us in the south, 

since their artillery is capable of reaching the targets they are interested in. 

Once some of my officers asked me, ‘Why do they use these weapons?’ I 

replied, They gave orders to shoot with all weapons.’ So the Israeli navy 

bombarded us with these weapons, with F-15’s and F-16’s, and also “Lance” 

missiles were used against us, which are similar to “Frog” and “Luna” 
missiles. 

I have the testimony of Ramsey Clark.14 After his visit to our region, Clark 
returned to the US and convened a press conference. He said that what 

happened in Lebanon was a crime. The importance of his testimony is that he 

is one of them. He visited the Nabatiye camp which was wiped out and only 11 

[undamaged] houses were left. They bombarded it with ammunition forbid¬ 
den for use according to international law such as: gas and fragmentation 

bombs and cluster bombs.” We fought alone, and still do so, and we do not 
receive any single bullet except from the Iraqi and Syrian brothers who 
clashed twice with the Israeli air force. 

Gromyko: How do you evaluate the results of the Syrian-Israeli air combat? 

Abu Ammar: I m no aviation expert. What interests me are the political 

decisions. What matters to me is that our fighter should not feel he is alone. 

Ponomarev: What is important is that they have not succeeded in breaking 
your steadfastness and your [ability] to endure. 

Abu Ammar: What happened was a war. It was a miracle that we also 

succeeded in bearing the burden of feeding the homeless, since there was no 

government. We feed about 50 percent of them because the purpose of the 

operation by these barbaric bombardments was to consolidate the masses of 
southern Lebanon against us. 

14. 
A former US attorney general under President Johnson, who later became an anti-Vietnam War 

i“foe“r^rmvolve<1 wi,h the PLo-,he iraman revo,u"°n and °,her sore SP»K 
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The Arab states cannot endure a war [of attrition]. Abd al-Nasser,15 for 
instance, became tired of the [war of] attrition. And you remember how this 

fatigue was one of the reasons why he [agreed] to accept the Rogers Plan.16 

We say: there have been seven months [of fighting] but we are ready for 

seventy months and more. Our children are fighting and we do not demand 

more. Yesterday morning a cluster bomb exploded and killed seven of our 

children. Until now I have not announced my military losses. We have 10-12 

military casualties a day. As regards civilians, the number reached 30-35 a 

day. One month [Lebanese Prime Minister] Al-Hus counted 390 civilians 

dead and 1000 wounded who reached hospitals, though there were probably 

more. These are the directions of the attack. It hasn’t stopped yet. Why? 

There is now a let-up in this hell in the south, due to an American working 

paper submitted by Philip Habib.17 I will give you a copy of it so we will not 

waste time. The most dangerous of the statements in the paper is that they 

speak about convening all the parties, and they also state that this relates to 

Israel, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and the PLO under the supervision of the 
USA. Why Jordan? 

Ponomarev: Without Egypt? 

Abu ‘Amman Without Egypt. This is a new Camp David and this is the most 

dangerous item in the working paper. Here one can see how serious the next 

summit is. The seriousness results from the fact that a few Arab parties agreed 

to it and worked to bring all the parties together with or without their 

knowledge. The Lebanese are about to submit a working paper which will 

blow up the whole conference. The essence of this paper is: the evacuation of 

the Palestinians from the south. The seriousness of this paper is not because of 

the expulsion of the Palestinians from the south, but because of two points: 

1. This is a mine which will explode in the summit. Therefore the summit 

will end in failure. A few Arab states will free themselves of the 
commitments they undertook in Baghdad. 

2. If the Lebanese do not obtain their goals at the conference, they will turn 
to internationalization [of the Lebanese problem]. 

15. President of Egypt, 1955-1969. 

16. William Rogers, American Secretary of State under President Nixon, promulgated a plan, in 1970, 

calling for Israeli withdrawal from the administered territories in return for Arab recognition and 

some minor territorial rectifications. 

17. Habib, then a senior State Department official, had been assigned trouble-shooting duties under the 

Carter administration. President Reagan recalled him from retirement in the summer of 1981 as a 

negotiator in the Lebanese crisis. 
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We have been successful regarding the stages of the next summit. During my 

last visit to Baghdad I reached an agreement with President Saddam Hussein 

on tripartite coordination, at the last conference; this can be considered a 

success. Saddam told me that the Palestinians have priority in everything. 

On my return I met with President Assad and I told him about this. He was 

pleased and agreed to this tripartite coordination. This is very important since 
it will limit the freedom of manoeuvre of the hostile forces at the conference 

and this is what we agreed on in the Steadfastness Front summit during our 
single meeting in Algeria. 

I have to add a fourth axis of the American counterattack: the deployment of 

two Egyptian divisions along the Libyan border in order to put American- 

Egyptian military pressure on Mu‘ammar.18 They say that they do not need to 

conquer Libya, but only to reach Tobruk. This means taking control of the oil 

wells and the establishment of a Libyan government based on the opposition 

forces that have begun to organize in Egypt. We must not underestimate it, 

despite the big parade Qaddafi staged on 1 September.191 must say that this 

pressure influenced the Libyan political position slightly and this is the reason 

for the visit to Libya of Newsome, American State Department Director for 
African Affairs. 

The fifth axis of the American counterattack is to encourage the Egyptian 

regime to supply arms and ammunition — and possibly forces too — to the 
King of Morocco. This means the return of the king to the Camp David 

group by exploiting the defeats he suffered in the desert.20 Therefore we went 

about a month ago to Morocco and Algeria and achieved good results. We 

received from King Hassan, after a three-and-a-half-hour meeting, his con¬ 

sent for a referendum. This is an important political achievement that we 

gained in North Africa. I returned later to Algeria, and informed President 

Chadli about the matter. A few days ago I informed the Polisario leaders 
about it and we await their reply. 

Ponomarev: What do you mean by a referendum? A disengagement of 
forces? 

Abu ‘Amman Self-determination for the inhabitants of the desert. 

18. Mu'ammar Qaddafi, President of Libya. 

19. 1 September 1979 was the tenth anniversary of the Libyan Revolution. The event was commemorated 
with a military parade in Tripoli. 

20. This refers to Morocco’s protracted war in the Sahara against the Algerian-supported Polisario. 
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Gromyko: Do both sides agree to a referendum? 

Abu ‘Ammar: The King of Morocco agreed and I await the reply of the 

Algerians and of the Polisario leaders. Regarding the counterattack, a very 

dangerous conference was held. This conference of the foreign ministers of 
the Gulf States and Saudi Arabia discussed the security of the Gulf. Iraq is 

located in the Gulf and the question is: Why was it not invited to the 

conference? The main subject on the agenda, according to them, was the 
Palestinian-Iranian alliance and the danger it presents to them. They made 

plans to cope with this subject, which exists only in their imagination. 

We succeeded in escalating military activities in the occupied territories. It is 

enough to point to the report of the defence committee of the Knesset. It says 

there that there are 111,000 police and security men mobilized to guard the 

security in Israel apart from the army. Our steadfast stand in the south is 

today powerless in the full sense of the word. I can tell you in detail what it 

consists of: the range of our 23mm machine guns is 3.5 kilometres. The Israeli 

aircraft fly above this range and strike our machine guns, one by one, without 

running into any response. Isn’t this an injustice, comrade, that I should stand 

facing the most advanced American weaponry with primitive weapons, 

whereas the Polisario has the most advanced weapons and missiles against 

the simple Moroccan weapons? What does all this mean?21 Must I fight with 

my body and the bodies of our children and women? This is the weakness of 
the Palestinians. 

Parallel to this military steadfastness, we have made major political moves, 

for example: our missions to Asia, Africa and Latin America are still intact. 
When Nyerere decided to turn the PLO office into an embassy,22 he said he 

discovered the organization at Havana. We received 189 delegations during 
six months from all over the world. 

Gromyko: Most of whom were representatives of popular organizations? 

Abu ‘Ammar: Yes, all. I am not speaking about the official delegations. We 
maintain coordination with the Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee, with the 

World Peace Council and other international institutions, such as the Demo¬ 

cratic Lawyers Association, which some time ago held a symposium in Paris 

21. The detailed descriptions of Israeli strikes against PLO positions and camps in southern Lebanon, and 

the analogy of the PLO with the Polisario, are obviously calculated to get the Soviet Union to provide 

the Palestinians with more sophisticated weaponry in order to close the gap of Israel’s superiority. 

22. President Nyerere of Tanzania, who befriended the PLO delegations at the Non-aligned Conference in 

Havana, raised the PLO office in Dar-al-Salam to the rank of embassy. 
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and condemned Camp David from the judicial point of view. We made 

diplomatic moves in the countries we visited: Vienna, Ankara, Madrid, 

Lisbon and lately the meeting I had with Marchais23 in order to obtain an 

invitation for a visit to France. All this in addition to other activities which we 

conduct, aware as we are of the fact that such activities have an influence only 
up to a certain limit. We have no illusions about them. 

We have rejected the old idea of avoiding places where the Israelis appear. We 

have to challenge them at conferences, as was the case at the conference of the 

Association of Political Science Lecturers,241 where Comrade Ponomarev 

participated, since our case is stronger. That happened in the Rome sympo¬ 
sium too. 

Now let us talk about an urgent subject. We are afraid of what might happen 

in Iran. The Americans contacted us through some Arab states and others 

and our answer was clear: we are not intermediaries, we stand by the Iranian 
revolution.25 

Gromyko: Did the Americans contact you on their own initiative? 

Abu ‘Amman Not us [directly but through] Ramsey Clark, who is one of 
our sympathizers. We do not mediate, we support the Iranian revolution in 

its joy and in its sorrow. Khomeini’s position is good and he shows under¬ 

standing towards this position of ours. We sent the director of military opera¬ 

tions to Iran, since the military option is possible, although it is not likely. But 

in order to be sure, I would like to ask my comrades for their estimate, since 

their estimate is more accurate than ours. Prior to my arrival here, Khomeini 

contacted me and asked for an assessment of the situation, because we ob¬ 

serve the picture from the outside, while they see it from the inside. We think 

something might happen from the direction of Amman. I tried to be as brief 

as possible, but we must expect an escalation in Lebanon during or after the 

summit, in order to assistSarkis26 to present his view. Pressure is being put on 

our people in the occupied land to agree to autonomy between now and May 

1980, when the municipal elections take place.27 We intend to discuss our 

problem in the UN, and would like to have your support for the success of the 
Havana resolution. This is a very important point. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

Georges Marchais, the leader of the French Communist Party. 

The International Conference of Political Scientists held in Moscow in the summer of 1979 to which 

an Israeli delegation was accepted after many delays on the part of the Soviets. 

Commitment to the revolution, any “people’s revolution,” seems to be the PLO’s guideline 

President of Lebanon, 1976-1982. 

““”'ip,al.t"1*0"5 rT*h'ld‘n ""Bank‘Arafatisalludi"8>°autonomytalkswhich 
ad started between Israel, Egypt and the US, with Israel attempting to lure West Bank leaders to lean 

towards the autonomy solution. an 
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There are rumours among Israeli circles about inflicting a fatal preventive 

attack on Syria. We say this because in Israel there are political and economic 

problems which the Israelis may try to escape by exporting them. The starting 

point for this attack will be Lebanon, since it is considered a weak point. They 

will attack us and the [Lebanese leftist] National Movement and later hit 

Syria. It would be easy to inflict a blow on the Syrian forces in Lebanon, since 
they are fulfilling a security mission and not a military one.28 

Ponomarev: There are two questions: Comrade Arafat, with the unprece¬ 

dented relationship with Austria, did you present your assessment of these 
achievements in your meetings with Kreisky and Brandt? 

The second question concerns the Syrian troops present on Lebanese terri¬ 

tory: do they supply you with arms? Do they participate with you in stopping 
the aggression? 

Abu ‘Amman I will begin with the answer to the second question: The Syrian 

troops are at latitude 37.10 and the fighting, until now, takes place south of 

this line. They are not present in the area of the fighting between us and the 

Israelis. Nevertheless there were two air clashes between Israel and Syria. The 

Syrians also decided to send some air defence units in order to protect the 

[refugee] camps in their areas from Israeli air raids. This, especially after 

Israel announced it will strike at these camps, because the fighters start off 

from them. We should not overlook the fact that both Dayan and Weizman29 

announced that this will be done in coordination with America, which makes 
it important for Syria to make a political decision to counteract. 

As regards your first question, about the horizons of political activity, what is 

important to us in this context is to explain our problem to world public 
opinion, as, for example, to the non-aligned states. 

I recall participating in a conference in Algeria in 1973 and, despite the fact 

that the conference took place in Algeria, we did not achieve there what we 

tried to achieve. But during the past six years our activities among the 

non-aligned states produced results at Havana. Our activity in Europe is 

based on Europe’s need for Arab oil.30 Oil has not yet been introduced as a 

28. Refers to the Syrian-dominated “Arab Deterrent Force,” which was supposed to keep order in 
Lebanon under the Arab League mandate. 

29. Moshe Dayan and Ezer Weizman, respectively foreign minister and defence minister of Israel at that 

time. 

30. This is the first admission by an Arab leader that the Europeans can be, and in fact are, squeezed into 

adopting a pro-PLO line due to their dependence on Arab oil. 
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factor in the battle, but there is apprehension of that there. Some of the Arab 
states help us in this respect. 

Ponomarev: Kreisky became a friend of the Arabs? 

Abu ‘Ammar: Nobody says so. But we have to profit from it. 

Ponomarev: It was an achievement, at least, that after your meeting with him 

cracks appeared within the Zionist camp. This is because he was previously 
among Israel’s advocates. 

Gromyko: Good. Thank you for the news you brought about some of the 
international problems and the assessment of the present situation. 

First of all I will speak of the main problems of international politics, and 

about our position concerning these problems, although this position is 
known and I can discuss it in brief. 

The USSR continues its principled policy regarding the Middle East as it did 

in the past. We are in favour of Israel’s withdrawal from the occupied 

territories and in favour of granting the Palestinians their legitimate rights 

and the establishment of their independent state, together with the right of all 

states in the region to be sovereign. This is the essence of our position 
regarding problems of the Middle East. 

We favour a comprehensive settlement, on condition that it be a just one. 

Leaders in the Arab world concentrate on a just solution and we share this 
view. 

Sadat and the Americans speak of a just solution but their solution is unjust. 

Now too, as in the past, we sharply condemn separate agreements with the 
aggressors including the Camp David Accords. 

The external form which is used to present these accords is irrelevant. Their 

essence did not change. They are accords of treason for the Arabs and their 

interests.31 The whole world knows our position and our view regarding the 

Camp David Accords. In our talks with the Americans we do not use gentle 

language. In our meeting with Carter in Vienna, Comrade Brezhnev presented 

31. This is an attempt by the Soviet foreign minister to assume a role in the Middle East peace process by 

dismissing the Camp David Accords as an “American-Egyptian treason” of the Arab camp He does 
not hide his hostility toward Sadat and toward American Middle East policy. 
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the steady Soviet position regarding the various problems. We want our Arab 

friends to know about this steady principled position of ours. 

We attach special importance to the problem of unity in the Arab world. The 

more the Arab world is united, the more Egypt’s situation and the situation of 

its leadership deteriorate. We identify with your views regarding the two 

Baghdad conferences. We observed the unity of the Arab peoples expressed in 

these two conferences where it was decided to take a correct posture towards 

the policy of imperialism, Israel and the Egyptian leadership. We were very 

satisfied with the success of the two conferences and the unity of the Arab 

peoples achieved there. We sincerely appreciate — and this is the clear-cut 

opinion of the Soviet leadership — the role of the PLO leadership and the role 

you, Comrade Arafat, played personally in these two conferences. 

Some of the participants of the conferences would have been ready to “bend” 

to the aggressor were it not for the role you played. There were differences of 

opinion in the conference, but the result was favourable and it was expressed 
in the successful resolutions. 

The Soviet leadership is interested that there be no retreat from these suc¬ 

cesses and achievements. They must be the basis for the next action. You can 

play a role in this matter. Your role will be of great importance in the future. 

We attached importance to my conversation with King Hussein, the sub¬ 

stance of which was to adhere to the need to establish an independent state, if 

the Palestinians so wish. We notified Khaddam32 about this Jordanian pos¬ 

ition and he said, “I respect this declaration but I have my doubts regarding 

the king’s sincerity and the seriousness of his declaration.” It serves our 

common interests that the king should not retreat from his declaration. You 

emphasized the importance of cooperative action between you, Syria and 

Iraq in the struggle against Camp David. We attribute great importance to 

this. You can play a positive role in overcoming the differences between Syria 

and Iraq. You have not exhausted your possibilities in this regard yet. 

There is another matter which you did not mention because of lack of time, 

which is the Saudi Arabian position in the last conferences — a position 

which was much more positive than we expected. Possibly it was influenced 

by the atmosphere prevailing at these conferences. The Syrians believe that 

there are several weak points in Saudi Arabian policy, expressed in the 

32. ‘Abd-al-Halim Khaddam, Foreign Minister of Syria. 
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feelings of some members of the royal family who think that their defence 
and support can come only from the Americans. 

It seems that the Steadfastness Front states have already gained some expe¬ 
rience in handling Saudi Arabia and in applying pressure on it. 

Abu ‘Amman Not all of them. Democratic Yemen [South Yemen] is different 
in this regard, especially after the treaty it signed with you. 

Gromyko: Not decisively. The idea is the influence of the PLO and of other 

Arab elements. We think you should exploit this experience, because of the 

importance of Saudi Arabia’s role in the Middle East problem. As for 

Democratic Yemen, its situation is delicate and difficult. But it goes along with 
the general policy stream of the Steadfastness Front. Saudi apprehensions 

about our friendship treaty with South Yemen have no basis; we do not 

interfere in the internal affairs of any country. The position of the Moroccan 

king is not based on principle; we should prevent these differences of opinion 
from removing King Hassan II from the Arab consensus. 

Your evaluation of the Israeli-Egyptian-American steps concerning the West 

Bank was correct. We are witnessing an imperialist-Israeli-Sadat conspiracy. 
We could make some sharp statements on this matter, but the important 

thing is that we agree with your evaluation. You mentioned the American 

counterattack. The Arabs are capable of responding to it if they unite in a 
struggle against it. 

What is happening in southern Lebanon is part of the conspiracy and the 

spearhead of this conspiracy, and is directed against the Palestinian resist¬ 

ance, against Syria, and against Lebanon as a sovereign state. When we 

analyze this situation, we discover that the alliance between Syria and the 

Palestinian resistance in southern Lebanon plays a decisive role in the strug¬ 

gle against the American offensive. You mentioned the difficulties facing you 

in southern Lebanon. Despite the physical distance between us, we appreciate 

the extent of these difficulties and the efforts of the Palestinian resistance and 
Syria to thwart the American attack. 

As for the Tunis Conference, there are differences of opinion regarding the 

success or failure of this conference. There are reports that Saudi Arabia will 

not play an honourable role concerning southern Lebanon. But the five Stead¬ 

fastness Front states can play a role in blocking the imperialist assault, bear¬ 

ing in mind that such a role is the core for national action, the purpose of 
which is to bring about the success of the summit. 
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The way you described Philip Habib’s proposals was to the point and 

accurate. These are imperialistic proposals and are hostile to the Arabs. We 

hope the evaluation of the Arab states with regard to these proposals will be 
similar. 

We also agree with you as far as the internationalization of the Lebanese crisis 

is concerned. If this dangerous conspiracy succeeds, then it will pave the way 

for America to influence her friends in Europe to cause the internationaliza¬ 

tion of the Lebanese crisis. It will have a negative impact on Arab interests 

and, consequently, it will improve the ability of Sadat and Israel to extend 

their influence. I wish to emphasize that the Soviet position regarding these 

conspiracies like the autonomy conspiracy and the conspiracy to interna¬ 

tionalize the Lebanese crisis which Philip Habib brought — is no different 

than the position of the Arabs who adhere to their principles. Furthermore, 
we know that our socialist comrades share the same view. 

We heard with satisfaction your statement that 90 percent of the Baghdad 

resolutions were implemented. This is a success for the Arabs. It is the first 
time I have heard such a clear and accurate assessment. 

Now I wish to move on to some international problems. 

Iran: I refer to the recent events concerning the occupation of the American 

embassy in Teheran and the American activity connected with it. 

The Americans contacted us a few days ago requesting that we play a role in 

the affair through the senior foreign diplomat in Teheran, the Czech ambas¬ 

sador, for the purpose of freeing the American diplomats. 

We informed the Americans that we adhere to international agreements and 

that our position results from the contents of these agreements [relating to 
diplomatic immunity]. 

If we look at this problem from the point of view of international agreements, 

then we must show understanding to the Americans and there is no justifica¬ 
tion for Iran to criticize us. 

If we don’t consider it within this framework, but rather from the point of 

view of American-Iranian relations, then we do not wish to protect American 

interests, despite their request that we do so. Therefore, we will not get 

involved in a complicated discussion on the subject and in no way are we 

going to protect the Americans in this matter. We think there are no differ 
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ences of opinion between us in this matter, despite the difference in status 

between us — we as a state and you as a national liberation movement. This is 
quite satisfactory. 

So far we have not received the American reaction to our response. 

Abu ‘Ammar: The Iranians understood from your delegate that he accepted 
the American request. 

Gromyko: Our representative did not object to the announcement of the 

Security Council chairman, since this is a brief declaration concerning inter¬ 
national agreements regarding the diplomatic corps. 

Abu ‘Ammar: Let us not forget that the declaration includes some threats of 
the use of force. 

Gromyko: We read this declaration and found in it no more than the 

formulation of international agreements regarding diplomatic representa¬ 

tion, and this formulation is balanced. There was a sharp dispute on the 

subject relating to hints about using force. Our position, which rejects and 
condemns such actions, is clear. 

When the Iranian revolution broke out, there were talks then about the use of 
force. We opposed this logic and our position remains as it was. 

We are now just prior to the presentation of the Palestinian issue in the UN. 

This matter is very important to us and to yourselves. The question is: what 

do you expect from the discussion? What is your minimum demand of this 

discussion? Did you think carefully about the form in which the subject will 

be presented and how it can be achieved? I ask you to answer this after I finish 
my words in a short while. 

We will no doubt support and assist the Palestinian and Arab position, and 

we will back every proposal and every plan which you submit to the UN. This 

support also applies to our socialist comrades.33 The last question is, and it is 

only a question: it is known that America — when it talks with us about the 

Palestinian problem — its delegates tell us: How is it possible for us to 

recognize the PLO and the establishment of an independent Palestinian state 

when the PLO does not recognize Israel and the well-known UN resolutions? 

We heard the very convincing argument from your side regarding the motives 

33. A blank cheque commitment on behalf of the entire Soviet bloc to support automatically any PLO or 
Arab position, regardless of its merit. 



THE COMMUNIST BLOC CONNECTION 
51 

for your refusal to accept those resolutions, since they deal with refugees and 

make no mention of the “Palestinian people.” These reasons are known. But 

in our talks with the Americans, we always confront this obstacle and this 
limitation which cannot be overcome. 

Here I wish to ask you a question: Are you considering certain tactical34 

concessions in return for getting recognition from the hostile camp? Are you 

considering recognizing these international resolutions? And are you also 

considering recognizing Israel’s right to exist as an independent sovereign 

state? I remember my conversation with Yigal Allon35 who asked me, “How can 
we talk with the PLO when they do not recognize Israel’s right to exist as an 

independent state, and when the PLO does not even recognize the UN 

resolutions?” He also told me that if the PLO recognized Israel and the UN 

resolutions, the situation would be different, and in that case we [Israel] 
would have dealt with it in a different manner. 

My question to Allon was: Which side will make the first step, the PLO or 

Israel? Allon replied, “If Israel would have initiated a declaration in that 

direction, the PLO would not have agreed to issue a similar declaration on its 

behalf, based on the recognition of Israel and the UN resolutions.” Now the 

government [in Israel] has changed,36 and I do not know what your [PLO] 
position is now. 

I would also like to ask you, is your position to reject all concessions on this 

problem, even those not involving principles? What matters to you is the 

establishment of a Palestinian state, and, notwithstanding the differences that 

may exist [among yourselves],, the establishment of a Palestinian state is the 
foundation and contains all the other things. 

During the discussions with the Americans we felt we were at a dead end. 

Here I would like to know what your opinion is and please regard it as a 
question only. . . 

Ponomarev: You spoke alone, whereas both of us spoke: Gromyko pre¬ 

sented to you in detail the general direction of the Soviet leadership towards 

34. Very significantly, Gromyko does not ask the PLO to make any substantive concessions with regard 

to recognizing Israel, but only to make tactical changes in its rhetoric, in order to lure the “hostile” 

West into recognizing the PLO. 

35. A former Israeli foreign minister. He met with his Soviet counterpart in 1975 during the UN General 

Assembly session in New York. 

36. In May 1977, the Labour Party, of which Allon was a leader, lost the elections and the Likud 

government took power. 
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the Middle East and the Palestinian problem. We know, from reports we have 
received and from reports you have, that the PLO marches onward, and you 

have outgrown the framework of an Arab liberation movement. The facts are 

known to us and the recognition by many states is known. We are very satis¬ 
fied. 

We have assisted and will continue to assist in the future [concerning 
recognition]. 

We think that the greetings Comrade Brezhnev conveyed to you congratulat¬ 

ing you on your birthday help in this matter, as did the message Comrade 

Brezhnev sent to Barcelona. This will help you from the Arab and interna¬ 

tional points of view, to enable the world and the Arabs to understand the 
principles of Soviet policy towards you. 

You now face two major events: 

1. The Tunis Conference. 

2. The UN debate on the [Palestinian] problem. 

You raised the subject of consultations on this matter [of the UN debate]. We 

always asked you to consult us on this subject. It is very important that we 

know in advance the steps of the adversaries in the UN so that we can exploit 

the UN stage by exposing aggressive actions which Israel conducts in south¬ 

ern Lebanon. It cannot be condemned inside Israel,37 but Israel has friends 

in the US and it is useful to campaign to expose Israel’s actions against elderly 
people and children, using all propaganda means. 

As regards the Tunis Conference, you know more than we do. We agree with 

your opinion that it is not worth devoting the whole conference to discussing 

the subject of southern Lebanon and to avoid a debate on the overall prob¬ 

lem, the Middle East problem. It is very important that you mobilize all your 

resources for this purpose and that your Arab friends are active so that the 
conference will make the right decisions. 

It is important that we devote special attention to Algeria. Lately we have had 

strong ties with Algeria. We received a party delegation [from Algeria] and 

sent a comrade, Brezhnev’s deputy, to participate in the ceremonies in 

37. This refers to Israel’s peace movement, which criticized the government for its preventive raids 
against PLO positions in Lebanon. 
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Algeria. They told us that President Ali Chadli Ben Jedid and Party Leader 

Salah Yachiawi are determined to continue Boumedienne’s policy. The Al¬ 
gerians said the same things to our delegation chief who attended their cere¬ 
monies. Algeria’s word has considerable weight now. 

Lately we had contacts with the National Movement in Lebanon, especially 

with the Communists and Jumblatt. All of them stressed that their relations 

with the Palestinians are good and that they are participating in the fight 

against the Israelis and against the reactionary leadership in the country 
[Lebanon].38 

Abu ‘Ammar: There is a joint command which I head. 

Ponomarev: For this reason it is very important that the relationships be 

good, not only with the anti-imperialist organizations in Lebanon, but also 

with the other forces, like Franjieh39 for instance. We must have influence with 

the leadership of the Lebanese state. It is necessary that the Syrians play a role 

in the contacts with Lebanon. Of course, you, because of your presence in 

Lebanon, must take care that your relations with the Lebanese state should 
not worsen because then your situation would be difficult. 

Abu ‘Ammar: Our relations with Al-Hus [Lebanon’s prime minister] are 

good, with President Sarkis — not bad. The relations with the Islamic 

Council, with the National Front and with President Franjieh — good. This 

year we spent 19 million Lebanese pounds on reparations for the south and 
nine million pounds on treating civilians. 

Ponomarev: This is your message and it is good. You have to present it in the 

UN and in Tunis. To conclude I would like to stress that in all our talks with 

the Arabs, especially with President Assad, we stressed a just and comprehen¬ 

sive solution to the Palestinian problem. We declared this position in formal 

talks, through the party and the various popular organizations. 

Lately we established a committee for friendship and solidarity with the 

Palestinian people. When the Vietnamese people struggled with the USA, we 

established a similar solidarity committee. Vietnam, as we know, later won 

and we hope that this time victory will be achieved too. The committee has 

been established and we wish you every success. 

38. This attests to Soviet collusion with the pro-PLO forces in Lebanon (Jumblatt’s Socialists) and its 

subversion of the pro-Western (“reactionary”) forces there. 

39. Suleiman Franjieh was president of Lebanon from 1970 to 1976. He comes from the northern town¬ 

ship of Zagharta and leads a pro-Syrian group among the Maronite Christians of Lebanon. 
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Abu ‘Ammar: For our part we set up a committee for solidarity with you. As 

for Comrade Gromyko’s question, we are ready to reply to it, if it will lead to 
any results, since it indeed deserves an effort on our part. 

Knowing that we are the victim, we raised many possible solutions, while 

none of our enemies presented any. We said: A democratic state where Jews 

and Arabs will live.40 They said: This means the destruction of Israel. 

In 1974, we said we will establish the Palestinian state on every part of land 

which Israel withdraws from, or which will be liberated, and this is our right. 

Article 1 in the partition plan which was imposed on our people says: a 

Palestinian state and Israel. The reconciliation Committee in Lausanne 
admitted the existence of two problems: the return of the refugees and 

recognition of a Palestinian state. They [the Israelis] said: this [will become] a 

Communist state which will strive to destroy Israel. When the US-Soviet joint 

communique was published [the Vance-Gromyko statement in New York on 

1-2 October 1977] we announced that we agreed to it. What did the others 

offer? I can stand in front of the UN and ask: What did the others propose? 

They suggested that the PLO was through; a military attack [on us] in 1978; 

hell directed at us from the south; the despicable crime called “Camp 
David.” 

We have proposed all these things and they have offered nothing. I say that I 

agree to the Soviet-American communique, and accept what you agreed upon 
with the Americans. 

Gromyko: The Soviet-American communique mentions the Geneva Con¬ 

vention and Palestinian rights. This communique, which you asked about, did 

not have results in the field. If it were implemented, the circumstances would 

have been more favourable. I do not wish to put pressure on you to reply on 
this subject. 

If there is a change in your position, I ask you to notify us, since one cannot 

escape this issue. In every statement, the Americans say: How can we recog¬ 

nize an organization while they are not ready to recognize anything? This is 

demagoguery, but we have to know how to deal with it. I ask you to think 
about it and to make your comments. 

Abu ‘Ammar: The USA itself cancelled the Soviet-American communique; 

it pushed Sadat to go to Jerusalem. We were told: if you recognize 242 after 

40. This refers to the formula adopted by the PLO that calls for a “free, democratic Palestine” but 
provides that such a country have an Arab character. 
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you add your reservations — we will recognize you, open the dialogue with 

you and take the commitment to establish a state. This was in 1977. 

Later the USA withdrew from this. Through Rashad Faron they told us, “The 

train of settlement is moving along. If you want, join it — if not, you may do 

whatever you wish.” Later they offered us a formula relating to 242 — that we 

should announce our consent to it — and this was for the sole purpose of start¬ 
ing the dialogue with us. 

Ponomarev: They conspired with the Egyptians and fortified their positions. 

Abu Amman This strengthens our and your view. They manoeuvre to avoid 

the issue. Part of the American plan still suggests that Jordan be the alterna¬ 

tive to the PLO, and this is what the Israeli Labour Party officially declares. 

Nevertheless, our relations with Jordan are good and we try to overcome all 

differences of opinion. We published together with the Jordanians two joint 

statements in which [Jordan] emphasized our right to return and to establish 

a state. We have a joint committee and we try to cultivate these relations 
despite all the efforts to put obstacles in the way. 

Referring to Iran, we are not mediators. We are on the Iranian side, and agree 

to what Khomeini agrees to and not to what Bazargan or Shariat Madari 
agree to.41 

Gromyko: I thank you for the useful discussion. We think that we march 

with you on the same path concerning the Middle East problem. The Soviet 

Union is a friend of the Arabs and does not tend to change its friends. We 
hope that the Arabs and the PLO feel the same way. 

Abu ‘Ammar: The PLO has no doubts. 

Gromyko: If there is any point in publishing a joint communique, we have a 
draft we ask you to look at. 

41. Mehdi Bazargan, the first prime minister of the Islamic revolutionary regime, and Ayatollah Shariat 

Madari were two of the more moderate elements in Khomeini’s entourage. Both were later stripped of 
power. 
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1 J—J“ >-ij* J^»Xi\y.} L^-j: ^a.ti <u J «aklt, jjy. 

* J—* * a»-Jj *k> b aifrii^>- ^11 ij ^ 

CnrO* ,i . al 0t lL n 

jySlakki jja^JI ^ ------ 

,jJI (j-J-tj- j>—J rij\ jl* J^, a. 

^-1J vr*y J^-o>Jlki» l^j Jili-1 

*—o* *•/» JxbJI^U, 

jkji-VI ^ot^ a, ^ • jho, ,^^-jic.Ijo ^Jl 

I jl_-& y\ 
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J- 

V" 

‘■V** ♦ ^ t ?* J/tfCp t v—JliM 

cl ■ ■,■*!/*• 1 'i-* jj * Cy* J O L.j>»cJj^xljj j*J\ o I^Lp 

V>^ ^ *U*J 6 JL-J1 ^/'LJ »f-* cx)l iSI4U, 

♦ 

Jb*\ CA<a> ji» 6 tfJij I 1 c-iif- J* ^ ll« cUs^Im • \ Y A fJ1 jT/^ 

4 ^ 1 (■*»« 1 t—' ^ ^ EJ1 >11 pj 

p {■ «,j «il bU ^ 'i c^l>J 1 ^ 4->JL*» "V l tf «JLA |^>L>u V p^J 1 6 ^->w) 1 l_ft> 

JUaXmIumm ^ U«iL^(a/k«w ^jL* hill • Uj»L^ ^jl«Jijla^II ^Jl U~1T~ 

* 1 ^ * yj-J£ ^ ^ 4^i*» V1 jCl Jj ^ 1X40 p.jJ cji ,^>LJ I 1 JLaI 

ql>Up Ji*\z^Syj I eU J5^ U ju£> ^.law,: H J4 I ® J • ^L-J\ 1 jl^w 

4 ajj ^ JL) 1 j^«j a j L^m* ^ >L>Pt U ju? p 4 1>U jj^iJ I 

c***A} # aJ J L/-^» 6 4*^> ti- JL>V/ It ^ l L^ L* *%4* jify J it 

L- _< 1^ J At^nJl 4^»L« 'll L tXiJ 6 Lb< I ) sjy* 4u« i^4 ^ A^lx»^J 1 

y—Uj bU) • jtS,y£)\j c^ 4 co^ j uj 1 

£——• 1 *1^ 6 ^ 1 ^ yi a Jb>-tj tfJUi? L-Lo> 

* AfcL* |^** ^11 a^^mJ 1 4^>J 1 c *)/1 qS U |^4.ji* C-L5* 

• 1 »Aa>j^wJ aJ^ Uc lit ^ ^ UJ 1 jj^iJI ^ IjJ® jA*>c*b»J 

* (£k-<9 ?•>}** !v~^s l>«^—^ jj (T^-bJ' 

b4^> j I 4 I ^L«i» I Uli,Jb jJL) 4 4^biAl 4 *b *vL (t U-b- It 

i^l-bply^aJI 11* ^t *X*.H t-iaA ^ V 4 ^(.tt X* • Jj a> 

l jlj" - SI Jt bu ^butj ^J 4^4^ tl £ I 4 U iXtf 4.J.J * *J I ^jA ItbJ 1 Vt jit 

4 ^ j ■ C» bl^y y L-t*^ I 1a IjyJ" Ij t-A j^r*» V1 ^ y ■«■»■* ^aUJ I 

t jl—tA^jt 

t j l—bf-yj] 

;UL> 

J 

UIUIaIa c« <-“ f-fj I 

cjl> C-bt^A ^ C^i»U» 1 1>L^^mK 1 bXA UJU=u 

^Ul 1 I — 1 * Lt^A Ll jJ ^->w# 4^Cfc«J 1 U> pJ U->J 
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*a* 

O'"-- ^ **■» JM—* I JJj 1 A^ I JuiJ • UUU 0:, II. ■ *■<1 

* (jM»U.-JJ 

• C. UeU> ^f.frU-1 

• 'll bl ♦ ^ 

* ^JUJI ^ >Syt~^1 o-IaJI o-»o 

* *^*y ^ ^ ^ 0* J U*5* SJI J ^ - • 

~—— ■**>•*• - w L^ ^1 ^Jjl L$>J 

'-*-'lvl *>*J <>e J> t O'. jl* 0*0 ^ jjl *UJUt t^i-1, 

J Llj^c . L* fb y^l^ltLiJIo. 

LUjt Lj^i*. ^4; V 

■'A A-’L>— Vi o jJ! o ^J1 j.■^*- «iiUJ1 *»j jJUI «jSjiJI Lrfj, o->»<' 

‘; '*'</*■**• l«£ • ^ -J ^ ort*J> vo^Juj, 

f J Lt4^ ►-•. 

i - J-a:U \^| ^ ^ If y ^ ^b 

j,^jio* ^^Jvi 

*-a'bt^l* '.O-J't* v>**; *u°-«y 

• .jJU, ^L*L, <L uySj.'iI J^l 

c— o-~-‘ ,U=-J UC^U w-*oU_JI ^Vj J-’l* L,^ 

-■"* '"^ *Vr • M^j, *l^j| 

KU^I «-y ,o Jjlj ^/_01 JLa^V! o V 4 ^ ^ 

r^U oA^ yr^ pt-'U ^ ^li JU J aj 4 .L Jj ^ u_.,x 

■~**y y. •& AJ[±> ^\ fUV1 ^ J^-1 L* Jl ^ ^ * L'U ji o. jJ 

. w*. O* ^ Jioc o->0 • J»ljJ1 O* UX* (0“j ^ ,jy.J I o> w V 

1 i-^*Xf 

-W1 a?^-a' C*^" v^V^s 0^!> o^'1' 

‘ '~J!-^' * •/ (/>^r_;>-. IjJlpL^ ^> otJL:^ 

cU^- v M A* jO vTaM ^ ^-1 JJ1 <.^JI j,1 ^ 

>-^ ' ’-AJI C1^ at'-— -N/ «J-^.'1 ^V1 La. %,_^u J1 
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*Y * 

sr-1 

I JL_ 

V • y ^ jjUJI jjjl *,lit ^ JJIdJi 

* y-U-JIOiyJI j |jj* C1 JI,,L;VI ^ 

W Jl 0)‘y^ i^r-jUJI ij\ju jSj ^Ljc^, 

•IL^I Jl ^yaojl ^J,H\ f9^t±) .^UJI^^JI 

^ ,JJ0 • Vj-"--11 ^ J' J^y yJUJj 4^L.\ ---------- 

filj-fJI o..*1 *’«•••• *Ms *» (j)' o—* •*?■ 

Vy*--*' c^* ^y*£ 'i-fJ* cJL»J ^Jl 

LW ^Jhj J| UUy^ j 

!>* *-• kb. li-ib I L-Jj- jjo iiUJI ^ 

*sJ*’ LJ-*— ft-* ^*»E— jl?wl tajkj i *b£u.VI ^Lc^-.;;^,, 

^*1.. J j LJ 1 cu_*_L^ U ojo cat* ULy^ JL-: 

fft\yr 0-^3 >y'—fO J~*v^_i_Ly 

o|^4jl Ja t * 1liSL— ^ t jj^uJ 1 ^jb U 

• *IjJ>wJI Ja ^i: J_>. 

t • L&*. VI ^jlf- |y 7"J l 2>&" Jjb 

UJ> *Lyy J_bi*-1y_» & liULi^-'i/lyki-l « U:l 

** tJ; ,J > JUJ ^ J>T>1 jly-JI ♦ ^jliJI «-Jy*_J1y j^lijl J, Jj 

v-'l*^1 UJIwJI^Jlyj* ^--5^11 £y.,iyjt T £_ bijOU 

fl*'^’'* Bakj- ly-o-iyy ^At-tjaj^ 

i: .-J^i: jS’i; 01 ^iC, *_ Ji-Ij *-/—^Jl b;U** j^.^: ^ Ll^- jJB 

L>U>JJ ^ J.r_y Jrj^ ' 1 I 01 yJU-~~..?Cll J ^Vl 

vj-«J' dJ J ,^1 l»U>. ,,^-^01 IopL ^ 

c,tjLkJI t ^'fj0 E*l a. (T r IcLlUji f L j Ji ^ 

Ij_a)_rd1 • *,ytSi dliA^-d laj-lj Is Li Lij i_yjCj li» 

«—» >‘I l*« ■ kf c-yj I ^ T i-»JL. L *^iJ*'i \ »j«iJL. V11*, jl»-1 ^ l?1 T (3-J; L L i L 

«—<■! T (iUJ if-** I J l» t .ta^.k..!! jOLJI ^ul t±- a-j-1 j^l..; l^; II 

• «^^L>^JaJ I I < J_a t by Laky UJUbl ^*>ly ^k>»L Jj lil ^ *; 

cr^ ^ ^y*3 O Jl»«J' Jkka* ,jL«.»^a* ly jCi( L— L-a* LS^JkJ jjj3Lk*J I Jykaojl I JJ» «_J L»ia 

»jL 4 <j li— jsj jcJI *a N;» i—du l« i.‘ '*• *•& J^* &ji3* ^kis 'i W*sy|) 

I dy^Ubya 

I yl*6 y\ 

* 
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•i • * 

J—4. LfJ jJ jJI ^Vtall J-*, Ic^t oil ^ly- dlL® ^ t dy^LLy 

Lo*N11 1a JlJ y* Lttul^) ^ ^XpLi»-|j L-*i)l ^u?l*JI J 

J>j* t ^LJI ^X) ^ai: J* * f^liflll J «-U- yj! Ic. lyuI ^ 

f ^ ^*«i) J A«tauJ I ^Sj Li? 

JtiJI, TYjI ul*4jyry.4<jy*J\^\ji}\t ^ UJ I jl^J I ^ 4* U ^ L t jJL. tjL^fyJ] 

\-U^oLk-JliSk^ iftjyryjj. dJJJ* J)n Jo-ixijl IJL» 

Vyj-y o* Crt^J' J^y * c*sj*jy»vi 

^lyJloL^JI i-U»J g_u Jjl jjy JLjL tjly u^ IjoJ-l 

I-(A J*M_^.I COl*1 La*, i-oliy * «J#JI>-'SMc.ljUJ1 ^ ^ J^-ly jbb. 0-,,~ 

0LIJ 01 t,-X> * ° W*-J’ * •*> o* O.K>*[ o^* 0 W*^1 * 4a ,. 

,j jjl ^-Ldl jjjl Lay t j....;;.)L ^ dJJ LjJ ^Vi'jy 

* ^ «Xi. .tfisj L 

L^ L 0U ( ^‘VldJIy- ) «*_UJ1iS>jl Ul 

jjl^yjlc^u- ^l/jljUcVI f J, J J }b.* L~*J ^JLJI fUJI 

J-*'J ** \u\j jf\j*J\{jtjy J*« jli-jl J\j>Jl J yr fb 

c^J^t^Ulc^loyi-JliLLjL^YI fa* J,j Ji-lj U^-oXJjt^yjl ^ 

^—11 lao' </ * t-UU Jv^Jit^l gJluJl.i* 

*-*a-Ji . djj^d^icdUAj^s^ji ji-u^fj jj^gi » 

• JOdl I wL* b a*L~; 

V>--U L-i^ cH ./-*!/ 

• dJ j j^« 4_»»w JL)j • dU J J^Jb ju»1 Y 

v-* “* •**< jSl.^01 j jS'sM j* 

* Je**^-' c*4 Al~J> 

C *dj -jJI J!l—Jl ^ Uy.~.ai viJlc,lyl«idl« JL* ^ IjSl: . 

-^ULy 

» jl 

t L 

0 .Pa^jLy ^aJI^U^JI ^ 4^*y-J\ JJUJ1 Jl jJcL ‘a. ^ j ‘^jL 

♦ jbal»-'i/l J* Otb-J I i*j JJ^pwtdy. <j1 ^LaUI i i» ^ \iiiy. 

u^AJI-Ur^u^JI^-U. J^y. ^Ul jLwYI 

c^Ud vjj' jjWl ^ d*JI ckJU-lvl>—• Ic-c^ 
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-‘j* 0***VU-^* .»-*■dll* » LUIa 

i'-♦v* clrU-1 O ^ J**-' O-**' ‘ Jl^> <*^>1^1 «^;U, 

^UOJ t-ahJUjL* ^ \>ihtt 01 • ^jUsil, 

-: * ♦^ilpjjl «^*JI f ^yy*i * ki^ojl JLki; IajI*I*L 1 

Ly J c***"!) J> ■*« o (/* <—j^ill * L^» 

• l_ 

• b—S~J 
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Document 7A-12 

jLm« ^ jJt I^>JLcL^LaJj 4 15" 1*44 <Ji 

i» l -L* *.< <JUa l^Jli jJ^4 I • c*j^45^dl 

4 .0 UI *JLiUJ1 '^1p^^ *..» ^ <.l*»g 4 w .«JI 4*m* LimJ I ^1 CJL*.iiJ I 

>^<Lm*J I C# ^11 ^ bL^ • VI JL>P Ixtf 4 J^>^4 UU«J 

* JjjLJ 1 J^rJ Imj <b Jy A■« J I ^1 UjJ 1 ^ 4l^bWM^ jJ ^ J.tfllJ jj J^t.iftl I 

• |X*^ ^ *-LA IaJI Jl«^ 4 dJ J |^U.j jJI 4 p^-Jf 

I ^'ll 1 I c 1^ <» hid I jj«li« Jj<fli»JI LIj L> 

J-l * Ly • 'll I I I j ^ V 4 <^>uJ I < Jla I^aJLmJ 

j »& n^dIj Jj*^JI ^L*JI jl^iJI^4 ltJOj 4 L*> L^jl»j4 ^1?Iyj4^ oJl L 

J—> ^ ^ ^*^JI ^» <jl jdl i jlaLm ^4 a^ jjjuJI cijl>*4 ^ I 

• J—k# «*U-1 jJI i/ 

JUW 01 ^ ui^UJI I ^ fC<Ll4CAfj4 

♦ ^jaJI ^‘bJI 

A-^aJ I 4,1a! I 4 Lw ArfCy4 V I <^4S»J I 4^4* IJM ^llc- i^la^jL* A^lfcJ L 1>^>U> ^ if 

J-^JL^01^i^*4 ^-IjLJ« ^1^*1 ^L^Vl -kkiMJl iyL: jlaLu Ll;1 j! 
v»-» 

J l . ■ ilftd I g^y4 ^1 ^ ^4 ^-?v ^JlJj 4 AAMrUJi -kLi3*)M ^4 J JLP 

• A^b>ij4 ^ ^>J4 I jl 4jJlP J^JIc^aJI ^if|l( 

4 -4J UJ I A>J4 Ay A^_>J l^rljj -Ux>»d I ^4 y> £ UJ C/y> Jb>W L ij I 

^-JUcJJ jy j U o^J ^-iJ^Ji \ bLjJ p-^i: UU 4 # j L~ UJj 

4 ^JU.-»VrtJl i1-»-!>* (/ ^iAyUJlj ^ 

• j-» j ji oJ'y * 4 j-* j ji> iiL^Jl t>**i> o U*J <_-^i>- y L^ 

bjWl) 

la J Li. o LjJ ».« liJ Ua 4 <u a*- jl «->-lax; vJ^ «>h»M o I^ Ji »i) L_a J^*y^ ■*. —: IL 

Jy—na}I vb J V-*-^ o' oA cA * O V>i?' * ^S* '~XZJ~~ Jt* jy J «- Jj « .. 1) JL* 4*1 

J^L—»wl ,J»-1 ^J» t ^Jsp t • \yi LAjlflfrl^ VI »«►. (JLI .)..rfj I y Ig lj-~ll 

»J1 

t 

-JlyMlcUjii, L,jl • i/Hy A Vs^Vt1 L*^^ <ili*$ qS' 

■*^4 JSliJI I .». (.;C»UyiJI « Vj-*J' jJ' ^*5 J*^ L^ jJj t t^jUt 

jJajJI JaJaiJI loa £*»' >J Li^U 1 i»j VI Jy 4S ^ UtjJ I ^SJ LiJ lijl 
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1 JLft • 4 jI^u* cl J j ^6 mW«JI j 4 *,lc.»»)I ^(jJj j S*U|^ 

• Jxwj V1 ^mJI ^4 

y * <J*>U 4 Jl tiLj j*jj 

• <d) j 3JI j# 

4 «tL ^*u Uj ^1 ^aUI U5^ 4 «JjUcmyJ <■" 4 JjUa^j c^Ci>^< 

L |.«j * <.M 4 ^ c^i^iLisI tfi jiSj 4 ^>is »Ji ^1 < Jjiu.ltcl^lfcI 

l 1 •! • *V Ji>IjW^^> ^ li 4 u> a«^ jic>t^ilc VI # <1a cjIT 

^ 4 b^k* |^lUJI jla a^‘l^>cl^iliJI 

v,^‘Tv? * ^|^y*VI^* L&g j> ^a- lijIjl^ukL* V ^h*j 4 j4-**^ ^*1^1 

l ■■i.l>U4JI<.il*.^ c-wbjIj jl**JI ^/y^^1 

• U CwbJIj «L*Jl CU^JI l JLA I4-^aJI Iw li 

^ Uj UTC>^_*J I ^)b JI Jj I USu 4 i^aJ I ^J UJ I ^ 4 JL>p I Arf^A I JA«J Iw I 

• jl jU^ ^j***y* |J^k# c l^>j |j2^Uj 4 y»» I^J j IJ ^1 Jj|j 

I Ju> Luy« C Jl»J Ij I ^ JlA V cJh» Au^aJI l-^*.»JI 4 J>j ^ o^j 
t v 

bf 4 A^AlJI 4 J Lb ^ JjJ 1^ Ij AgJL^*« *V 1 Aw Lw -J>M CUJ Ijl^ M 

JiJI ^> j JuJ ^K>j * b f CJLI I Aj^aJ I Co^aJJ I 4 Jl^^J * I >L*»w u; 

O I_»\JH*J b ^U>uJI Jj A*iU)l 3 jl^i ^ U I 4 J UiJLi jL»lj I UAj 

j jIaJI *L*j)U 4 u *.».«— Jl^k VIgA*.* cjK* jJL) • J>l J aL ■ J j uJI 

j I • aa> L» o lj J^i cJjJ^ 4 Ju> cj K* A>ulJ I c li)l> d La ^ IT 4 J VyJ 

J 4 djLwVlj cl>LwJI 4 Jla JLa ^)jC *V b^fi ajJ^wJI 4 uLijl 

j^—* *Jj ^ o> "■.‘b-*.** plj • J*-*JI ^a*-1 I ^^»LV L^JI ^i%^ 

^ m ^ jj VI clLdw jl>v lu«*> I *uJ 4 J»im*JI ^ IjgJ* OJ&*0 ^jy 0 ^ «L u 

jjj 4 di Ug — l* 11 v»wpj I j 14 4aJ^ j pL 4-^>^ 4^1i«»*» 4 j Li* ^ JJ Ij 

<J^>P ^ ’(r^V* -£s*rSjs ^r^ I I J L^x 
4 ^(* *-• 11 Ll>v)La* ^»i>u l* I • jvj>^)T I Jla <uI^y^; jjVI I I ^>1 ii> 

4 - tMlJl oL^>JI J^aJI ^S> • \ UJ» 4-P^paJ QS- dll*.) I I^J ^JS-yA 

jCA{ 4 4J A^*jkl 4^>w • Jub J t jl* Ja |^J Uj dJ Jj J |) b^ 

-J-aJJI j Jla ^ UUwl l^j J l^g-^Jj OJ *gUL*J 4^JliJI oI UtfUlJI 

^jJ I p) UJ I 4 iX>^ JaJ^>T ^^^* d La • u ■.> iU*LJ IgJ K* lj ^ j |^) 4 L 

LUI Liy LfJ K*^ JJI4 c jy-yJI a^aJI Jjy ^a cJpl J-iJ ljbj aJI 

67 
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•»r' 

<»r-£*-**■*• I kjVI Js) 

I»-- ..; jLJI j^'tCal j\jjl ^lliKy 4 Vv-^JI {JLo. ^ l<t I - 

' j-P ^£»»P J** I 4 Jl^ jj 4J t jjjj; 

^>* 0**-*^:*>t ^ *-t-“ )''-*■»>•-)I ^U* i-^»- *j*aj.1 ^ JJI jcJI 

«-a-UiUj-*>V La^li-i^jt pfSjL+t ljj'.'f...4iJ\<rjjJ\ 

v^-ll CU; li-,4 ^ xi* J-Li, <Ji^J 

• JCaJI I Lj.»i* y^»14j» Jjt 4 d>j 

•JjjJI l^UiJI^iA- ^Jl Jfcjt 01 jLyl J^l 

* yj ‘■s^s/*^' *jk*JI J^Ej-L a.i.U'JI «^».VI jj -i■ 1 n 

* ly>^. w-ikJ> ^.VlkLuJ!, 

^-L^LaJI dLJI CAjjJ- ^iiJ fl1 ±u LJI 

O-^'* qK^.^1 Ott— 1»>L-^11 .‘.~JI^^jjLJIjjtj JLi» 

c'J-io* C?^‘ ' **J>aJlc-lilfc^ll ^yoi^, ojSL^i, U;1 ^KL^X) Ui*t 

* ( 4jLa>v 4a,lo.i».lI o Ulc^ 1 ) 

CTVJ^1 i> U a, }U* fc^fl jtl»l ^ U^J^J 

^l!oVI Ijj* ^ ^iJ,* .OJI*^ (/oU^jx#* i 

£—lUJIi-k* ,/c/^Li li-J o^* v'U^11 y*>kiU 

o-!> ly>^ 1 ** ./-k^ o-l* 1JJ* dJi U. .^JL >, *X^| 
4 * 

!oj* J^>- ,X~y OLa^J U,.1j Jl t JL^J ^; 

j-£. I AAj J^c 7Sjj4^u,t, jS" UU,1 

• wk K^.1 J*i Jj JU jj Jvi JL^I c^-4 j-LijVI 

• (/y.'iMvJJ=JI Js-^+A ^ | jU^J 

J-Ui, q^- «:V * << jJ sS JJI ^ Uy 

• ^-LyXaJI dJ-JI jJIc-Lilt^l, 

• <>iJt JLaX-IjoI^ ^ 0^| 0t a*i; ^ fJ(_ 

v-^*01 J^' J^sJ,JJIolili;^M II* ^ L-Jtl < 

*y^[ r» J^o—I J^oUvJ^ V-aj J J**- jUjiU; dlu* 0ts^ 4 4JJZ, *iL^nJlj 

• 4JU ,^p \Xij4 J\j v, jkijl ljj» Ui*,4 vU^' ^«yi,,JL^*;, 
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•u * 

-£!> UJ fp, I * 4 .»v.JI ^ ^:tU—101 tfLy 

"'J ;,IN" J JJ I ^ J I kl^JI L T *41 11 I Ju» m»y"" I jL t Jlf^w tiJ l_L* 

j—rj’* dJ J o^1-^ * £>^J’ ' -vr Jj» t >1-^1 I Ju» ^ 

• •^'s yt-'’ o’ **-*-! **J® W*“ o’ 

O '** <J '&•£ V>9* Jjyly f»JUl_ IfLl^ 

o*^"!^*-1^* Lilia*#! '■*-*>♦ * >»wg*M |»»^U*Jy» Jufc 

• J'V* •*>?" 

O “ ff.,'>>’ ij ' Oll^* ■» l» 0s*-** c*ij t^al 

* J *»'**■* * jn "iM C, ljl^iy J^il^l* 1Jj^mZ H <ul»;Jlj> «.lfcm «Jf J jlfij «#fa>Jlt»JI^»,lM UJ 

-J$>Z'\j\ji)\ 4 J-fJ 1^* lilf^iijl lint. JjU • 

</ <&> * **x>—Srk-’ « j-» • ^ u^i v, ,>Li«..ir* 

OJU^** ^’* o’ ^o’ k* UjjUc ^ jl f‘»k<v‘ o^ts^C l£« jl»- 
t 

0\$J* J^j * *# jIa*JI j£—-**JI J^* ««l»;Jl dl^p'VI J^U. olljLsJt 

«■■ ■!> ^ </* J-*~ t «*J> jJI C-ljl/UI « JL^ 

*-JJl-J JU^cJ*#* ^-1 Jj\ L-1 t.a^do 

4 i? *y <>*** ^ 2 «*Jeu* jl>J1 U 

uJIotj|^iJLj Uf JUj i jl>mJI Vloljlyi^ 1^1 J^IaJ ^ ^ -T 

• «J 1>J 14 JLa ^ * <_&]!*«• l & C) 

r oyfl Jli • ^ iJaiJl ^ ^ 

V>* Ji|^7 ^ 4»hu.M q 1 h^dC 

j - ^ ^*V 1j*»L II 

^5[Jt a^jJL Jt • a^oaJI 4 ^ 4^5 jLp ^aJI ii» 'ilj IsJi ^J3V»t 

* ^ ♦4/* t*»VIi)j 4JI ftj VIcib>l U.^4 4 jJI a*lit 

* J^#>— j^ili££ US^JL^* y> 

• ^ O^1' ^ ^L)1 

< ,y* <i»j ivwj 'll I t yZj I I l»w AgL*^«J 1 4 J ItfJUJ ^UJI 4 l>v ^11 t 

^ jiU <ui^l4 Lo aj vL^ U^-U-Ji ^4 <Jj^J &->*' * 

»’ *—> 4 U Afj^A4^L^Jll4 i^> ^ jlkj Jij 

<■!■■■.■) J U»lwM»j t* UpL» ( C I J> *1 bU^.j duj 1 ^4 |^b Jj jJt ^4 
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Document 7A-16 

•n' 

C* L^ ^yt* "i 4 a^>- Uii^U 

l—. ,.iij*o ^UJI I 1a O'-**' * 4 'xtJ? LyJS"4^3yji £* A.yyiJI a^-JI. 

eP*-Oii^*' * vy^J' v*°au^l^j a^j 11 

iXi' ojl 

*^V lt'J'J 4 j v^v * * *Vr ^JLy a 1a 

a—-^* c^s^'c 5-*’Li-> Lsb jL>«.^»*- </ ^ •‘cit 

4'-*J*t UHy, I 1a t W.,..101 <u*iiU J,LJIj J jUJI JjJI j US’ 

4jZi}y * aa1i>mJI au. .» ,!.11 c.UlalJ Ij >-.y»JI Jijlo yjIOlx>-LJI 

O tf Lu* • yijk ..10K . *J 1 y> Laid Ij A*l J nil Aj>J Li JJA litdLit Ajji'VI 

*1 o* 1*^-1) Ai>JJ 14 1a Ji, LJSLt Kly t juo ,lrf> Ll UlU I «_.*,.:J I 

U~ •‘•' '•} c~KLt aJ^JJI*t J*ajl jfi~ ,jt J«ty La Jjo Cj^CwI ^LclJ ,jt 

• ^Lvdl JS" 

* (£*■• «>*LaUJ a i^J b> ^»■ US!.: 

**U0U j!oa1~I jv’bj«M_y I il* jS^yy*. J^JJI Jlb-Ji*~Jb 

4-*-*'-iJI Lib fUJI j- 4j^ Lj-Jo ^ * 1 J i~ a;^ 

aJ, bb*s oJI iJj xll Ld» t Jj- Lit a*t ^ A^j f jO* ^ ^ Ul cuijJI j 

( ' 'Yt Ai- y» ' 1* jjJli* J>-tt-J jj Vj-*J I L^» ^JI 

IIaj » aU<.~,^1 ^Ipa^juIa-JIM aJj jJI ^i; Ui» 

a ,_.;t.L,..|* aJj j 4^4 ^ ui* Jji U.« .*. ^ 111 ^...i*.H j\ji* Ui»- 

JJ« jjcJI J>-fi oli>J »/ a!»J j J^b—b 

aJj jJI < 1a IjJli 4 <■ *^.~L ,.101 aJj oJL (Jb^^b c«l?'^-)) 4 * q.-~^ —.-. 

V-5^* ^1 oWJ'j^ La^ Ulet ^ t J^b— > >i a; jiyij • 

J>j|j 4 jj»cJI ^.1/1 fUl il»1 o'cy^-*^ f jJ IJU dJ J j-y * 4Lf J-i; U;1 

* ' Y A Ai- A^ySl.*. Ai*3" * AaIcJ UI J,* ly. jj t . ^>^1 jj I J t. 

V-AAy>JI a 1a b* jJ* v-jijJI U,Jt.c~»c» ^Jl LJ b* jj 

* J Cai tf t p, — 1 

o W*' i^-J—»b* L:ti l^: b* jJb ^ 'Ui^l < 1a JT Lai 

• Ailt.0tSl/l'ib ^‘tc-iOl L Lit J^it* 

* j1— 

i 
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Document 7A-15 
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*» • * 

J-* 1^*1^ ,/JI 4^*11 ^ 0^; 

*—‘-Ns-*T\s( L^<£*,•»• <yll «JL.jJI » dJ j ^ JJ.L. 

*—W—1 *>VV>*J!> fM' </ MjJj I^^oaL^VI II* 

OliA Os- • fut p\ 

or*5 • 

« J 11 Vl • 

'**-fi-tf o' J jX^vJJa: 1^4 J J-oJI IJL^oljjLl. ^»>t> Jjj 

o\* JJiJI ^Vl p^aijlol^ki. 01 0Ujl I JLgw I JL>- J^JI* JjL-aJI 

ft*' </0l JU*VI < J-=«idl VI^>. j^j JSLl^ J ■-: ouS”, ■ : 

-i~~*•’ J^U-1 J3-1 J*£«=*!• fLiii ^4 0uj<_y»-,/ jjyj 

4-- pi; L jl^-liV 4l^JL ^ 01 juiJI Jjy.'il 'Uj^I dU* fc^l j ^ 

• ^Vl JJLy JfdJX ^^-JUjl-4 JU^VI, j^t.Uw- jjy.1 

jy~- ^ *A <£l» <Ao*"!>* ^y. jic^ lj 

a>-oi 4-101 4-^JJI^,v jUI, 0UJvy.r^J US'^-yjl lift 

f-■5-iL,J oAy * <-*O^JI I jj» J*-! ^ ^UU, Jf lj joy 01 I Oa- rj-JI ^ 4 Ja^jvi 

flo*1 **■»-■ p-0* o* * *fcJ-oiJj/i^:yjl ^ •Ikui-.jjJI 

U—jt “Mj ULii-l ^_>v 4 ^Jli>)l £. «JLJj c)U UJ ^ IT«^VI 

11—* Os jLOl ^ L U IjJlj jjJ 4 y I^OI c, MUl^-l jyjL^} , L ..:-^; .. «l: 

O-^* Os •**>; OO13 v'X‘~” »Ao'«*-a* WA OjU^ {J1-9 

J—t$ y | VliO-l ^1 l; tyi li 

-‘■-■^'“"co3^*" lP-*s * o W-l if 4^*JI^< c. VLa:l Ll^j-1 <oJ'H 

'-i—^ ^1 liS” IjTsLlj < -Vr o.-.-L^ ’OOl ^ UJ lj ail ^fJS-4 J»>Li>-^v.j 

• -)jyj' «^>yJI« jLiJIj VI juo 

• 1* all* Utj tSjLXm < j LJ dU* 

»-jL*Jlc.Lt»iJI <I*|v,cMJt < o-j-^U^UjI 0j£ 01 la>. {^J\ ^ w^ll II^J 

^UJ 4 jLJ ijs-jpyi v-rs * J- iSj£-VI jyJ*^ lol) if AjjJL^-VJ 

o^J i/ $Jyry. oW^cr yf jo -> o& o^v^ osto—JJ* «Jj •£ 

«j l— 

i '-»>^UUK 

* 4*-» cr^i f^-*o o V *Jj jJ I UJ £, <j_— jjCJiU V 
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Document 7A-18 

«»jLjJI —>-ol— 

* \ DL LcI aa4 x j^4jLj L^jt (I 

• f O-J 4 ^ ^ 

^•iUI a_A ^ ■■* 11 j£~11 I ■>-(*< aa^J I JX^S (>• (T 

* JiHj 'll 

d^cx-^JI CL^I fapc-bjUJI (r 

*-*)-iA^X Jjif <r «-iLy-*} * g *LJ * L>S 

*-y^~' (O T v./*-^ ^*J-» VC~!/ jw»t Ja ^Xh JSXj 

• <uiPjL*^t jj a-»~ IJLa .u.11 

J——*V? * «*li j?*-i V sLsVI q I * «J^L dJ J {jt’tj 

• cl) is* I^C 4_»_^*J1 L-* U a^jt ^4 

^il) I I i» J^ijj 4 A«liU«J I 1 U^t; d..‘J I <LfJ Jj L- 

• I_a la_'l 

J A« l» —*^V 4 *» laUJI <J^a: I -^T C....^..Jl Uvitj 0 tS" 

A» JaU.II VjaC dliA La jU. <-y UJI JJLaf(^iao ^oLjJLm i, Juu 

‘-‘-X o Wnj j LU* LLii.. I ^ jjl ^iyVI jjjJI ell J ^j**t KL^t * L>o 

c. Lji— d La ^ V ,jJ I ^ I a^s- »j L-JI u, LI JU Lia- 

• (^ J^asJL L*<^j« 

J>L»- •**) • L*XJ, fLti;ib l^J \^i, 0tr«jLpt (i 

‘—>Lil 4«jUJv>t|ja-iL)Ji6 Ij^aipl 'll! 4 ^J^-.J I £_l*ajl j£} iLU. 

j-.VI • t>..^ Jjli, jjl LL. jLt^t ».-l.: ^1 

• *lLU \jj*a «J V « jj_*JI X- aJI 

J-is ^IgJai^s jL* ^V '>ILij 4 a^-^JL; LaL- UUiAlc.iii.»?..Jl ^a<t (o 

<j—^ KXI LjJ ^_)5l |xxi ajI 4 a^L-JI L'LJ 

^1^jAi-Sj4 «-ii-laJI a-»1 Ji-ai; ^ l^-»Sj4 <akijl g_L>jVI 

♦ «—-«j MJI O I jf ^kiC 

‘jyj 



THE COMMUNIST BLOC CONNECTION 

Document 7A-17 

* I Y * 

|J—** ai* Jp. ^y.VI ijJyJl 0lwJI dL* 

c-jtSJ ^L-JI IJ* jx; jJ UJst ^ JJI 

ljl‘ tH**-*' '•*-» v'»J' cr1* ul* ^ S*i}b j£>1 

4-- Vj-fJ* u^i ^ I i* 0 'll * LjXL; jj-jI ^juj* Jj, jjo dL* 

4 “*-* * * oyir** y f*J *Je»-JL (5^ JS" o 

jLfewiL 1,0^, 4- Ij^j: ^ j «^-ly uiXdj-«j 01 j^iL, j 

V*-» Tllol jLJIc^oj K^.1 y, -dk^JJI 

U-U c, Lt»«jc ^ T i T J tjjySjO IJI IJ IjJU ail ^ juUI 

au ^ b^.1c^.ijs \yy fu^aj^trij,^ ^ ^ 

^ jjl I Jl^L. «o-X'jlk> 0L ^jP>* jL:^ 0LJ U-* &* 

* T i T *~JL Lj-ip Liuly. Iw jy» JL* f 4 jly»-l ^jU 1/lj 4, jUJJI 

• li*4 J»i« j * * j,.! ^ dJ J« 
T t 

• ^j-u jy»J j^a* £-• lylL \y 

4 J\j* y * ^ *_y». jij k 4 oy) \k * fj^*3 M/J®' jS^ i jl* 

Cr*J * W*«y J*3'-11 <r->*‘*! l* * *J»uJI <J* J^aJIy» ^ •>J'lM ^j£ 

--44 b Uc-i ol»il»Jl JS" j jl>w ^,1 J>L»«4j < •i-j" 4jMp q jjVI LiJiU^l# I a* 

t/*-“ J) * *0*-“* ‘ «Jj aJIj 4 jyjJI Li*. L^-j .iSM ^£j^u ^'L 

l j-i-V* 

* j1 

* VjU-JI JS”^c.liiL»JI«a* 

‘~~ *■.*■!> I <-U lj- L^y t^>w» *li=—j U—J J>>»; cXl 

• jl o*Ct>W 

4-XL aj-lj ,3-jL ,^» |X j-—; U;l ^^-»»; t ^ jl»»JI v^«_, x>JI I JL* ^j> i j 

* *J l» Jw»l j;j«~ Xt».i jjj vv-^-TI (3s J-*° ^•.■*>■**■1' J L»«J ^ I * J»«»j )l I, ^yjJI *j "‘ i 

* ij* L*>VI ^t* *<buJ^ Ly^JI LJjIm^I J*\ij 

• *lLl L^^*J *4 hlfcll t jl I yt 

• fjfr I^Jkl j>y^ ^/<i4 U>U44 1^1.44 ULjww JUuJI ^4 I Jl t J C-JL^ 

4T + i;l 

73 
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[Documents 8 - 15]: Graduation diplomas of PLO personnel in Communist 
countries 

[Document 8]: Soviet diploma 

Awarded by Soviet Ministry of Defence to Zyad Ibrahim Sharkas, who com¬ 
pleted a course for infantry platoon commanders in July 1981. 

■4KMCTBFCTBO OBO?OHU CCCF 

CBHflETEJlbCTBO 

31 N» 13693 
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[Document 9]: Soviet diploma 

Awarded by Soviet Ministry of Defence to Rafat ‘ Abd-al-Rahman Ahmad Silmi, 

who completed a course for platoon commanders (reconnaissance) in January 

MHHHCTBPCTBO OBOPOHbl CCCP 

CBHflETEfibCTBO 

AH N? 13661 

llacroawee CBHaeieatcrBo Bu^aiio. 

PaaomtiJUa .3>p-Paxmah¥ 
Axmaah. 

tom, .«rro oh . 19&#r. nocTymui . 

h . jsB.I. r. OKOHVt»^.. .. 

.;. 

>. cncuHa^buocTM KOAVAHAMP.. 

PA* *A?£A VMQTOV WIKJAA 

IlacToflmee'ot^ifleTMbCTBo aaeT npaBO na 

nocTOHTeabHoe,jAnoaHeiiHe paCoT, coniau- 

rx c noayveHH(rf'qAeuHMbHocT^io. 

P/l 
JftWl/tMUM 

Ln.l .19.&.).. r. 

-"—■* Ppr«rrptqntiiBwrt /f,. 

THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE^USSR 

CERTIFICATE 

AN N? 13661 

This is (o certify 

entered in .lA A%....S.WI9.and graduated 

/. ' ■ 
majoring in. 

19. 

The bearer Qi^the Present Certificate enjoys 

the privilege fof independent activity associated 

with the Major Sdbjqct. , 

t ■ ;i / / 
* Commanding Officer j/ 

’ ' /.S v 19. 
. • f' 

Registration „Vo. 

% 
x 
t 

i 
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[Document 10]: Soviet diploma 

Awarded to Captain ‘Abd-al-Aziz Mahmud Abu Fedda in March 1976, upon 

completion of a course for infantry battalion commanders. 

MHIIHCTBPCTB.) OBOPOHbl CCCP 

CB HJ^ET EJ1 bCTBO 
■/o 

AH N? '.3765 

llacromnee chhjictcjilctbo uujiano 

Jtantijnaitc/ 

B TOM, mto OB.B ah3tfk,\97^r. nocTymui.... 

h b aV.BiVVftil 9 . okomvux 'IihffldJUXXZ 

no cnPu«anbR0CT« ... 

iTWbCTBo aacr npaso Ha 

[O-imeHHe pa6ot, CBH3au- 

HHajlfcHOCTMO. 

jyaxptftcL .. 19.?®. r. 

I'erNrrpaqitoaHui) 

THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE, USSR 

CERTIFICATE 

AH N? 13765 

This is to certify that.CtxptciiTl 

' Ctbu Obdul<lyij711alrnu3od < 

f 

iri. 

-Pec*** 

entered in October 19 ^ and gradue-ed 

from the TTystiet CUzadeiruj 

in TTlarch |9tb 

majoring in tpUZ CpcrfSe Of Injcint- 

..I 
tile fearer resent Certificate enjoys 

Privilege for indiijijndent activity associated! 

W(h the Major Sdbjicl. 

0 

il 
" -/■ __, O arajaju*,, 

'tJr * JTtaibat% 19 TB 

RajMrallM Xo.y 



THE COMMUNIST BLOC CONNECTION 

[Document 11]: Soviet diploma 

77 

Awarded by the Ministry of Defence to Muhammad Mabry Hussain upon com¬ 

pleting a course for electrical technicians at the Odessa Military School in June 
1980. 

mm 

MHHHCTEPCTBO OBOPOHtl CCCP 

CBHAETEJlbCTBO 
11 

AH N? 35064 

Hacronmee cBmeTWbcrBo bh;mho . 

MbKAHUHA^ J&A&PK 

a tom, bto ob.&0eKARM19?A r. nociymui. 

H a VitOHC ... 1910. r. okohbh.1 KSPChl ttPW 

.OOCftCK.Q» QBke6wHeHHOM 

.ftoeHHOM.aMMAUU^e. 

no cneuHaabHOCTH .. teXHHK no.. 

ckicTemve 3AeKiPonuTAHna 

eTMbCTBo AaeT npaBO Ha 

l^noaHeHwe pa6ot, cbb33h- 

riftx C TjleuHaJibHQCTbio. 

p$tMa&>p i—x&Ojc.n«A«)c/ 

4*12  UKJHfl 'r. 

PeraeTpajitiHUf Jf.. 

THB MINISTRY OP DEFENCE, USSR 

CERTIFICATE 

AH N? 35064 

This is to certify that. 

.Jn.QMA.MRS..MABRY.HUBS AIM.. 

entered In BECEMBER.. 191A_. and graduated 

from ..COURSES... AT...OSSAAA....COMBl1M£S 

.JIUtlTARV.SCHOOL. 

.In.JUNE. 1980.. 

majoring in XECHM1C1AM. OP....RLRCIIU.C... 

.POWER- SUPPLY.SYSTEM. 

The bearer of the Present Certificate enjoys 

dependent activity associated 

ject. 

the privi 
-vr> 

withNtte Major 

B 
■CL ".JURE. .J-19A0.. 

Registration Xo.. 
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[Document 12]: Hungarian diploma 

A warded to Muhammad Farlin Kador by the Hungarian Military A cademy upon 

completion of a course for T-34 tank drivers, in February 198L 

t - 
. , 

.l.. . ay.. nk Iga/olvany aziXnm 

t 

•, ....... 
•iVavT 7 

... sx. alakulat 190--• • .<Jv H 

..pfft... ho Tr.V..napjttn kelt.Z/.;szumu £ 

parancsa alapjan 

ill. Q$zt£lffi hircl8csifiieti*¥e 
Mpett ela 

< ■ ■ *t h%* I , IV\.Az elolo; 
(r«ndtokozat) y., 

gyartraanyu 

f, HarchocsivezelS . . |1 
M narckotsm ....uzemdrn vezeioi 

da t In 1 ren .del k ez i k. 

nutCMWMu 

J7*. f, If gyak.orlat.ta... 
.*. , Te. hnikai foikeszultsd'gknek fui.,- 

| . gyartmanvu As tipusu . I 

1 harekocsikat. rohamlovekeWt vezetni, 

^........ ....•'tt'5:'. 
(Hk: vcz, sa jatkenl . j , .•/*• •»• -•'*• • • • >-.<* —♦*•••/.- 

Klti . . ■: & ■ U }. > ■ - 
' (az aLlep<eu>st,eJrende!o pks.r.’.isuHHft) 

M.l .. «v 4.if:ho M?. nop.il 

MNHF - W..WS12 Kor-1. Ny. - 040 
■N 

P. H. 

..... . . . ■: ;■ 
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[Document 13]: Yugoslav permit 

Issued to the officer ‘Awad Esead Ziad. 

[Document 14]: Vietnamese diploma 

STALNA PROPUSNICA 

reg.broj 4. 

888310 
ftroj leglmac.) 

Qficir 
(6in -.zvanje) 

AWAD 
(prezime, o6e- 

ESfiAD ZIAD 
vo ime i Ime) 

Awarded to Mahmud ‘ Abdul-Fattan Zeidan in May 1980, upon completion of a 
course in Vietnam. 
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[Document 15]: Soviet diploma 

Awarded to Colonel Rashad Ahmad ‘Abd-al-Aziz al-Nebris by the Soviet 

Ministry of Defence, upon completion of a course for armoured battalion com¬ 
manders in January 1981. 

mhHhctbpctbo obopohu cccp 

CBHflETEJlbCTBO 
t< the MINISTRY OP DBPBNCB, USSR 

CERTIFICATE 

AH N? 18203 

Hacroamee «W4efM*CTB0 Bu^aHo.. 

xfitmiM Atox A** 
a?... 

. 
pi m&u*wt...jfc- ; >: 

-.....f;' 
»0 dP^hiwcTB. 

■..rnktAkhanik^ 

aeteabCTBo aaeT npaBO Ha 

?noaHeane pa6oT, cdiiaaH- 

.™ WJv 
AMAk£H.isd.l. r. 

Dmmlmni #. 

■■■WiP^vwaRNBimy 

AH N? 1820$ 

This la to certify 

“toed >«.i. 
from.. 

.VAjs, 

majoring in 
l#„,__ ' 

-"■-gfc.f, .1 

.l-hefiesttfnf <he Preaeot Certificate enjoys 

Sh; fnlvile^e-jor^dependesf acHvitjj.*aaocisted 
tj/fm ». jcic-'.jW J 

t:V \0Mm ’V "*1 

2^1.* JAAlWt^ 
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[Document 16]: Armour course in Hungary 

The document lists 3 officers and 8 NCO’s. 

° 4-11 / I 

C" ^ 
4. I lyti 4| Uj I 4 I 

4-JjI^ 

\^» ^/ • /r I 
’At J^l/ / 

\/ 

r-V1 

6*12,1 

• )Uq l^jiJ I 

xai/a/x/ ^k i«a/j^jl^yu)* vLtf 

—1 Jjj.il liw ..ii 

I <t+ u Ugl ■ J)l fj"** X'Xtrx 
Jb>l ^La> t \ 1 4 i 

r**U' •***» J*l~»fpU r i m 
An J(«i« #U« V X1 a X 

oW*" 4»il» T X \ VT 

«V*Jt Jl^ ■ t 1 • o \ 

J- () «W»! * A* X" /X 

jlg.fcaJI y\ J^ijS J*f—. A'Xt* 

X • A • X 
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[Document 17]: Air defence course in Vietnam 

A PLO order asking area and unit commanders to appoint candidates for an 
air defence course in Vietnam to begin on 20 December 1981. 

C‘LO'(U. fij -y 
-* 

(l ) eJj_.jeJ I o Iji jJli 

0) <-JLCU 

( I ) J--k-JLliol^i Jjli 

( ' ) ; j U->-l c ly oili 

( I ) 1-.-vuioly Jju 

( ' ) I YJI ly JL‘U 

( I ) ^UjJI 

( ' ) JjJ1 JK ysA I 

( ' ) CJ-Jl cUi]t 

•*-y d I 

^ 2> MJ dJ Jj &S\ yj, VI 1 .' i 
-£> L-*aJ I 

>_/* ■ 

>• J I aa 1 ^ J JU- J U. I jJC . \ 

f v5>^J ' ^ U jJ I ^s. 

r*c* ' (X- .* J l—j I ^ • \ 

* ' Ui /M A • fj8fLvi ^ 
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[Document 18]: Armour courses in Hungary 

A list of 32 PLO trainees to be dispatched to various armour courses in Hungary 
in December 1981. 

p*j»' 

C-» UJ! 
4jL*U)I feLu&t 

AjjSojli 

\\ W iJ \ \\ ' f ^ / "• 

V / < ~y I r \\ " ,v' ' - ^ A 
y /-V? * ^ lai ^ ^xuu p^v^i 

La—^ 5 jr^-V v Y<Iy> ' rr \/’ l-^sA tV V 
' y •' " \ & » 

P UJ <—-_^ ^ | 0° I^X ^ ^ -> 

<2->J > c/?>r t ujp \~t£_J ^ 

' \ M - ' - / / , ♦ 

9 ' ^ "rW f- ^ y> ^y^y, oyy ua \ 

-U^-xJ 3 ^ *uS 

y^L 

V«v' -At-/4" 
/ 

-> 

X'"' 
C-r^ fcfyf\ ' 

^ . 

Uj? 
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Document 18A-2 

S j-LII aCalaJI Sdlgill 

<u cjLUtll 
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[Document 19]: Company commander course in Bulgaria 

A report on misbehaviour of a PLO participant in a course for company 

commanders in Bulgaria, 29 August 1980. Lt. Mahmoud Muhammad al-Rawai', 

who signed the report to the PLO operations staff begs that he be allowed to 

complete his course. The names of another nine PLO participants appear in the 

report. 

sy*.-,JyV1 

6\yJi Lmijyc \<\/\. | py yj 
' " > i. . <• . . . .. i iy „ y S^y^J> _> LCt-ji 

\iPy LtJO I 

( fl ij ^ CLyy - 
w L5 yS'rJJfy ^ La iJ * 2^ Lit cpy ^yy 
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Document 19A-6 
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[Document 20]: Company commander course in China 

Four units of the FLO are urged to dispatch three officers each, for a course for 

company commanders in China. 
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[Document 21]: Course in Yugoslavia 

Major ‘Awd-allah Ahmed ‘Umar abu-Leil, the commander of the Galilee Batta¬ 
lion in Fatah, is sent off for a course in Yugoslavia, 28 August 1981. 
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[Document 22]: Army engineers course in East Germany 

On 11 January 1982, a cable from Fatah headquarters asks all units to send 

their candidates for a three-year course for army engineers in East Germany, at 

the end of which the rank of second lieutenant would be awarded. 
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[Document 23]: Air defence course in North Korea 

A Fatah report of 21 January 1980 certifies that the 21 NCO’s listed here have 

successfully completed an air defence course in North Korea that was given from 
1 April to 10 October 1979. 
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Document 23A-2 
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[Document 24]: East German Military Academy course 

All Fatah units are urged to send candidates to an expanded course in the East 

German Military Academy. The candidates are to report for interview on 22 
February 1982. 
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[Document 25]: Staff college in Yugoslavia 

A cable-order from Fatah headquarters to its units to send candidates to a staff 

college in Yugoslavia. 
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[Document 26]: Courses in Eastern bloc countries 

A list of courses taken by officers and NCO’s of the September Martyrs 

Battalion/Kastel Brigade/Fatah in Eastern bloc countries. The handwritten 

document was captured in Sidon. 
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[Document 27]: Report on PLO mission in USSR 

This report, addressed to Arafat, contains details of a PLO military training 

mission to the Soviet Union. 

The brother, head of the PLO Executive Committee, the General Com¬ 

mander of the Palestinian Revolutionary Forces, the brother Yasser Arafat, 

may Allah protect him! 

Subject: Report on the Palestinian delegation to the Soviet Union 

Date of Report: 22 January 1981 

On 1 September 1980 the delegation arrived in Simferopol in the Soviet 

Union, where it had been decided to hold the courses. The delegation num¬ 

bered 194 officers and NCO’s. Courses were given for the following posts: 

1. Tank battalion commander 

2. Tank company commander 

3. Infantry company commander 

4. Reconnaissance company commander 

5. Infantry platoon commander 

7. Anti-tank platoon commander 

8. Sagger missile platoon commander 

9. Anti-aircraft platoon commander 

Factions of the Resistance (movement) as follows: 

1. The Palestinian National Liberation Movement — Fatah 

2. The Palestine Liberation Army 

3. The Armed Struggle 

4. The Popular Front 

5. The Democratic Front 

6. The General Command 

7. Sa‘iqa 
8. The Arab Front 
9. The Popular Struggle Front 

10. The Palestine Liberation Front 
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Studies began in all the courses in a regular fashion, according to the pro¬ 

gramme which had been prepared. The delegation command studied the 

programme for each course and made comments, which were taken into 

account by the heads of the college and implemented in the study pro¬ 

gramme as far as possible, especially in connection with theoretical issues 

which suit our conditions and combat procedures in towns, mountains, and 
coastal plain defence. 

After classroom studies were completed in the various courses attended by 

the delegation, the time arrived for final manoeuvres, in which all members of 
the delegation participated. The exercise included: 

1. Command and staff exercise (work on maps). 
2. Tactical exercise. 

When discussing the exercise, the delegation command proposed that the 

command and staff exercise involve the entire delegation, in accordance with 

the specialization in each course and its role in the battle; the tactical exercise 

would then follow. However, the college commanders pointed out that the 

method which the delegation command wanted to use was not feasible, due to 

its heavy demand on resources which the college was unable to provide under 

the circumstances. In the end, the delegation command accepted the college’s 

opinion, and the exercise was carried out in the following way: 

1. Command and staff exercise at brigade level: 

The battalion commander students comprised the brigade command 

in the exercise. The brigade staff was made up of students from other 

courses. Altogether 17 officers participated. Work on the map lasted 

for three consecutive days. The result was excellent according to the 

officers who supervised on behalf of the college. The work was done 

under the daily and personal supervision of the college commander. 

The command and staff exercise included the following stages: 

a) Advance when expecting an encounter battle; carrying out an en¬ 
counter battle 

b) Attack in direct conta'ct 
c) Defence 

2. On the fourth day of manoeuvres, the tactical exercise was begun by 

members of the delegation — an infantry company reinforced by a 

tank company in a direct contact attack. All types of organic and 
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attached weapons were used in the exercise imitating a real battle. 

The exercise was carried out in earnest by the Palestinian combatant, 

despite the difficult weather conditions. The exercise was a success; it 

earned the praise of teachers, observers, and other delegations at the 

college. 

Achievements of the delegation: 

1. In instruction 

a) The subject matter was picked up very well. The teachers saw that the 

Palestinian delegation was the best in rapid learning, compared with 

the other delegations. 

b) The anti-tank course teachers noticed that trainees prepared their 

guns and took up firing positions in less than the required time. 

c) Teachers who accompanied anti-aircraft course trainees on their trip 

to the firing range reported that they performed very well. 

d) The delegation did well in discussions on political topics in the 

framework of the political lessons; the Soviet comrades deem such 

lessons very important and concentrate on them. 

2. Ties [between nationalities at the school] 

a) Creation of good ties with instructors and workers at the college. 

b) Familiarization with the customs and traditions of the peoples of the 

host country. 

c) Explanation of the Palestinian cause, the role of the PLO as the only 
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, and the Palestin¬ 

ian revolution until the realization of victory and the establishment of 

an independent state. 

d) Getting to know the other delegations and liberation movements, and 

establishing good ties while explaining our case, whether during 

personal meetings or in the framework of official meetings. 
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The commander of the delegation from South Africa showed full understand¬ 

ing for our revolution and cause, so much so, that during the closing ceremony 

for his delegation, he spoke in front of all the delegations and the Soviet 

comrades about the Palestinian revolution and Yasser Arafat more than 
about himself and the host country. 

Negative aspects of the mission: 

1. From the point of view of the college 

a) Shortage of Arabic interpreters. At first the delegation command had 

many difficulties concerning this matter. Because of the constant 

request, the college was compelled to supply interpreters, but they did 

not succeed in rendering exact military translations. In the end, in 

cooperation with trainees of the other courses and with the new 

interpreters, they overcame the problem, but not without great 
difficulty. 

b) Shortage of audio-visual material. 

c) The training period for the anti-tank, missile and anti-aircraft courses 

ended 15 days before the departure date, forcing the college to repeat 
many of the lessons and subjects. 

d) Due to the size of the Palestinian delegation and the presence of other 

delegations, a third of the members of the delegation had to sleep ten 
to a room. This caused difficulties, which were only overcome by a 
joint effort. 

2. From the point of view of the delegation 

a) The participants in the courses did not correctly understand the 

political aspects of sending military delegations abroad. As a result, 

the upper echelon of the delegation, namely the participants in the 

battalion officer course, refused to study and asked to return, using all 

sorts of illogical excuses. If this is considered according to the correct 

military criterion, and despite the possibility of overcoming these diffi¬ 

culties very simply — if each one of them had remembered the orders 

he received during his meeting with the commander of the struggle 

before the trip, the situation would have been entirely different. This 
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was noted by the delegation command in the report which was sent to 
Your Excellency through the representative of the organization in 
Moscow, Colonel al-Sha‘ar, on 22 September 1980. 

b) Those responsible in most of the organizations were not careful in 
choosing candidates for the course and the delegation command 
was forced to send a few of them home. Following are the names of 
the people sent home, and the reasons for their return: 

First Batch: 
(1) Ra‘ad Ahmed Razaq al-Madani — from the PLA — was sent on a 

reconnaissance company commander course. He asked to be 
transferred to the course for tank battalion commanders. When 
the delegation command and PLO representative objected, he 
asked to return on the grounds that there was no point in 

keeping him there. 

(2) Haydar Jawad Safa — from the Democratic Front — tried to 
create an organizational problem between the Democratic 
Front and the Popular Struggle Front, together with comrade 
‘Afif al-Masri of the Popular Struggle Front. 

(3) Hassan Radha Bakr — from Sa‘iqa — asked to return on the 
grounds that his state of health did not allow him to continue his 
studies. This was agreed upon in the presence of the delegation 
command and a representative of the organization. 

(4) Muhammad Radha Mahrar — from Sa‘iqa — asked to return 
because his state of health did not allow him to continue his 
studies. This was agreed upon in the presence of the delegation 
command, a representative of the organization, and the trainees’ 

escort. 

(5) Sahil al-Bitr — from the PLA — asked to return because his state 
of health did not allow him to continue his studies. This was 
agreed upon in the presence of the delegation command and a 
representative of the organization. 

(6) Lieutenant Ibrahim al-Mahdun — from the PLA — asked to 
return because his state of health did not allow him to continue 
his studies. When the Bulgarian “brother” came there together 
with Ra‘ad Tamarzi, the commander of his unit, he tried to 
persuade him [to stay] but to no avail. 
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Second Batch: 

(1) Ali Ahsan al-Najar — Palestine Liberation Front — failed in 

commanding the missile course, and was a bad example in mili¬ 

tary discipline because he used to jump from the college wall, in 

contravention of orders. The delegation command also found 

out that he was connected with the smuggling of counterfeit 
dollars. 

(2) ‘Afif Muhammad al-Masri — Struggle Front — did not behave 

himself outside the college. He spent his time with one of the 

girls of doubtful character and accompanied her home. His 

clothes were later taken by a man who claimed to be the girl’s 

brother. He left her home without his clothes and reported the 
incident to the militia, which returned his clothes. 

(3) Fawzi al-Asadi — Struggle Front — spoke with the representa¬ 

tive of the organization, Colonel al-Sha‘ar, in an unbecoming 

manner. Al-Sha‘ar asked that he be returned. He was given 

another chance and therefore was not sent back in the first batch. 

When Colonel Abu Majdi came, the abovementioned asked to 

immediately meet with him; following the meeting (I do not 

know what went on there) Abu Majdi met with the delegation 

command and the course commander, and mentioned his name 
as one of those destined for return. When I asked him why, he 

answered me that the above was a bad man and had to be 

returned. The comrade commander of the college also informed 

me that he was one of those who violated discipline by jumping 
from the wall of the college. 

(4) Darwish Dhib Sa‘ad — Arab Liberation Front — is indecent 

and a pervert. He got mixed up with a girl of doubtful character. 

He claimed that she took his money together with a report for 

the delegation command. The commander of the delegation 
himself brought him from the city, drunk as a lord. 

(5) Ahmad al-Sharqi — Sa‘iqa — testified to the Simferopol 

inspector-general during the investigation of a claim made by 

one of the members of the delegation, Hassan Qassem Hussein, 

that the militia and unidentified people had beaten him and 

taken his money. In the course of this evidence, al-Sharqi 
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attacked the commander of the college, and threatened the col¬ 

lege in the name of the members of the delegation that if his 

friend’s money was not returned, “something would happen.’’ 

Later on he said to the inspector that when the Golan was 

captured, Israel carried out body searches on the people but did 

not take their money, while you — i.e. the Russians — steal the 

people’s money. This behaviour brought on a serious response 

by the commander of the college and he demanded that the man 

be returned, if possible. 

(6) Salim Samir Asbar — PLA — irregularities in training and 

malingering despite the warnings given him. 

(7) Mahmud Nimr Shaqiqat — Fatah — returned on his own 

request. He incorrectly claimed that he had problems with the 

Soviet comrades. We talked with him in order to prevent his 

return, but he stuck to his position. It was decided to grant his 

request in the presence of the “brother’’ Abu Majdi, and his 

report to the delegation command is attached herewith. 

c) The problem of counterfeit dollars 

I have already given Your Excellency the report on this problem 

through the organization’s representative in Moscow, Colonel 

al-Sha‘ar, on 8 October 1980. 

To His Honour the General Commander: 

The return of the first and second batch has been completed in the hope that 

this will deter those whose behaviour is bad, or those who were mistakenly 

chosen. In spite of this, mistakes have been repeated. If the delegation 

command had to return people and withhold certificates according to orders, 

half the delegation would have had to return. However, in the interest of our 
revolution and our people, the delegation command invested all its efforts in 

absorbing as many as possible up to the last moment and this will be attested 

to by Colonel Abu Majdi himself, and those who accompany him. For ex¬ 

ample, one of the members of the Popular Front, whose name isSa‘id Razaq, 

came back late from leave and arrived at the college at 04:30 in the morning. 
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On the next day they celebrated the end of the course and the commander of 

the college decided to hold back his certificate. We all agreed to this, including 

Abu Majdi. However, after the certificates were distributed, the commander 

of the college went back on his decision and gave the man his certificate. 

Going by my experience in command of this large delegation, I ask your 
permission, Commander of the Struggle, to submit to you a number of simple 

proposals and I request that you study their usefulness, for the sake of the 

good name of the revolution and our people in foreign countries. 

Following are the proposals: 

1. The opening of a training course for those who are to be sent abroad 

before their departure, in which they will study the latest developments in the 

Palestinian problem and the aims behind the dispatch of military delegations 
abroad, over and above the studies themselves. 

2. The conducting of early checks, by the instruction administration, of 

those intended to participate in courses as regards their suitability, and the 
dispatch of only those who pass the checks. 

3. The subordination of the officers to the course command so that their 

personal ability as commanders can be checked without taking into account 

the considerations of organizations or preferences according to former 
opinions. 

4. Choice of people of high quality, who are capable of representing us out¬ 
side, will be the responsibility of the direct commander. 

5. Explanation, before the trip, to candidates for courses abroad with 
regard to arrangements and rules in the absorbing college. 

6. Lowering the level of the courses abroad to those which cannot be 
conducted within the training directorate. 

7. If the need arises to send people to courses of all types and specialities it 

is preferable to lower the number in order not to harm the quality and to 
allow a better selection. 

8. If a large number of courses are chosen, it is advisable to appoint a 

delegation commander who is not connected with any course, so that this will 
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be his only function. It is also advisable to use officers who have already 

participated in a course at the same college and who know its rules. 

9. The military delegations in foreign countries must be equipped with a 

large number of books in foreign languages, especially in the language of the 

host country — in political, historical and cultural subjects. They should also 

have PLO stickers and slogans in booklets and publications, etc. 

10. Similar material should also be sent by post. 

Sir, the Supreme Commander, may God protect him, I am sending this report 

on behalf of the PLO delegation to the Soviet Union, and pledge our adher¬ 
ence to wise behaviour which will guide us to victory and the establishment of 

our independent state; long live the PLO under your leadership, the sole legal 

representative of the Palestinian people. 

Signed — Colonel Rashad Ahmed, Commander of the Delegation. 
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[Document 28]: Report of PLO delegation to East Germany 

The visit took place during April 1982. 

The delegation arrived at the East Berlin airport at 13:00 and was met by the 

Deputy Defence Minister, General Fleissner; the Chief of Staff, General 

Helmuth Borowke; Colonel Karl Keides; and the interpreter, Captain Roland 
Kuchbuch. 

After a brief rest in the VIP room at the airport, General Fleissner handed us 
our visit schedule: 

14 April — no formal talks. 

15 April — talks about training with General Borowke and Colonel Bonowke, 

the man in charge of recruitment and training in the military training centre. 

In the afternoon, a colonel from General Fleissner’s office will survey the 

military assistance to be delivered to us, and will determine with us the time 

and location of delivery. Once agreed, a final protocol will be prepared for 
signature. 

16 April — Visit to the recruitment and training centre of the ground forces to 

review the training programme, training aids, ranges, naval equipment, train¬ 

ing in grenade launching and anti-aircraft training. Later on, discussions will 

be held with air defence and coastal defence experts to determine our needs. 

17 April — Talks with the Department of Foreign Trade and sightseeing. 

18 April — Visit to Berlin. 

19 April — Signature of the protocols, official banquet, special tour of the city 
and then departure to Hungary. 

The Visit: 

On 15 April we held discussions on training; General Borowke, accompanied 

by Colonel Bonowke, Karl Keides and Captain Roland came in. The Palestin¬ 
ian delegation included Captain ‘Abd al-Na‘im. 
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General Borowke: In view of the talks held last October between General 

Fleissner and the deputy commander of the PLO, we had agreed to accept 

PLO trainees into our military, and absorb them in our military schools. I 

wish to point out that in training our officers, we stress the following: 

1. Political indoctrination: a general survey of sociology and politics and 

clarification of the general purpose of training. All this is done under the 

supervision of an army officer. 

2. Technical and tactical training. 

3. Physical fitness. 

We also teach mathematics, physics and the German language. The Marxist- 

Leninist theory is the foundation of our training. Do you object to that? 

Answer: Not at all! 

Our query: Will our trainees be trained separately or together with German 
officers? We would like them to be mixed with the Germans and to undertake 

the same pattern of training. 

Answer: There is no special training camp for the Palestinians. Therefore, they 

will train with German officers, although as a separate group, because of their 

limited knowledge of German and because the Germans also study Russian. 

Our delegation stressed once more our request that the training be mixed with 

German officers. 

General Borowke: We have another problem. We have explained to the 

deputy commander of the PLO that our training period is three years. In our 

artillery course we train in fast and comprehensive deployment. The deputy 

commander has asked us to speed up the training and we agreed to concur 

down to the battery level. 

Our delegation asked about the numbers of our candidates and their skills. 

Answer: In our previous talks we agreed about the numbers, and agreed that 

they would be trained to operate Soviet weapons. 

Our delegation asked that the numbers be increased and that relations be 

further strengthened between Palestinians and the German army and people. 
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Answer: In principle, we will maintain the number of trainees we agreed 
upon and we will determine the programme of training accordingly. We will 

inform you of all details through the embassy42 as regards any increase in the 
number of trainees and we will specify that in the protocol. 

Our delegation: How about altering the specialization of trainees already 
agreed upon in the protocol? 

Answer: If we distribute them in various units, this would increase expendi¬ 

tures. However, with regard to certain specializations, we will dispatch the 
trainees to the Soviet Union. 

Our delegation: If you approve an increase in numbers, we would like the 

following specializations: 10 trainees in armour and 10 in engineering. 

Answer: We agree, and we will let you know via the embassy before May 30. 

The protocol was approved. 

Our delegation expressed its gratitude about the understanding shown for our 

needs and the response to our requests. We submitted an invitation to the 

minister of defence on the part of the deputy commander of the PLO to visit 

us. General Fleissner had suggested that we invite him during our rest at the 
airport, and asked us to inform the deputy commander of the PLO that the 

minister would visit Syria in September, and would like to meet the com¬ 
mander general of the PLO and his deputy in Damascus. Our delegation also 

asked to meet with the defence minister in order to deliver to him personally 
the greetings and the invitation of the commander and his deputy. 

Thursday afternoon 

Colonel Karl Keides from the Ministry of Defence declared that he was 

authorized by General Fleissner to discuss military assistance. Before he 

began, he apologized that the minister would be unable to meet us; our 
delegation showed understanding. 

18 April 1982, 10:00 

The foreign trade official brought along the prices of the items we want to 
purchase: 

(1) A light coastguard vessel, armed with a missile — $118,000. 

In the original, a variety of ammunition and guns — 27mm, 57mm, 100mm, 
122mm, 130mm — are listed with their prices. 

42. In the Soviet bloc, the Palestinian envoys are accredited as full ambassadors and their legations 
enjoy the rank of embassies. 
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Delivery 

Some items can be delivered immediately, and others within four weeks of 
payment in bank. The above prices include loading aboard ships in Rostock, 

Germany. The prices will be increased by 10 percent if the deliveries are 

brought to Tartus. 

Monday, 11:00 
Signature of the protocol and its annexes in the presence of General Fleissner. 

Then an official banquet and exchange of presents. 

Monday, 19:00 
Dinner at the residence of the Palestinian ambassador with General Fleissner 
attending, along with the deputy defence minister and Chief of Staff General 

Borowke. The general delivered a speech expressing his admiration for the 

quality of our delegation, its courtesy, and its military, political and profes- 

sional skill. 

m 
Document 2SA-1 

.r-V 

Jjbl ,\J^ Ul£=»/0»>< 

.. 

Jl 1/, , 
V-O CU! «y,^ u 

.tO‘ 

-^J Ov —i-tr U iO>l' —> 

^ 4L' lP — j) ) I 

4 w? ,— 

OJdt, V <4 4 , <hy C4J c-M 

< .. / 
. 9 

1 /-uJ -\|] t JUi-J—y wy C tell—.TUj — 

'Jj I 

.u, — N^j Vv'W’* 

. ^ O' U> cO 

y ' ^ $.\\L (' 

c t\w OO r^i 

/ J;/ o ^ y'O'O'-* 



D
o

c
u

m
e
n

t 
2
8
A

-2
,3

 
124 PLO IN LEBANON 



D
o

c
u

m
e
n

t 
2
8
A

-4
,5

 
THE COMMUNIST BLOC CONNECTION 125 



126 PLO IN LEBANON 



o
c
u
m

e
n
t 

2
8
A

-8
,9

 
THE COMMUNIST BLOC CONNECTION 

•> „ CL 
^ g. ^ ^ 

* 
S'T 1 

PM ■' 

-l j M 
1 C V X -1) X -j 

-\ .. J' vj-<J , 4 ;-> ^ 6 J 
J ‘\ ?, U t'T <T 

3- 
cz 

> q. 3 v 

,. rT m o '3 ^ ^ j 
j o , \ \L-^ j 

c o v - zs ' ^ { i' 'i X 

vo ’5 -> ^ M - 

_o '■ 

3 ?' 
:i 

3 

,5 : 
Vs _ _ “N 

=S 3 •*> 
"• 3 

\ 

' S- 

'J 
V 
i 

£ « : .5 
T- oJ \ ' _i - _j 

NJ. \ **>, X_ 

’l ? ■? 
S i 'i'? * \ :\ .j, 

A ^ 

_5 
i -kJ 

>• *■> 
L i 

ft 

E^;., 

X •) -Vl- s 
*N 

7- 

—--S *\ 'M \ -J • «■* 1 
-1 o , I-1 *M 

Q —^ 3- */-=y - 

3 'i * - ‘ 
'A 

. 3- 

U < 

N 'J- 

-V ^ 

•T ^ 
V <5,.S ^- 

XM 

M'S 
V? 



D
o

c
u

m
e
n

t 
2

8
A

-1
0

,1
1

 
128 PLO IN LEBANON 



D
o

c
u

m
e
n

t 
2
8
A

-1
2
,1

3
 

THE COMMUNIST BLOC CONNECTION 129 



130 PLO IN LEBANON 



D
o
c
u

m
e
n

t 
2
8
A

-1
6
,1

7
 

THE COMMUNIST BLOC CONNECTION 131 



D
o
c
u
m

e
n
t 

2
8
A

-1
8
,1

9
 

132 PLO IN LEBANON 



THE COMMUNIST BLOC CONNECTION 133 

[Document 29]: Yugoslavian chemical warfare handbook 

Printed by the Staff College of the Yugoslavian Ground Forces in 1979, 
the booklet was seized in a PLO command post in Sidon. 

r 

KOMANDNO-STABNA AKADEMIJA KOPNENE VOJSKE 

- Katedra ABHO K5A KoV - 

Seminarske veitbe sa sluSaocima KSA KoV 

TEHA-23: PROGNOZA UCINAKA HEMIJSKIH UDARA 

Prilog: K 

Karta JNA 1:50.000 Slavonski Brod-1 br.375/1 
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[Document 30]: Snapshot of PLO personnel at a Soviet tank course 

PLO personnel join other foreign students training in a model of a Soviet tank. 
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[Document 31]: PLO representative in East Germany 
Sa'iqa group request to the Syrian foreign minister to issue a special passport to 

Muhammed Amin al-Askari, who was appointed head of the organization in East 

Germany. 
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[Document 32]: Visit by Zimbabwe delegation to PLO 

The message, dated 17 March 1981, urges Fatah officials to make arrangements 
to welcome the 12-member delegation. 
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[Document 33]: Fatah names military attache for Hungary 

Major Majid Sa'id al-Saghir is appointed by Fatah as the FLO military attache 

in Hungary (6 January 1982). 
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[Document 34]: Instructions in Chinese for handling explosives 

This document was seized at a PLO command post in southern Lebanon. 
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[Document 35]: PLO political activity in Cuba 

This letter, dated 17 March 1982, was sent by a member of the extremist 

Popular Front, who was studying medicine in Cuba while engaging in political 
activity on behalf of his group. The rival Fatah group unsuccessfully tried to 

sabotage a celebration organized by the Front in Havana. The writer reported 

about the “blind hatred’’ of the Fatah representative in Cuba towards the Front 

and gave details of his studies, which included: didactics, history, political 

economy, socialism and capitalism, the world and the Cuban Labour Move¬ 

ment; he specified that, in addition to his professional training, he would com¬ 
plete a political training course as well. 
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Document 35A-2 
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Document 35A-3 
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[Document 36]: PLO representative in Havana reports on Cuban assistance 

The document was printed on the stationery of the PLO Permanent Mission in 

Havana. Our slightly abridged English translation follows. 

Dear Comrades, 

I should like to take this opportunity to express once more our gratitude to 

the Cuban Communist Party, and to all of you, for your solidarity with our 

revolution, and the gratitude of the Palestinian fighters under the leadership 

of Yasser Arafat. The Palestinian problem started following World War One. 

Palestine was then under the British Mandate, which lasted 30 years, until 

1948, and dominated the country as a colonialist and imperialist regime. That 
regime helped the Zionist organization by issuing certificates for massive 

Jewish immigration to the country, in order to set up a Jewish state in our 

land, Palestine, while all manner of terror was being used. 

The importance of Palestine, as a bridge between three continents, stems from 

the economic wealth of the Middle East, especially in oil. Therefore it has 

always been a target for the imperialists. 

Prior to the Palestinian revolution, 15 May meant nothing. This was a black 

day in human history, because on that day the Zionist State of Israel was 

established on the land of Palestine. That state was founded with colonialist 
British and American assistance. They took our land and expelled our people, 

resorting to force and other fascist means, which instilled fear in the hearts of 

our people. 

Our revolution, which has marked great victories since its inception in 1965, 

has turned around the image of the Palestinian objectives. Henceforth, the 

Palestinian people is part of the conflict in the Middle East. Without the 

implementation of its rights, there can be no peace in this area. 

The Fifteenth of May is our international day of protest for all revolutionary 

forces, including your own, who support our organization, the PLO, as the 

exclusive representative of the Palestinian people who seek to establish an 

independent liberal state. Our victories, which we have won, thanks to the 

assistance of the socialist countries, the Organization for African Unity and 

the Islamic countries, constituted the decisive factor in defeating the aggres¬ 

sive forces of imperialism. We are in the same boat with all the anti-imperialist 

forces. 

We take this opportunity to express our respect and admiration for revolu¬ 

tionary Cuba, led by Fidel Castro, and for your goals. We will follow a road 
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similar to yours until we reach our common path. We must cite Comrade 

Arafat: “War starts in Palestine and so does peace.” We can characterize our 

activities in the Middle East by stating that, in October 1973, the Arabs 

launched a war against the Zionist State of Israel for the first time. That war 

has encouraged revolutionary forces, and given an opportunity to the Arab 
people to join the war. It was a war of honour and liberty. However, a few days 

after the war was launched, it became evident that President Sadat of Egypt 

had planned not to liberate Palestine but to give imperialism the upper hand. 

Thus, following the cease-fire and Egypt’s shameful stand vis-a-vis American 

policy, the plot was revealed to eliminate the Palestinian organizations. During 

that period of time, blows were dealt to us in Lebanon, which persist to this 

day. But despite these serious attacks, the Palestinian revolution, hand-in- 

hand with the national-progressive forces in Lebanon, was determined to 

defend Arab Lebanon from the Israeli Zionist attacks. Following the October 

War, President Sadat declared that all solutions to the Middle East conflict were 

in the hands of the United States. He also visited occupied Jerusalem, thus 

hurting the feelings of all Arabs and especially the Palestinian people. That 

step was taken in collusion with the Zionist enemy, for the signature of the 

so-called peace treaty was indeed an instrument expressing his agreement 

with the Zionist enemy, while ironically denying the rights of the legitimate 

and exclusive representative of the Palestinian people. Therefore, that agree¬ 

ment is illegal insofar as President Sadat did not represent the Palestinian 

people and as that agreement was concluded between himself and Israel only. 

The dangerous outcome of that agreement, and the ongoing link between 

Egypt and Israel, constitute a threat to peace in the world and to all nations 

which fight for their national freedom. This agreement shields the imperial¬ 

ists’ interests in our Arab area which is rich in oil and it has a bearing on the 

African continent where many organizations fight for their freedom. 

The success of the popular revolution in Iran, under the leadership of Kho¬ 

meini, has had a great impact through its support of the Palestinian revolu¬ 

tion under the leadership of Arafat, the supreme commander of the 

Palestinians. Iran will directly oppose Israel and imperialism to enable our 

people to achieve its objective of establishing its own independent homeland. 

Concurrently with the signature of that treacherous agreement, the Zionist 

state began bombing civilian targets of our people in southern Lebanon. So, 

they killed women, children and aged people, both Palestinian and Lebanese! 

The Zionists have thrown their support to the rightist-fascist forces in 
Lebanon who oppose any joint Palestinian-Lebanese positions. 

We are declaring here, on behalf of the Palestinian people, that we shall 

pursue the road of armed struggle until the final liberation of our occupied 
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land. We shall continue to fight in all possible ways, with the backing of UN 

resolutions, of the Islamic organization and the OAU. We are certain that the 

war inside and outside the occupied areas will be fierce and well-organized. 

We shall not give up our weapons and we shall pursue the revolution until we 

fulfil the hopes of our people, namely, the return to their land and resettle¬ 

ment there under freedom, just like all other peoples of the world. If we 

believe in revolution, we shall be able to frustrate violence and Camp David. 

We shall also be able to eliminate all traitors, including those in the Arab 

world. 

We wish to ask for your help in our war against the imperialist-Zionist plot, 
which is attempting to liquidate our people and all forces of liberation in the 

world. 

The victories in Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Africa and Latin America are 

our own, for we stand beside all peoples who fight for their liberty every¬ 

where in the world. We support the Vietnamese and Nicaraguan people. The 

pursuit of our armed struggle is our way to freedom. We are all united until we 

topple imperialism and Zionism, until we liquidate the Camp David treason. 

Long live the PLO, the only representative of the Palestinian people! 

Long live the Cuban Revolution! 

Long live Yasser Arafat! 

Long live Fidel! 

Revolution until victory! 
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Document 36-1 

ORGANIZACION PARA LA LIBERACION 

DE PALESTINA 

MISION PERMANENTE EN CUBA 

LA HABANA 

COKPAKBRAS T COPEAKBRQS i 

Qmisiera aprevee|(mr asta ecasiem , para mamifast&r , uma van mas , muas- 

tra agradee1mlemte al PARTIDO CCTUlflSTA DS CUBA , y a tadaa ustedes par 

efrecer asta aajmifica epertumidad da salidaridad cam mnastra Ravaluciaa 

X cam mnastra pueble , mamifestamde al misma tiempe , al saluda revaluclamaria 

da las eembatiemtes palestimes , da muestre maxima dirigemte YA3SBR ARAFAT. 

B1 preblama palestima sa imicia daspuas da la Primara Guerra Pumdial , par 

la cual Palestima estuve baje al mamdata Britamice qua siruie durante 

30 aRas hasta 19^8 , baje asta damimaciam al Calamiallsma y el Imperialism* 

apeyarem al FeBrimiente Siamista a traves da uma inmigraciem masiva de las 

judias pars pader crear urn astada judia sabre muestra Fatria Palestima u- 

tilisande tedes las madias de terrar y de apraslam. 

Debide a la impertamcia de Palestine came emtrada a las tres Camtimentes, 

y a las recurses del Fedie Oriemte especialaemte al Patralea , y esta que 

persiguen las lmperialistas , para expletar las ptebles em la Kama , came 

camacemas prefeetamente la naturals*® del Calamiallsma came farma de Racisma 

y de la descriminacie* racial . Par etra parte "31 slemismea y el antiseme- 

tisma sam das caras de ia nisma medalla." 
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Document 36-2 

3RGANIZACION PARA LA UBERACION 

DE PALESTINA 

MISION PERMANENTE EN CUBA 

LA HABANA 

• *2/ 

OOHPAKSRAS T OOMPAffWOS i 

XatM dal aarglaiamta da la Karalaalaa araaada Palaatlaa . *1 .15 

•• sigaifiea aada , |m hay ttdas 1m JmWm «m »P*3** 

osmsa y nwtn Rmlatln Palaatlaa , aaalftaataa n aalidarldad »•*•!*- 

•laaarla • 

feta dla aagra n tada U Hlatarla da la ffwaaaldad . parqaa ftta 

•Ida al aatada Siamiata da Iaraal . aaVra naatia Patrla Palaatlaa, *•• 

daMla al apaya da 1m aalaalallataa laglaaas y aartaaaarleaaaa «a M 

apadaraxaa da naatra il«rra y aapalaaraa al fuUa par la fa«r«a will. i*a- 

da tadaa 1m aadlaa y farma* fasalstaa da terttrla y tUImbU Mataaa. 

da al tarrar a eada paai da aaaatra pwUa . 

n ntglilaita da la Raralaslaa « al 6$ y al lags* da laa Tlatarlaa haa 

ydldt eaatlar al oaaoapia adadlal aatara la aaaaa yalaatlaa , qalaa aa 

adjadiea la raapaaaaMlldad dal aaafllata dal Madia Oriaata y ala al d*» 

chi dal paahla Palaatlaa naoa aa padra aatatlaear la pac aa Mia Zaaa. 

n 15 d* Maya m aaa aaalPaatMlaa lataraMlaaal da tadaa 1m 

Karalae laaarlas y aatadaa pragrMlataa ««• apayaa aaaadsa Oil , 

Rapraaaataata lagitlaa dal paatta PHaatlaa , «aiaa p«»l«M •* aataWMl- 
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Document 36-3 

••3/ 
ORGANIZACION PARA LA LIBERACION 

DE PALESTINA 

MISION PERMANENTE EN CUBA 

LA HABANA 

aiaata da aa aatada iadspaadlsata . 

Cstas viotarias aVtaaidas a traraa ds aaastra prapia faarsa y dal apa- 

7* <la laa paisas aaolallatas gaiadas par la URSS , Un paiaas KO 

ALIKSADOS , LA GRID AD APRICARA Z y laa p&laaa da la Caafaraaeia lalaaioa haa 

alda aa ffcatar daalaiaa para daatralr laa faarsaa agrasar&s y da 

axplaataiaa , parqwa aaaaldaraaaa qaa aataaaa jaataa aa la aiaaa trlaehara 

•aa tadaa las fusnas aatlaparlaliatas. 

Aprarashaaaa aata aasiaa para axpraaar aaastra raspata y adalzaeiaa 

I** 1* paaioiaa da CUBA BKVOUJCIOKARIA # h&eia aaastra eaasa r diriglda par 

al PCC y as aaxlaa dirlgaata PIDKL CASTRO , y al paafcl# saVa* par tads la 

ayada aaral y aatarlal qaa aaa haa Vriadada . 

AflzaaMS Jaataa qaa aataaaa aa al aiaaa eaalaa haata lsgrar aaaatras 

•IJatlm aaaaaas . Bapatlaaa la dieha par aaastza Caaflra IASSBt ABAFATi 

• U CUWRA SI WEAHA II PALESTZKA , LA PAZ OOKIEIZA H PALOTDIA- . 

>***■»« Umltar laa aoolaaaa aa la Zaaa dal Madia Oriaata daspuas da 

la 0««m da CataVra da 1973 t aaaada laa aratos aa la priaara rai faaaata- 

*aa la Oaacca aaatra al aatada siaaista da Israal , daada dia aapaja a 

tadas laa faaraaa raYslaa4a*ri** y al paatla axalw para partloipar aa aata 
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Document 36-4 

...y 

ORGANIZACION PARA LA LIBERACION 

DE PALESTINA 

MISION PERMANENTE EN CUBA 

LA HABANA 

Gaarra da alidad j litentln , para daspaa* da Tari** 41** del 1*1*1* 

d* la Gaarra s* t1* olara la p*sl*i*s d*l Pr**ld*«t* Sglpal* A1I0AS 1L 

SADAT , daaastraxda q*a *1 pi** 4* 1* Guam a* tala *1 abjatlv* d* 1* 

Llteraala* *1»* da praraear la aitaaala* fararaW.* *1 X*p*rl*llaM . 

Da ahl daspaa* dal oasa da la Guam y la d—oartada p*sl*l*a a«lp*la 

haeia la palltioa aaataaaarloama aapas* , praotleaaaal* *1 o**pl*t d* la 

aztazaimael** da la Raralaoia* Palaatlaa . S* i*l0iar*» la* aealaaa* ***g*1**- 

ta* am al Lite** , qua *lg*a* ha*ta aaaatra tlaapa* aataalaa daada a* ■*- 

rlara* la* fuarsa* darachlat&a faaolata* apajada* par al r*«l*a* slaalsta 

al laparlalia** j la raa*clam arate. 

A trara* da asta* fuartaa a«r**l***a *lg»l* la ItaralMOlam Palaatlaa , j**U 

a la* f**raa* *aala*allsta* j pragraalsta* llteaaaas , la daf**aa dal Lite** 

Arate x oaatra la* ataq*** l*ra*ll** fixaaada a* paalala* da *raoa**r tad** 

aaaa lataata* da agrasla* • 

Ra padaaaa T*r la »lt*a*la* *• al Lite** ***txa ****tra Raralaoia* 

saparada da U paalala* da KL SADAT , daapaaa da la G**rra da 0*i*Vra x •» 

afiraaeia* da q** tada la salttla* dal prablaaa dal Sadia Orlaata **ta a* 

*a**a da las Salad* Ualda* • 
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Document 36-5 

••5/ 

ORGANIZACION PARA LA LIBERACION 

DE PALESTINA 

MISION PERMANENTE EN CUBA 

LA HABANA 

esta ebjetlve realise su visits a Jerudale* ecupada , eehaade psr 

tierra tsds el seatiaieate del pueble are.be ea geaeral y partieularaente 

del pueble Palestlae Este pas# ds capltulaciea css el eaealge sleaista 

y ea Piwua al 11amade "TRATADO DE PAZ " , as es aas qua aceptar 1 ■- #~ 

cap'i.cle* sleaista de auesfcra Paleatiaa , burlaade aai el dereche de la. 

OROANIZACION P'RA LA LIBERACION DE PALESTINA , uaice represeat&ate legltiae del 

pueble Palestlae . Este tratade ha side lleg&laebte acerdade , ya que SL- 

SADAT ae h teaide la auterisaciea de hablar ea aeabre de les palestlaes , 

selaaeate se ha ceaslderade ua tratade per separade eatre el e Israel. 

Les peligreses resultades de esta tratade yveu refleje esta ea ceatra e 

del Pevlaeiate (fe Liberielea Arabs e Iateraacieaal debide a.esta aliaasn 

sleaista eea el regimes de EGIPTC y aaeaas la pas auadial y el avaaee de 

tedes les puebles del auade que luoahaa per su liberaciea aaeieaal. 

Per etra parte esta eaeaaiaade a. preteger les iatereses del Imperialisms 

ea auestra Zeaa Arabs, quiea es rica ea petrelee. Adeaas reperoute ea el 

Centineste Africaae perque ataca les Meviaieates de Liberaoiea y a la ves 

apeya a les lacayes del Iaperi&llsae y la reacciea. 
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Document 36-6 

..6/ 

ORGANIZACION PARA LA LIBERACION 

DE PALESTINA 

MISION PERMANENTE EN CUBA 

LA HABANA 

?»dw#s sefLilar de oue el triunfe de T> daveluclen popular en IilA'I 

dlrlirida per AXAT30IAH va ju/r r un pr.pel inpert ntlsine «n pe- 

ye a la e iuaa de nuestre pueble p lest la® dlrlgide per YAS3SH . iAFAT , rv. ■ 

xlr# dlrigente da lee Tulestine y se va a ceavertlr en un eat de de 

enfrentaaionte directs centra Israel , les latere ses imperialist a y ted as 

las fernas de expletaolen en nnestro Mena para me nuestre pueble pued • 

ejereer su derech^ inalienable y establecer su est d« lndapoadleata 

Taralel mente n lent ns flaarea el trata.de de tr.lclen , el est de 

sienlsta cesenze a bembardear Is zenas clvlles de nuestre pueble en el ur 

del LlVme , ra*<ta»de <miel!?ente a aujeres , ni£es y vle>s p lestines y 

llbenese lndefenses. 

Pedenes afimar que, el beabrdee de les slenlstas , elles utills m m;-te- 

rlales de r.u«m de f brlcaclen nerteaneriban-i , apeyunde - si las fuerz s 

derechlstas y f sclstas 1IVmesas cue t sc m las peslclenes palestin s- 

libaaesns prevec ndo uaa prm cantld -d de greslenes sienlstas derechiatm 

re cclen rl s apeyad s -er el imperialisne ynqul y sus l .c yes luege del fnc 

lnelvldnble para les sienlstas frente les cenb tientes palestlnes . 
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Document 36-7 

••7/ 

ORGANIZACION PARA LA UBERACION 

DE PALEST1NA 

MISION PERMANENTE Bs| CUBA 

LA HABANA 

Aflmasas aqmi aa seabre 4*1 paablm palest 1m da segalr al eaalma da la 

laeha araaada hast* la libaraciaa tat&l da maatra tlarxa acupada , ras- 

yaldadas par tadaa laa raaalaoiaaaa da laa lac lamas Umldaa , al Mavlalaa 

ta DS 103 BO ALXVIAD05 # da la Caafaraaola Islamic* y la Orgaais^eisa da la 

Umldmd Afrleaa* t utlllsamda tadaa laa aadlaa aaeaaarlaa 

JBataaaa aaavaaaldaa qua la laohm deatre y fmera dal tarrltarla aoupada 

a aar a am faart* , maa argaalsada , arpraaaada a travea da la O-L.P. qua 

aa dejareaea al faall qua saatlaaaxaaaa a la Rsvalaolaa haste var reallead*a 

las asplraslssas da ataatra pmable dal raters* a su Pa trim, j al astableeialea- 

ts da as astada aa sa tlarra para rlrlr Hare case tadaa laa paablaa. 

Llaraada la fie rare laa laaarla padraaaa baser fraoasar la a^raaiaa 

j Caap Darld y dastzalr tadaa las traldsras j lac&yas da la Zaaa Arab*. 

Apzaasshaaas la esasies da la CalabzaolOa da Is YI CUMBRS D* LOS SO ALIKfflL 

DOS El CUBA , da la saal aaaaa parts latagzaate oaaa faarsa ravaluolaaaria im- 

>zaasls^ , apayadas par al Gaspa Saslallata aaeebeaada par Is I.R.S.S. y 

las fbarsas daaaoxatlsaa dal aaada pan haoar aa ll&aade da apays 

t» lasha fraate a eats lstaats imperial slemlata y raasslaaaria qua 
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Document 36-8 

.,8/ 
ORGANIZACION PARA LA LIBERACION 

DE PALESTINA 

MISION PERMANENTE EN CUBA 

LA HABANA 

que persifqie la extemiaacien de auestre puetile y tedes las fuars■■ s de 

llberociea en el KJNDO. 

L?ts victerias en VIETNAM , LAC , CAMPUOHSA , y las vlcterias ea Africa , y 

e* ,\r*erie.- Latina , es um • victeria auesta , manifestoes ;\QUI DELANTE HE 

UDf. , "AJS TSTAMOo L IADO DE T0D03 LCS PUEBLOS QUE LUCHAN POR OU LIBORACION 

EN 7QDA3 PARTES BEL MUKDO , ESTAK03 CON EL PUEBLO DE VITO, CON EL PUEBLO DE 

NICARAGUA Y 01J VXNOUARDIA EL FRENTE SANUINISTA DE LIBERACION . 

EFCUIR LA LUOilA ARMADA IK PUESTRO CAMIP0 PARA LA LIBERACION 

ET-TAMOo TO DOS UNIDOB HA. ST A DERROCAR EL IKPERIALISMO , EL SI0NS5KG Y LA 

REA3CION , HASTA PAACAMAR L- TRAICION DE CAI-tP DAVID Y TODOS IDS LACAYOS DE 

ITPERIA LISHO EN ETODO EL MUNDC ■ 

VIVA LA OLE UKICO REPRESENTAIITE DEL PUEBLO PALSSTINO 

VIVA LA REVOLUTION CITBANA 

VIV YASSER ARAFAT 

VIVA FIDEL 

R3V0LUCI0N HASTA U VICTORIA. 
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[Document 37]: Spanish-language sabotage handbook 

A top-secret handbook in Spanish (presumably from Cuba) teaching techniques 

of sabotage against civilian targets — cars, trains, telephone and electricity 
systems and gasoline supplies. 

MUY SECR3T0. 

HOJA #117, 

SABOTAJE DE LAS VIAS DE COMUNICACIONBS POR CARRETERAS 

Construccion de obstaculos en las carreteras 

Ooa el Pin de evitar el transports por carreteras de tro- 

pas y nuniciones, hacla las zonas doade operaa las guerri 

lias, los grupos clandestinos de las regionas urbanas y - 

sub-urba:.as, puedea roalizar una serie de sabotages que - 

retrasarian el avance de tropas, y darlan tienpo a las — 

guerrillas a evadir el coabate, o a fortUTicarse nejor pa 

ra hacer frente al eneaigo, 

Estos sabotages se pueden realtzar ecu nedios locales coa 

biaaudolos con traapas explosives. 

Debido a las caracterlsticas claiidestiuas que tieaen los- 

ooabatientes urbanos y sub-urbanos, es recoaendable que - 

estos trabaj;s se reallcen durante la noche y de ser pos_i 

ble ua dia anterior al noviaieato del eneaigo, para as! - 

sorprenderlo, Por eso la rapidez en la coastruccioa de - 

dichos obstaculos es una cuestion primordial, 

Teniendo en cuenta los factores antes uencionados, expoue 

nos una serie de noroas para la construccion de obstacu— 

los ea las carreteras, las cuales hacen aenos coDplejo el 

cunpliaiento de estas nisiones, 

1. - Debenos aprovechar los arboles que crecea a la orilia 

de las carreteras y que pueden ser voladoc con explo¬ 

sives, o serruchados coa el proposito de atravesarlus 

ea aedio de la via, Al realizar esto se reconienda - 

que ac se utilicea arboles de.oasiado graades, ya que¬ 

en caso que vayan a sor volados se requerirla n&s can 

tidad de explosive, o oas tienpo de trabajo nanual, 

2, - A estos arboles medianos o pequeflos, que se utilicen- 

coao obstdculos, debea colocarseles tranpas explosl— 

vas, que estaran senbradas a la orilla de las carrete 

ras, ocn un alanbre de disparo ennascarado y aoarrado 

al arbol. Esta nedida traerd cono resultado que, — 

cuaado el eneaigo trate de liapiar e^L canino se encon 

trar6 ooa las nioas, y esto le ooupard tienpo en la - 

desactivacion de las nisnas. 



D
o

c
u

m
e
n

t 
3

7
-2

,3
 

THE COMMUNIST BLOC CONNECTION 159 

o 

O 

D 

M 

Q 

£ s 

'Q 
s: ^3 
£ 5^ 

5 cL. 

so 

s| 
>5 .fco 

o 
CO 
f—1 
■—1 o 

w 
=*fc 

co 
s 
o 

I 
w 

d S 
«—I H 

d c d u -h 
a n 

o> d 

rH d O 
<D «H 

© ,-h *ri a .a 
o' d d 

01 <d h © 
aj © > P P 

O* , 

a a 

© *d o d^-Hd-^1 
M0©©addcot<rH 

d©f-tfHo©dN P 
©Od *-h ^ U 
'C r( 0] 3 H rH *G© 
© dooo • -^ © 3 t) 
d©dd'dX)dP-Pwo 
o4'do©pdddf«'dO< 

& 3 
* ° 

o 

3 3 
ro Ch 

a a h d h 

© 4-> d p 

d 03 d -rH 03 d 

d p © d 
--<00^0 
d ©*o 
f4 d d o 'U 
© P d 
a ,_i - on* 

O1 rH d d 

w -h tr) d 

W p ^ 

d d d 
d) <n n 

d d 
- & 

0< *d 

B 3 

X> '© 

3 S 
n, 

d 

tH 

a «h p c 
£3 d 
d *rj 
O T3 

© 
d d 

H d 
d »* 
> > 
© 

<-h d 
rH rH 
© © 

© 
a 

o* f4 d p rH 

fj T3 

, 'O P P -«H -r4 

o 
d p 
o' © 

d , 

>> 

ri p d *o 

•d p 
o © 
p d 

•s a 
o 

o U © 

0 0 -4 
• *d **H 

01 © o 
d > _ cH ra 
d © .o 
d O rH arl 3 

o 

©d-d 
£ © 

rH d 
© ;i« 

d u 

‘i a 

© 3 
o 

8 8 



S
A

B
O

T
A

JE
 

A
 

L
O

S 
V

E
H

IC
U

L
O

S
 

M
O

T
O

R
IZ

A
D

O
S 

160 PLO IN LEBANON 

■3 5 
■5 a 

V 6J 
> •-* 

CD I I 
4-5 © 
*4 Oi 
CD © 
3 CD 

*4 •d 

3 s 
3 3 

£3 © 

O c3 

S 3 

a o £y o 

© 03 
N 

s s 
<H cj 

(4 
•* CD 

Xl O 
P 3 • 
rH c3 
o u 

CD 
a 1 

h ■ 
a> 
Oc 

© 

o (c n o. o 
© o 'd d o 

Oh CD p 

(D * 4 

OP© 
a m rj 

o © Tl 

8 5 

© 
> 

£ O 
O ^ I 
O U 

•n> cd 
© r-4 

M (3 rl 
© -p d 
©TOO 

© *rH 
a xJ 
CD 03 © 

~ n > 
•d 
cj •d 

© -p -p a © eh 

N3 
•rH 

£♦ 

i i 

e 3 O d © © P 
•H O O Ph O 
r-H »*H CD © 
Cj 4 T3 (H 
© © © © © 
P4 > 

o 
'© P 
> 'd 

© 
• © 

o 
& 

O O4 
X3 
© © P4 'd 

& 'd © 'd 
d H O ^ fi 

© Ph © 
P rH P 

50 © 
«r4 

O 
O P 

*4 

-4 O' 03 P 

Oh © O1 © fH 
© © © Ot -*h © m © 

p © © 
© © Td © 

• s a 
•o 
© 'CJrHfH -O 

fl ©P © P >H p r—I 
© Cl P O Cl 
P © -P O X> tH © ® 3 © © o tH 
M C O > 01 ft P 

© td 
> ' ^ 3 ^ 
© o< © 
- © 

© 
p o 

S -3 

•h si 

"3 g 

I 
9 

Ch © 
© o 
N © 

O © © © 

O .Q > © r) o 

S 3 
© (9 

OMO 
O VO © 
f4 O4 P 

© d d 3 xj © • 
o © d o © © © 

r-o fn p > »d 
<-t Ch a ,-h a a 
<f-t © © © - r-4 »0 © 
fl >d *-« r) © -*-i ^ 

H © 
© © © 
*0 d © 
o o< *d 

© © X3 
'd d © 
- o' > 

I 
K\ 

a 



THE COMMUNIST BLOC CONNECTION 161 

H <n 
® d 
O -P 

3 I 

m 1 
•d 

•d 
© 

cd 
H 

< 
I 

0 
o 

•rl 

.‘3 

<5 

i 

O Li 
£, ai <N 

ti a 
cd ^ 
> o 

a s 

'll' 
•» CC 01 

cj aj c. o • 
^ h n, ri m 
O 0) 

d oi a d 
r-l <D O GJ 
O r-l O r-l 

■n -d 
«0 -rj 
-p © 'd 
o 43 a 
xs u as cj O 43 m o 

as u 
n g i 

TO CD 03 
O 0) U • U 
0 d cd 

3 S 3 

o\ 
43 
u 

as U O <D Qa • 
U as CQ CO 
T3 'd CD 0) 

_ (!) *1 ^ .OH 
c j m ■>-* A3 c3 .-I tJ -r-i 

cd cd o as Oi 

•n> »d 
d cj 

'd 

r) 
U 

■d 
d m o 
OS U r-l rH 

a r! d \qi 
n oi d d 6 

*rJ d CD W 
d as 

03 d 03 r-l 
o co o *cd dcud 

to d 
h Cd U aS X3 XS 
Xi u 

d r-l d u d 

o -h 'd co d 

— d 9 
O *d *rl Ci O1 Cj 

^ ® O £ 'd cd d 63 
hi a • -p □ o o cd 03 cd to o Ch to o octi'd 
cd o d o -P cd d r-l d v-i -h © 
dcl-^CrHdC^JJCd Pr-iodc 3 ft 

s. 

<©* 
I 

r- 
fn 

4>l 
C 
<W 

5 
3 
U 
0 

Q 

o 

fc> 
PQ 

M 

« 

s: 

R 5 s: s 
o 
^ o 

c ^3 

§• 

g J 
^ br> 

3 v* 



162 PLO IN LEBANON 

I. • I d I 
d • to d 

O © *d d 

0] » 
p *d r 
O d 

jO -d 

%C3 £t 
ft '© 
© *d 

o 
•d. 

2* ® 
? <3 

B d 
ft o o rH 

ho d *d 

a i 

a ft 

TO d <d >d O r-t 

1-3 -rt 

5 a 
o »d 
xi 
d nj 
(0 »d 

d 

> TO 

8 d 

o © <3 
ft ^ 3 
ft P O 

I- 

8 a S 
to © d 

T* a <Vt 

<a d u 
d (0 

TO P © > r$ O ^d 

X) 
d • 
TO Cj 

P P 
ro a 
s a> 
O -rt a 
d -m 

d tJ o d -h 

fl P £3 r-J 03 

ft a 
o *o 
p «M 

t:0 ft 
s g 
o o 

ft r-t 
© -rl 
rj o 
O '-rt 
© it 

o »d 

• o 
to a 
d xJ 

d © © d © 
•n-i d d 3 d 

■d o4 o4 d o4 

*d 

© ft 
r-t 
O 
to 

©OX) o 

fi o © o ft d ct 

Ejcwdftddfto 
d d p © o to 

xl © o ft cl © ro 
d d to -h © © 

a1 fn o 43 o »d 
© © > ro r-t d d 'd • ft w-« 

'O v-t -P r-t 

'd ft 
o 

CQ ft 
d 

ci *d o »d o1 »d o .g 
c f>> p © M 

d d ft p d 
H r-t P ft - r—? 

u 
cl ft 

«d © 03 © 
•- -d d 

ft H •rt © 
o (J o d 

•d ft ft d o4 

xi o d tJ o 
d 'd -h d 
>-i d © o d d 
o r-l r-< (h 'O ft 
o d p ch p 

© d © d 
o >d ft © r-t © 

d 'd © d 
O C3 03 p o 
> ft d o d 
P P ft r-t 03 © 
p d ft d 
o O © d H © 
d *d tJ o ft m 

i~» 
xi 
O rH 

•d o 
d p 
P r-t 

TO 
• O 

to *d 
© d 
o ft 
© ft 
> © 

P 
TO O 

O d r-l O 
d to t) - 

d 
<-> rH 
d -rt 
xi to 

ft co d d 

o *d d d 

f-: h I ft 
© d d 
o ft t>j © 

to 
ro » o d 
o a r-l 

s 03 * ^ 
X) © © Cj 
o ft it d 
d p p o 

d d 
o © © >s 
>> _ 
o d d O 

X3 © H O 

©3 

00 

ri 

Hw 

C 

£ 
3 
CJ 
0 

Q 

d M 
© to ro 

ft d o 

2 *? > 

2 9 • 
d ft 
TO 9) 

S 2 
> X> 

X3 • 
d d 
o Q 

d > 
tt d 
c3 o 
ft H 

© X3 3 p d 
ft 4 rt 

do 
M O 

CJ4 © r-l 
. d 

• o 

S© *d 
p d 

-rt 03 d 
r-t tI O - 
O N © 6[ rt 

2 St, 2 ® «. ■g 
o © d d d 
to Eh ft O d 

. »d 
•? 'd d 
d d ft 

'o d d 
•H rxt O 
o <3 o 

d Ij H rt 

ft d 
p ft 
d d . TD o a 

v_j o1 d 
r-t 

© TO ft 
ft >© I 
£ 5 d 
a ft p 
d to ft 
r-t © O 
d *d o 

r* x3 ft 
rH 

d © 
d 

3 a 
«j u ft d 
'd © d © 
© 'd ro o r-t 

a: ft TO 

© d r-t TO X) 

•a -d 
'd 
ft © 

- *d 
© 
•d © 

ft d 
© □ 
« ft 

d fc> xj © 3 

d o1 o d 

CJ © o © © ft 
d to a -d d 
ft ft ft © 
© B, « d - d 
a © ft P O r-t 



THE COMMUNIST BLOC CONNECTION 

d 
•H 
•d 
•*-4 
> 
■r* 
»d 
o 

r—4 

© 

1 
v-l 
> 

© • 03 o 
'*«-i © '© 
> O 43 

d d 
d cl o d 

3 V 
•ra o 4J -*-i 
© X> © <ft 
-P © d t4 
o CO TO 

X) © © 
d « ■d h 

o © © cr 
n< *o *d © 

© M © © d © © 

X> d © 
© '© 
•d tj .03 

ft 
© 
fcO 

ft 3 ft -rA 

3 g d 
> 

VU M 
O O s© 3 
rl ^ 43 

ft m © 
d © © r-4 

© o d 
ft © © 
ft i d ft 

© x> w o' «d 

*d © © Xi 

> 
© 
*d 

cJ © 
O V-4 
5 ► 
o © 
o *d 

d »d '© © 
ft d 

•o © .-» d ft 
© .h -<-4 ^ © o 
43 r© 43 <ft «H > 

W o X3 O ft 

• ft 
03 © 
© ft 
ft fcO 

© © Ci o 
cj T? -'4 ■d 
© © Cl 

<—4 «—4 -t-1 C 
o o d d 
TO > O' © 

*d ft © 
■r-t *© 
O «ft © 
o »d 

»h © d 
© © a 
> d 'd 

v-i 
© i—4 » 
n © 
TO © -P •H d C) 

© 'd © to d 
o © © • 

ft 
TO © 
d © 

fCv © 
© 03 
»d © 

ft d o *d 

d fft * di d 

to © 

S £ 

O X> O TO -P ft 
© O © © 
e.. O o r-4 © 43 
•h h <d d d 

© TO TO Cft ° 
r-4 O 'd 
1—4 • 'd ^4 © 

d to © © © © 
© © d o 4h 

0X3-P0-POP<N©0© 

o 
cD 
CM 
r-t 

1 =«= 

03 5 
Q 

1 W 

*» 

a 3 

to 

c 
u 
s 
3 
o 
o 

Q 

3 d ft O 

•"3 

fP 

H 

163 

Il
lu

st
ra

ti
o
n
 M

is
si

n
g

 f
ro

m
 

O
ri

g
in

al
 C

a
p
tu

re
d
 D

o
cu

m
en

t 



164 PLO IN LEBANON 

4 

4 
8 
8, 
• 1 

O 

3 
* a 
s 
3 

01 3 
• o* 

3 a 

'O r-4 
r-l 

S 5 
o 

It 
S . 

*> 

5 A 

o ft 
O <1> 

8 ° 

a 1 
TO d 
O Q« 

© ft 
43 © 
O «rt 

.O d 

* a 
o S 
v4 O 

•d 

1 

© -h 
© a _ 

rl D ^ « 
TJ O -rH TO 

©©'©do .-1 o ft o a 
. P Ot 01 

Oft r-4 r-l 
^ o* d si a 
ft g on *d ft *d o 
O 60 © d r-l 
a d d o 
o r-i a o) 
O d o, «d *d 

© 
•0 
© 

> 

TO 
<11 

ft 
0 

O 
r-4 e 

<4 
© 

T* • 8 

© 
O 

O 43 9 
0 
r-l 

'd © ca 

•d 

o 
T) 

8 43 
bj ft 
© © 

■O 
n o 

a g 

a 'd 
© 

I 

% \ 
*H x) 
> 

© 
© »d 

m 9 
o r4 

it 
43 O 

*d o 
_ ft 
xJ r-t 

H d 
CO *--l 
a > 

to r-t ft 
O O 43 
0 ft 
© -o n 
•d d o 
O O r-l 
Q< O 

d 
© •» 'O 
d © -rl 
o1 *0 o 

d o 
O 60 © 

© ft 

I 

•d *-1 
© -;•>© 
ft rH1 

■° a 
d sd 

»© d d <*-• 

c <ft d -h 

” s, 
d © 

ft 43 43 • 

ft © 
© O 
> 

O d © r-H d 

©dm 
© © 
a x) © 
O O r-l 
eh Ot ft 

*:4 © 
t> 43 
r-4 d 
43 © 
d r-4 
o d 
© 60 

© ft 
rH O 

<H 

d 0 
d © 

£> 
© © 

"d o 

© ,-! 

>-i a o © 
60 x) 

x: 

& 
9 

•o x) 
d 
ho a 
cj »a 

o © d <d 
© Q« © 
43 r-A ft -d 
wo d © 
© 60 « 'd 

ft! 
ft 
o. 

d 
© 
•d 

o 60 
© 

S r3 
43 >> 

O • 
-> 60 

© #H 
43 
n © 
•H 'd M 
© © 

«h in 
CQ n 

csf 

ri 

c 

5 
3 
o 
o 

Q 

s' i 4 
a a a 

Ol I l 
On© 
o so 3 
O 60 Cv 

n r-t 

s ‘ 

d © r-i . 
d N 
43 r-l © © 
© r-H «d © 

m ft © d 
d r-H xi n d 

/-n © 43 o d to © to o 
to d © > 0 © ©n©d 
© cj* >d ^ 4j 'd n o r-t 43 

2 g 
9 . § §■ 

o 43 43 43 O d ; 
a o d © © © • ft ft ih *d to © -ri 
© • o o o< 43 

© 

ft © 
o © 

^ 8 © © ft U © 
a © 

»rH 

U > 
* • 
O r-t 

d 
© 
H 

© d ^4 «-« © 
a 

•rH 

3 
o 
n 
ft 
© 
o« 

1 
8) 

s' ^ 
3 m* 

Is 
rl 

-. © *rH 
d n ft d ft 
O p, d 
> ^ O 

d n 
© *0 © 
•d 60 *d 

d n 
© o 
•n r-t 

43 vt o «d 

a o 
rJ ► •d th 

d ft 
© 

S 2 
o 

© 
ft m 
© o 
43 x) 
n d 
o '© 

P-t N 

d ft 
Oi 

d 

°* § 
>> to 

i g* 1 © © © 
§—1 1—i £> 

d «d d *d a 
ft © © 

a © T3 
o > n © 

ft © 
« ’d 

60 © 

© rH 

8 ® 
n, d 

01 9 
• d 

•d 

i 

o xJ 
Ot d d o 

d d © 4> 

8 © 3 43 

& 8 

ft 60 o 
91 ft -d 
60 © © 

S S 
O r-t 
•n tH 
© ft 

a 8 
ft o 

n d d n 
© 60 

TO r-l -4 
© , > 

ft © 
© O *© r—t 

»d o ft © 
o O cd 43 
43 r-l 43 d 

8 
cO 

d ’d o 

a d ft 
n d 

'© 43 
© □ © 

ft 
d o 
© ^1 ft 

o 
© d 
d © 
o’ ft d 

43 sd 
© d ft 
-d © © 

d -rH 
60 a ft 

•rais'd Od'dPO 
TO 

o ft xJ 
r-4 d 

© 
d © -r-3 
© r-t © 
w ft O 

3 © 
m O r-l 
© © 
d d 
© • o 

S’ ^ n d -rt 
o © ft 

O v-l T3 
— • Jffl 43 

60, -M O Oi © 

ft 
& 

O.- r-l x3 

ra S4 to 
o © o 

■d -r-t 
o © O 

•13 43 rt 
'© *rl rd d TO ft 

5 
o Ot 



THE COMMUNIST BLOC CONNECTION 165 

■§ 

3 

xf 
a 

'O -P © © *0 
© X) •o -d 

- o 
i 
0 

® © HO 
x) a a cd 
© ® © u m c 1 o o 
fl Cl rl ^ 

d to d 

- » 

xJ 

O x} 01 Oi 

a o © ch d 
*o *o 
•H H H tl 

& « 

c «d o -p d 
s_/ © W 

r-l d O ^ 
® fl H TO 

*o © 
eg -d © © © 
w o xS >d si a 

I s I 

3^o 
rd p d 
©TOP 
do© o* »d © 

td o 4-< O d 

^ a 

§ » § 

o 

X) | 

5 a 

d *o 
© <H 
G © 

Xi 'O B5 a rd 

d .O O P 

.o d d 

d G d d M N -p 

S h >d d 
d © 
P* o U x5 

© d 
o d x) 

W TJ d © 

.3 

o CH © d 
P TO TO U 
to a d 
•p d © u 

U TO 

$ "S 
d p -d d © 
Hod® 
- .o *d .o 

®| 
'dl 

TO *0 
•d 

d o 
aj <i» d 
© d o d 
d o« »d d 

3 3 
d d 
a> o 

nj to () (P ill 

d d C4 
CO TO H 
•d d to © 
© o o 

rd a 
to d © 
o a © > £> *d >> 

to 

c 
<u 
S 
3 
U 
o 

Q 

o 
O 

rd 

1 =*fc 

CO s 
o 

i w 

* s 
© <© 

*0.7 
s: 

* & 

11 
3 £* 



166 PLO IN LEBANON 

o 
b 
fc> 

m 

M 

« 

s: 

2S 
Q> 

•o 
bo 
s: ^3 
S5 i 
•2 as 

so 

2.1 
>3 .&0 

<o 
*-H 

ri 
tb 

■** 
c 

5 
3 
O 
o 

Q 

I 3 

U © -d o o 
X> d ® C 
o C* O ,H d 

43 aj 
© *6 
o g 

<o Fh 
d o 
43 tH 
© © 
© u 

S is 
d d 

*d d 
o d <H 
O o u 
*d tt 43 >> 

3 3 

d %el d O 
O Q O r-l 

5 9 
■H 43 

43 OJ Q © 
rH © © 

“ 4! - 9 

d 

>> 

•d d d 43 

o *d 
d a 

»d © q n< 

© a © d 
Mj ^ 

o 43 © d 
o cd r: 
•HO© 
^ fcD © 
43 O U 
o d o X) 

VD o1 r-l a 
r-4 d 
© • f< H 

d o d 
o no n< 
•d *h © 

>H © • 'd 
d d -1-4 

r-< © *H rf 

© U 43 
O © d 
r-l d CD 

© 
© © d 
'd • o d 

® 43 d 
d © © -h 

*o *rs a 

© Fh 

'§ s 

a © d .o 
'© »~ d 

© M 
»d *o 

Fh 
o 
'd 

© --'■ o © 

o cc -d d 

d w 
© 

o 
•d d 
•H r—| 
XI 

3 3 

O © & 43 

d © 

© o 
«d*d 



THE COMMUNIST BLOC CONNECTION 167 

S' ft 
© SI a • i l 

© d 
d >> 

© o ® o 
d *o d 
© © © 
d X> G 

ti d > 

31 

a '© 
w a 

si ° 'u ci o 

ro d 
© 4-i 
d o 
o« P a ft © 

© d 
o 
.-i © 

© © © O d 

d +5 Xi o 

o d ft ft © d ft 
r-4 X 03 d .H 
o © © • © o’ d 
o Ci o d © o 

<rt el t| © d O ' 
Ph o d & 
© cn » 

© o ra © 
^ o ra a) tj 
©©o©d 
d p *—i 

.a 
O V© 

® W d d -d 

§ a § 
© L| 

d 

8 

X> ft P »H 

s: 

s: a 
o <o 
^ © 

•Ci 
.s 
£ £ 
•2 a 

5! 

S3 
>3 
2S 

SS 

.§5 

6 

o> 

06 
I 

f*- 

c 

£ 
3 
o 
o 

Q 

§1 

O d V rl 

« 7* 

§ a 

© © © 
d d © 
■H U 
n-t a u 
o %o VD 
© ft 

bO © © 
P © © > 

8 - © © 

d d 
©» a 
d © vfl 
© d 

a © 
© © T3 *© d p a 

d .0 © 
© © d 
o «-» © 

n, p d 
H d »o 
© © © *•-• 
t» r-4 r-l O 

d 

© 
©op 
d o U 

o *3 

hO 
© 
d 

o d *H 
G O’ *H 
© d a 
d © 
op© 
ft o 

© p 
© o d 
'd r-l © 
o’ 0 

d o 
o © 

#—1 k( c/a 
P o 

d d d 
© © d 

©I Ol J-iJ 
O ft O 
O *© ft 

^ 2 

-O r-i d d 

U r-l © 

P d ,© 

r-l Tt © d © © 

2 0 d o O OT 

O Ti r-l 
d d © 
d ft p 

© d d © 
t4 O* O ft 'O -rl 

3 g 
» £ 

ai a 

« P O r-l 

•g 

o d -p © 

ft d ra © 
•r* © © o 
p d d 

© 
o c> © © 
P d d i-t 

© bC © o 

P «H ft o 

d 
© •3 

© © 
d d 
ft d 
U >* 

& 
© 
d 

•h d © © 

d d c ft © 

© M 
d d 
CT1 O 

ft 

•3 3 § 
© -r'. 
d -J 
O1 0) 

a 
do©© 
,Q I-! r-l P 3 : 

d w © p 

ro d 
d o1 d -p 



168 PLO IN LEBANON 

[Document 381: Sandinista Booklet 

This Booklet dislayed in a PLO office in southern Lebanon, states the goals of 
the Nicaraguan Revolution; it is dated June 1980. 

DISCURSO DEL COMANDANTE JAIME WHEELQCK 

EL 18 DE MAYO EN EL TEATRO POPULAR 

RUBEN DARIO 

SANDINO 
GENERAL OE LOS HOMBRES LIBRES 

PADRE DE LA REVOLUCION 

POPULAR ANTI-IMPERIALISTA J 

Las ensenanzas de Sandino fecundaron en el 
FSLN para culminar la obra revolucionaria. 

■ El amor puro e incondicional por la Patria. 

-La confianza en el pueblo humilde para 
defensa de la Nacion. 

- El odio a los agresores externos y los 
vendepatrias. 

-La lucha armada para arrojara los 
invasores. 

-La unidad Nacional Antiimperialista. 

1980 - ANO DE LA ALFABETIZACION 

MANAGUA - NICARAGUA 

La Revolution 

Nicaragiiense es National 

Y Fundamentalmente 

Antiimperialista 

COLECCION JUAN DE DIOS MUNOZ 

SERIE ORIENTACION SANDINISTA ) 



VI. THE INTER-ARAB, INTER-ISLAMIC AND THIRD 
WORLD CONNECTIONS 

[Documents 40-60]: 

The Communist world, which provides the PLO with most of its ideological, political 

and military backing in a shared spirit of revolution, is only one section, admittedly 

the most important, in the worldwide network of ties which the Palestinian organiza¬ 

tions have forged. They are also supported by many Arab countries, by the Islamic 

world and by much of the Third World. 

Of these three elements, the Arab world is the most committed to supporting the 

PLO, due to feelings of brotherhood and joint participation in the long Arab-Israeli 

conflict. The Rabat Summit of 1974 recognized the PLO as the sole representative of 

the Palestinian people. Even Arab countries which do not accept the PLO’s radical¬ 

ism and are indeed frightened of the menace that the revolutionary PLO poses to their 
regimes, are duty-bound to assist the PLO militarily, financially and politically — or 

at least to pay lip-service to the PLO cause. Parallel to the active involvement of Syria, 
Algeria and Libya, Egypt and Saudi Arabia give support in less direct, but no less 

significant, ways. Egypt champions the Palestinian cause politically via the autonomy 

talks and various other channels; Saudi Arabia, the PLO’s greatest financial benefac¬ 

tor, supports it in the political arena and militarily, through the delivery of American 
weapons. In any case, no Arab country, which wishes to maintain its respectability as 

a committed member of the Arab League, can afford to disclaim publicly its interest in 

the PLO cause. 

The second nexus is the Islamic world. Not only are the Arab countries (21 of them) 

members of the Islamic community, constituting its most wealthy and influential 

bloc, but they also lead the 40-odd-member Islamic Conference, which has been 
convening annually since 1969 and wielding considerable political clout in world affairs. 

The backing of the Islamic world, with its 800 million believers, lends to the Palestin¬ 

ian problem in general, and the PLO in particular, much more leverage than it would 

otherwise have. Thus, such countries as Indonesia, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Iran and 

Turkey embrace the PLO cause and often actively participate in training PLO 

personnel. 

Other Third World states, which either have a strong Muslim minority, like India, or 

allow subversive groups to operate, like many countries in Africa, Asia and Latin 

America, are also part of the international web of PLO activity. 
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[Document 39]: Libyan officer in charge of PLO air defence 

Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine 
General Command 
No. 4128/ZA’AH 
Date: 26 April 1982 

Administrative Order 

1. Capt. Hamduni, attached from the Libyan armed forces, was appointed 
assistant to the commander of Al-Na‘ama stronghold for air defence 
matters, valid as of today. 

2. Capt. Hamduni continues to supervise the air defence forces in all 
military districts. He was assigned the following by the secretary-general: 
a) To train the air defence units of the Front in all strongholds. 
b) To raise the level of training and tactics. 
c) To guarantee their needs in weapons, ammunition and equipment in 

coordination with the air defence headquarters of the armed forces in 
Tripoli. 

3. Capt. Hamduni will supervise the air defence forces attached to Fatah. 

4. Capt. Hamduni will conduct a comprehensive and documented survey of 
the following items in the air defence forces: 
a) Arms and equipment. 
b) Military installations and instruments. 
c) Vehicles and technical equipment. 
The reports will be submitted according to regulations to the secretary- 
general within 15 days. 

5. It is the task of the commander of the Al-Na‘ama stronghold to: 
a) Guarantee Capt. Hamduni a place to stay and properly attach him to 

the stronghold. 

b) Guarantee residence for Capt. Hamduni’s men inside the strong¬ 
hold. 

c) The assignment of Capt. Hamduni will be fully integrated with the 
table of organization of Al-Na‘ama stronghold in everything relating 
to personnel, military finance, administration and the munitions 
centre. 
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d) Capt. Hamduni will be put in charge of air defence in the stronghold 

and will set down a full programme for approval by the stronghold 

commander, with a copy to the central military officer. 

e) All air defence equipment and personnel in the stronghold will be 
subordinate to Capt. Hamduni. Daily activity will be his responsi¬ 

bility. 

f) It is necessary to ensure that Nakib Hamduni has a fire control 

position in the stronghold at times of enemy attacks. 

6. During visits of Capt. Hamduni in other strongholds, which have air 

defence systems in the front, it will be his responsibility: 

a) To ensure that the air defence equipment is in operational order. 

b) To ensure that such equipment is properly and effectively deployed. 

c) This will be done in cooperation with the stronghold commander and 

the soldier responsible for air defence in the stronghold. 

d) Once every month Capt. Hamduni will submit a periodical report 

about the air defence situation in the strongholds, along with his 

proposals. 
e) Capt. Hamduni is not permitted to transfer personnel or weapons 

from one stronghold to another, but will submit his proposal to the 

officer responsible in the front, and if required, an order concerning 

the matter will be issued by the secretary-general. 

(signature) 

Secretary-General 

Copies: 

File 
Fara military hq 

Front positions 

Colonel Zallah 



172 
PLO IN LEBANON 

Document 39A-2 
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[Document 40]: Training of PLO members in Arab and Islamic Countries. 

See chart in Document 26 on page 96-102 

[Document 41]: Promise of military assistance by Syria and Saudi Arabia 

THE PALESTINE NATIONAL LIBERATION MOVEMENT 

FATAH 

‘ASIFA FORCES GENERAL COMMAND 

Date: 25.7.81 

Protocol of the 6th meeting of the military council dated 25.7.81. 

Present: 

Commander-in-Chief: 

Abu ‘Ammar (Arafat) 
Abu Jihad 

Abu al-Walid, et al. 
The Political Situation 

The Commander-in-Chief reviewed the recent political situation, and praised 
the determination of the Palestinian and Lebanese fighters in the recent 

battle. “General Callaghan presented an official request for a cease-fire and 

our response was that we agreed in principle to a cease-fire, but for this we 
must receive authorization of the joint command.” 

We have a condition, we do not recognize the border enclave of Major Sa‘ad 
Haddad. 

We will regard all aggression emanating from the border enclave as Israeli 
aggression. 

Arafat reviewed the meeting of the Executive Committee and his meeting 

with the National Movement, and the final decision that the National Move¬ 

ment and the Palestine resistance groups will agree to a cease-fire. 

In addition, the military committee was informed about the dispatch of three 
anti-aircraft batteries by Syria, following the visit of Abu al-Walid and his 

meeting with Hekmat al-Shehabi.43 The meeting was also informed about the 

43. The Syrian Chief of Staff 
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visit of the Saudi Arabian ambassador, in which the latter reported that 

King Khaled is pressuring the United States to oppose the conquest of 

Lebanon by Israel. In addition, he made it clear that we are committed to the 

UN and the Security Council to observe the cease-fire, but not to Philip Habib. 

Arafat reported that we have information indicating that the Lebanese 

authorities want to hand over the bridges in the south, and Qala‘at Shakif44 to 

the Lebanese Army or to UN forces. But we will prevent the execution of this 

plan.45 

After that Abu al-Walid reviewed the meetings of the Joint Arab Defence 

Council in which he took part and said: 

“All the participants in the Council are apprehensive of a continuation of 
the fighting but they refused, at the end of the meeting, to emphasize the need 

for joint Arab action or to call for the convening of an Arab summit, for fear 

that it might incite the USA or Israel.” 

The Palestinian delegation demanded that all the countries bordering on 

Israel open their borders. 

The Jordanian delegation rejected this demand. The Jordanian delegation 

proposed to assist the confrontation states. On this subject a lengthy discus¬ 

sion ensued and the names of the countries interested in taking steps to open 

the borders were recorded. Syria supported the opening of the borders in 

order to carry out operations in the conquered territories but opposed the 

idea of shelling. 

The Libyan delegation opposed the participation of the Sudanese delegation 

and left the meeting. The remaining Arab delegations condemned the organi¬ 

zation for not holding consultations with them before approaching the 

Defence Council for coordination. 

The Defence Council failed to take any steps for the Steadfast Front and the 

resistance. 

Saudi Arabia promised to fulfil all our requests for the supply of arms and 

ammunition. 

44. The Beaufort stronghold, conquered by the PLO from the UNIFIL forces. 

45. This illustrates the determination of the PLO to defy the authority of the Lebanese government with¬ 

in the sovereign territory of Lebanon. 
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[Document 42]: M-16 rifle crates 

These rifles, made in the United States, were captured in Lebanon. The United 

States sells such equipment to Saudi Arabia. 

D05-00-073 9421 
WflE, M16A1, 5.56MM, W/E 
\ EACH 
0AAF03-71-C-Q003 
A 15/7P* 

saunto. 

K COVERED BY OKE OR 
* iw rouflwwe u.s. patents 

3,045555 
3590,150 

— 3538,155 

[Document 43]: Ammunition shipping tag: Missouri-Saudi Arabia 

T/z/5 t/S military shipping tag, attached to crates of ammunition, was found in a 

PLO arms cache in Lebanon. 
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[Document 44]: PLO position manned by Egyptians, Syrians and Libyans 

This handwritten document implies that 23-25 persons, mostly Syrians and 

Egyptians, manned an underground cave where two Katyusha rocket launchers 

and three 82mm mortars were located. The commander of the position is 

Abu-Ra‘d, who is in charge of 15 people armed with B-7 rocket launchers and a 

group of Libyans assigned to a Landrover vehicle. 
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[Document 45]: PLO rest and recreation in Cairo 

According to this order, signed by Colonel Zaki Abu-Hayye of the Palestine 

Liberation Army in Lebanon, 12 NCO’s were given airplane tickets to go to 

Cairo for rest and recreation. The date is 10 February 1982. 
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[Document 46]: PLO member sent to Gaza via Cairo 

On 6 March 1982, Abu Ismail was ordered, in accordance with a decision of the 

Sidon office of the PLO, to issue a laissez-passer to MahmudDhib Iskandrati so 

that he could reach Gaza via Cairo. Presumably, he was to infiltrate illegally 

through Israeli-held northern Sinai (this was before Israel’s withdrawal) and 
then into the Gaza Strip. 

v 
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[Document 47]: PLO trainees in Damascus 

Dated November 1981, this document lists 21 officers and NCO’s from the 

Kastel Brigade who took 100mm anti-tank gun courses in Damascus. 
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[Document 48]: PLO members from India, Pakistan and Bangladesh 
This Fatah document, dated 12 May 1982, orders the “fellow-fighters” from 

Pakistan, India and Bangladesh not to use a certain route on their way from 
Lebanon to Syria and back. 
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[Document 49]: Ten PLO members from Bangladesh 

The list includes 10 Bangladesh nationals who were recruited to Company No. 2 

of the September Martyrs Battalion, which is part of the Kastel Brigade. 
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[Document 50]: Twenty more PLO members from Bangladesh 

A second list of 20 Bangladeshis who joined the Kastel Brigade of Fatah on 9 
April 1982. 
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[Document 51]: PLO member from Somalia 

Identity card of Somali national found in Lebanon. 

UNICIPIO Di MOGADISCIO 

PatronimiCQ ..aAGI.A-jjl * 

Nome del nonno . k&fiktVil).. | 

Sopren^om? o Cognome 

:h-:re . j 

v«>. a -BadadP-. ! 
u T95.3.C 19.O0,.ci.nqMaa^atre}.. f 

GUtftdinonza . ...g.^l9.....0 I 

Professione Opa-rai o. 

Stato civile . Oeilb.O.. ! 

Domicitiato ...A*.a£adis.aL.O. ! 

Via Viltaggio K^A/-. 

P. F. No. .£2034. . 

DATI E CONNOTAT1 SALIENT! 

>’tatura m. .. 

Cor par at ura .O&ella. 

Occhi a curl... Capet! i ... Naxl. 

Sega particolari . ...,'a.U.O. • 

FIRMA 

g impronia digitate del titolare 

Mogadiscio, li 22« . 

1L CAPO DELL'AMM.NE MUN1CIPALE 
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[Document 52]: PLO officers train in India 

A 27 March 1981 order from Fatah headquarters to five of its units to dispatch 
one officer each for training in basic engineering in India. 
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[Document 53]: PLO officers train in Pakistan 

The picture shows an officers’ class which trained at the School of Armour in 

Nowshera, Pakistan, in 1980. Two PLO officers are among the graduates. 
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[Document 54]: PLO member spies against Iran 

A copy of this document, written in Persian, was found in a PLO command post 
in southern Lebanon. 

Top Secret 

From: Iranian Embassy in Beirut 

To: Foreign Ministry, Director General of Asian-African Affairs, Mr. 
Louasani 

cc: Political Director-General, Mr. Sheikh al-Salam 

It has come to my attention, that in the future you may appoint Mr. Ahmed 
Mawahdi to a position at one of our embassies. I thus feel myself obligated to 
convey to you the following information. I assure you, no personal grudge is 
involved. 

1. The man is an indirect spy for the KGB who worked through Fatah. 
2. During his service in Beirut, he totally ignored the interests of the Islamic 

revolution, and acted as an agent. 
3. As a result of his mistaken policy, he misled about 60 percent of the 

workers due to his improper conduct. 

4. During his period of service, he caused consternation among the Shi‘ites 
who were faithful to the Islamic revolution. 

5. I have attached photocopies of his reports. 

Once again I note that I do not expect that you either accept or reject this 
information, but it is, I repeat, for the sake of God. 

(signed) 
Syed Mehsan Musawi, 

Temporary Charge d’Affaires 
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Document 54A-1 
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Document 54A-2 
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[Document 55]: PLO meetings with subversive groups 

Pages of an office diary captured in Tyre in June 1982. The notes read: 

February 26: Final exams for the Salvadorian course 

April 6: The course for the comrades from Haiti began today 

April 29: Abu Hamid, Damascus, 446608 

May 16: The comrades from South Africa left today 

June 4: A group of five persons arrived from Turkey 

June 8: The course started for the comrades from Turkey 

June IT. A group arrived from Africa, 10 people from Malawi 

June 23: The training started for the comrades from Malawi 

July 4: The course of the comrades from Turkey was completed 

July 6: The Turkish group left 
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[Document 56]: PLO subversion in Niger and Mali 

This document, dated 30 October 1981, was discovered in a PLO base in 

southern Lebanon in June 1982. It provides evidence of the PLO’s alliance, or at 

least complicity, with Libyan-led subversive activities in Niger and Mali. The 

revolutionary movement of the Touareg people, supported by both Libya and 

the PLO, claims to represent a non-Arab minority in Niger and Mali, and the fact 

that the document is written in Arabic attests to Arab involvement in this 
activity. Excerpts from the document follow. 

Because of our geographical situation, we find it necessary to appeal for aid 

and support from all peace-loving nations, particularly the people of North 

Africa and especially the brotherly Libyan Arab people. This is in view of the 

declaration by Brother Qaddafi that he will always stand by the underprivi¬ 
leged nations. 

The main goals of our revolution are as follows: .... 

3. Our basic goal is: the complete liberation of our homeland. 

4. The establishment of a state that will adopt the popular socialist regime of 

the masses and ensure a popular government. Our constitution and 
legislation will draw on the Islamic principles of the “Shari‘a.” 

5. One of the revolution’s principles is to bring back our natural resources 
and exploit them for the benefit of the masses. 

6. Our revolution aims at achieving full unity with our brethren in North 
Africa, especially with the Arab Libyan people. 

7. One of our goals is to strengthen the relations of goodwill with the Arab 

sister states and with Africa and the Islamic world and with all peace-and- 
freedom-loving nations. 

Our revolution aims at making an active contribution to the destruction of 
racism, Zionism and the imperialist hegemony in any shape and form. 

Those who participated in the planning of this project and are now in Tripoli 

are waiting only for the final authorization of their proposals by the appro¬ 

priate Libyan authorities, in order to turn immediately into an executive 

committee of the organization., defining the area of responsibility of each 

participating member in accordance with the structure of the above- 

mentioned apparatus. Thereby it will be possible for the revolution to make a 
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real breakthrough, abandon the situation of uncertainty and hesitation that it 

has known for the past two years and move towards the stage of realizing its 

principles and goals as originally determined. 

Because of the serious plight of our people, we ask our Arab Libyan brother 

to assist us, to quickly reach this stage of creating a basic apparatus of a 
revolutionary liberation organization. 

At this point we wish to remind our Libyan brethren that the above region 

(Mali and Niger) is now in a dangerous state of political and economic 

vacuum as a result of the all-out bankruptcy of the governments that were 

created by imperialism in the area. 

It may prove very dangerous if North African countries — especially Libya 

— ignore the fate of this vital region, which, from the historical, geographical 

and human points of view, represents an inseparable part of North Africa. 

There can be no doubt that the fate of this region will determine the final fate 

of North Africa, West Africa and Central Africa. 

From our point of view, we have committed ourselves to support the Arab 

Libyan revolution, under the leadership of Qaddafi, who has taken upon 

himself all the political, economic and diplomatic tasks, in order to stand by 

our people. We take this opportunity to declare that we stand by our Arab 

Libyan brethren. We do this because the covenant between us and them is not 

a creation of changing circumstances but, as we said, it is historical, fateful 

and eternal. 

Published in Tripoli 

Date: 3 October 1981 
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Document 56A-2 _Y 
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Document 56A-1 
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Document 56A-4 _ i _ 
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[Document 57]: PLO subversion in Niger and Mali 

Found in the same file as Document 56, this document, signed by Abu lyyad, the 

number-two man in the PLO, refers to the PLO contribution to these African 

operations. 

IN THE NAME OF ALLAH THE MERCIFUL 
THE POPULAR FRONT FOR THE LIBERATION OF PALESTINE 

GENERAL COMMAND 

Date: 20 December 1981 

Following the meeting held between us on 18 December 1981, we are sending 

you this report, which shows the correct picture and presents the most 

important conclusions we reached concerning the mission you decided 

upon. . . 

There is an urgent need to send the group back where it came from... we are 

asking you to make the necessary arrangements for the trip.... They turned over 

the ID’s to comrade Abu-Jasit due to their relations with foreign elements, 

especially the Embassy of Mauritania, which had sent a man to them.... We are 

sending you a list of the comrades who are in serious economic circumstances. 

They number 24 men. We request that you facilitate their journey and grant 

them leave so they can return to their families. We request that you allocate 

monthly wages to all the comrades and expedite the situation regarding 

courses, since many of the comrades have become disgusted with this matter. 

Abu lyyad 
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[Document 58]: PLO collusion with Sahara rebels 

A handwritten document on the stationery of the Popular Front for the Libera¬ 

tion of Palestine indicates collusion between the PLO and the Front for the 

Liberation of the Central Arab Desert, that is, the Sahara. (There is no date on the 

original document.) 

POPULAR FRONT FOR THE LIBERATION OF PALESTINE 
GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
MILITARY HEADQUARTERS 

When the plot was uncovered, a battle broke out on the night of 15 May. 300 

soldiers were killed. Three officers from the Niger forces seized Sgt. Sidi 

Muhammad, the two officers and the soldiers who launched the coup. But the 

Imam, who is secretary-general of the Front, succeeded in escaping via the 

desert to Mauritania.There, together with his deputy, Muhammad Musa, he 

met up with the Polisario fighters, and then reached Libya where they 

remained. 

The current activity of the revolutionaries is continuing deep inside Mali. 

The revolution has organized a widespread underground movement based on 

mobilizing the masses, ideological indoctrination and a financial fund, which 

was set up in order to raise 10 million francs to release the leader, Zaya ben 

Tehir, who had sought refuge in Algeria. Ben Bella extradited him to Mali 

where he was imprisoned from 1963 until 1979. Now he lives under supervi¬ 

sion in Mali. The revolution is pursuing underground mobilization. Each 

new recruit takes an oath on the Qur’an to keep allegiance to the revolution 

and never to uncover its secret. 

The founding conference of the Front took place in 1979 with the participa¬ 
tion of all its leaders. There the Front’s organizational framework was laid 

out, and camps and offices were opened in Libya in coordination with Algeria. 

The goals of the Front for the Liberation of the Central Arab Desert are: 

1. Liberation of the Central Arab Desert from the colonialism of Mali and 

Niger, and its reunification. 

2. Annexation of the Desert to the Arab homeland and unification with any 

Arab country so willing. 

3. Making Arabic the official language of the Desert. 

4. Establishing a free, democratic state, its slogan being “Freedom, 

Islamic Socialism and Unity.” 
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5. War against colonialism, imperialism, Zionism and racial discrimination. 

6. Liberation of the citizens of the Desert from all their shackles. 

7. Liberation of the national economy from foreign domination. 

8. Evacuation of foreign bases from the north. 
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[Document 59]: Kurdish Poster 

The poster was found in PLO offices in Sidon, in June 1982. It features a map of 

Kurdistan (covering territories in Turkey, Iraq and Iran), Kurdish women 

freedom-fighters, and a slogan of the Kurdish Communist Party. 

partIya karker£n kurdIstan 
(PKK) 





VII. THE PLO’S MODUS OPERANDI 
[Documents 61-74] 

Although the PLO’s major preoccupation in Lebanon was Israel, its occupation of 

southern Lebanon presented it with day-to-day problems of administration, exten¬ 

sion of services, coordination with local Lebanese authorities and UN forces, and 
confrontation with portions of the local Lebanese population, the Haddad forces 

and, on occasion, UNIFIL as well. 

The following selection will illustrate the wide range of PLO concerns in southern 

Lebanon, from planning operations against Israeli population centres and American 

bases, recruiting Palestinian and international youth to its ranks, organizing local 

defences, collecting intelligence, convening ideological meetings and engaging in 

propaganda. 

The PLO’s gratuitously brutal behaviour toward the people of southern Lebanon will 

be explored in the final section of the book. But much of the legacy of resentment and 

bitterness which the PLO left behind resulted from its “normal” operational activities 

in meeting the “needs of the revolution.” For example, if it was “necessary” to 

mobilize 12-year-old children to fill in for their fallen fathers, no overriding moral 

consideration could dissuade the organization from such a decision. When it located 

its military positions in apartment houses, schools and hospitals, it probably did so 

out of a conviction that it would thus gain immunity from counterattack. If it evicted 

UN observers from certain military positions (notably the Beaufort), it was con¬ 

vinced it “deserved” to control these positions in order to better “protect” southern 

Lebanon against Israel. And if it expelled civilians and took over their property in the 

southern villages and towns, that was done as an “interim” move toward victory for 

the revolution. The terror, blackmail, rape, murder, expropriation and other excesses 

were only means to achieve the goals of the revolution which were considered 

supreme. 

205 
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[Document 60]: Guidelines for shelling Israeli population centres 

This document of the unified PLO command, dated 13 May 1981, details a 

meeting attended by Arafat and representatives of all PLO groups. It says, 
among other things: 

Due to the approaching election,46 Begin has to display some signs of vitality. 

This has been confirmed by a cable from our representative in Belgium who 

visited the Belgian Foreign Ministry where he was told that Israel was on the 

verge of a vast operation against the Palestinian revolution.... This operation 

would last two days after which the powers would interfere and impose a 

cease-fire lest it escalate into war.... European countries have asked Begin to 

refrain from this operation in southern Lebanon, but in vain.... After discuss¬ 

ing the military steps that are to be adopted in the south, the following was 
decided: 

a) If hostilities break out we cannot sit by and watch, we have to initiate 

contact with the enemy and deal him a blow that would cause the greatest 
number of casualties and damage. 

b) Four rocket launchers will be earmarked for the central and eastern war 

zones, aimed at totally destroying Kiryat Shemona. 

c) Two 130mm guns will be set to shell Kiryat Shemona. 

d) 20 “Grad” missiles will be infiltrated into the border region in order to 
shell Safed. 

e) Squads of fighters will be set up to fight the Israelis from house to house in 

Nabatiye and pursue the battle around the Arnoun Fort in order to 

prevent its conquest. A suicide squad of ten first-rate fighters will be 
posted in the fort and in the cultivated lands of Bani Sakhr. 

46. The elections were to be held on 30 June 1981. 
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Document 60A-2 
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Document 60A-3 
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[Document 61]; Target chart of Israeli population centres 

A target chart for artillery positioned in Kafr Rumman in southern Lebanon. The 
computed targets are: Kiryat Shemona, Misgav Am and Metulla. 
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[Document 62]: Artillery assignments against Israeli targets 

PLO No. 145/m 
THE UNITED COMMAND ARTILLERY 27 July 1981 

TOP SECRET AND MOST URGENT 

From: The commander of artillery of the United Command in the south 
To: All units 

Greetings for the revolution! 

1. Following are the targets and their particulars: 

No. Target Artillery Unit47 Quantity 

1. Misgav Am Artillery Battalion 1 20 
2. Kiryat Shemona Sa‘iqa 20 
3. She’ar Yashuv Artillery Battalion 6 20 
4. Dan The Popular Front 20 
5. Kfar Yuval The Liberation Front 20 
6. Hagoshrim The Democratic Front 20 
7. Ma’ayan Baruch The Front 20 
8. Kfar Giladi Liberation Front 20 
9. Metulla Artillery Battalion 1 20 

10. Nahariya48 The Missile Unit 11 
11. The Military Airport, 

Betzet49 
Artillery Battalion 3 20 

12. Marj‘ayun50 Artillery Battalion 1 20 
13. Qlei‘a Artillery Battalion 1 20 

2. The firing will take place in two stages: 
a) Phase 1 — 21 July 1981, at 11:00 
b) Phase 2 — 22 July 1981, at 08:00 

47. Practically all PLO groups were given a share in the shelling. 

48. Practically all major towns in the north were targeted for shelling. 

49. This is the only “military” target mentioned in the list; it is, in fact, a seldom used field-strip in western 
Galilee. 

50. The last two targets are Lebanese villages in Major Haddad’s area. 
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3. The following codes will be used: 

a) After Phase 1 is completed — “A thousand greetings to our impris¬ 

oned fighters.” 

b) After Phase 2 is completed — “Shame and stigma on our enemies.” 

c) When on standby for execution — “You’ll be punished while alive.” 

4. We must keep off the air immediately before and during execution. 

5. Our firing methods, routine schedules and movements must be altered so 

as to escape detection by the enemy. 

Colonel (Signature) 
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Document 62A 
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[Document 63]: Target chart for firing in the central sector 

This is the heading for a 1:50,000 scale map of southern Lebanon and northern 

Israel with 141 targets markedforfiring; 16 of the targets are towns and villages 

in the Galilee; the other targets are in southern Lebanon. 
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[Document 64]: Precaution against Israeli counterattacks 

This battle-order, dated 28 May 1981, is from the Sidon area commander of the 

September Martyrs Battalion of the Kastel Forces of Fatah to the commander of 

the United Command in the south. It illustrates the PLO policy of locating mili¬ 

tary units in civilian zones. We have translated two excerpts. 

The unit has a multiple mission: 

1. To ward off the enemy’s attempts to dislodge the revolution from the 
Sidon area; 

2. To hold on to all existing positions and defend them; 

3. To be on constant alert to confront aggression on the part of the Zionist 
enemy, the separatist forces51 and their allies; 

4. To maintain a reserve unit for the entire area... 

The built-up areas in the town of Sidon and the surrounding villages are 

excellent areas for shelter. The trees provide complete camouflage and con¬ 
cealment for vehicles and personnel. 

Positions should be taken up in the built-up areas in Sidon, the refugee camps 
and the villages. 

51. The term usually used by the PLO and the Lebanese left to designate the Christian forces in Lebanon, 
and sometimes Haddad’s troops in particular. 
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Document 64A-2 
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Document 64A-6 
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Document 64A-7 
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[Document 65]: “RPG kid” 

One of a few hundred “RPG kids”, aged 10-15, who were trained by the PLO to 
operate the rocket-propelled-grenades. Some two hundred of them were 

arrested by the IDF and released shortly thereafter. 

In the terrorist camps, children aged 12 and upwards were recruited into the 

fighting force, equipped with personal weapons and sent off to fight the Zionist 

enemy. Testimony is now being collected from teachers about the “sons of 

fighters” — teenagers armed with Kalashnikovs. The “student fighters” did not 

hesitate to threaten teachers and fellow students, or to fire these weapons 
periodically into the classroom. 

Anyone travelling around southern Lebanon these days is likely to come across 

young boys and girls, mostly in their teens, without fingers. This phenomenon is 

particularly noticeable in the villages. The terrorists regarded the village youth 
as potential fighters in Haddad’s militia or in the Lebanese Army. They would 

often kidnap children and return them to their homes with their fingers 
amputated. 
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[Document 66]: Palestinian child in full military gear 
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[Document 67]: Order to mobilize 12-year-olds 

The document was found in Sidon. 

THE PALESTINE NATIONAL LIBERATION MOVEMENT 
FATAH 

GENERAL COMMAND OF ‘ASIFA FORCES 
KASTEL FORCES/SEPTEMBER MARTYRS BATTALION 

No. 727/4/1 A 

Date: 4 June 1982 

Subject: Mobilization and 

Annexation 

To: Commanding Officer, Company 3 

Following is the text of a letter from the Kastel Forces Command, No. 

1325/2/1 A, dated 3 June 1982. 

1. In accordance with what was discussed at the meeting of the Military 

Council of 27 May 1982, it has been decided to draft the sons of the 

fighters, beginning on 1 June 1982, and until 30 September 1982, as 

follows: 

a) The sons of the fighters in the armed forces, the Yarmuk forces, the 

Karame forces, the Kastel forces, and the “Ajnadin” forces. 

b) Those under 12 years of age will not be accepted. 

c) A monthly allowance of 400 Lebanese pounds will be paid to each 

one. 
d) They will be stationed at the camps of the abovementioned forces, 

and will be provided with the necessary technical personnel. 

e) All other units must send their representatives to the locations nearest 

the abovementioned forces. 

f) For action. 

(signed) 

Major Abu ‘Uthman, Staff Officer 

Commander, September Martyrs Battalion 
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[Document 68]: Order to mobilize 16-39-year-olds 

The document, dated 8 May 1981, stipulates that in order to strengthen the front 

against the enemy, all men aged 16-39 are to be called up to the PLO within 48 

hours; thereafter, the revolution will set up roadblocks and hand overall eligible 

men who have not responded to the call. 
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[Document 69]: Plans to attack American airbases 

Cover and table of contents of a military training book entitled “Sabotage,” 

written by Colonel ‘Afallah Muhammad ‘Atallah (Abu al-Za'im), PLO military 
intelligence chief The cover illustration shows an explosion blowing apart a Star 

of David, symbol of the State of Israel. The table of contents is preceded by a 

note about “American airbases,” giving a generalized description of such bases, 
and specifying that one kilogram of TNT would cause serious damage if used at 

certain weak points. Any penetration of American airbases is to be preceded by 
reconnaissance and observations. 
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[Document 70]: PLO to escalate violence in southern Lebanon 

The document originated in the security staff of PLO joint forces in southern 

Lebanon. 

THE SECURITY OF THE SOUTH. 

24 February 1981 

We learned from our representative that following the Islamic Conference52 

the Fatah movement will escalate the situation in southern Lebanon both 
domestically and externally. 

Internally — Fatah will create problems between the Palestinian resistance 

and the Amal movement53 by inciting against some of the resistance groups 

on the one hand and extending assistance to Amal on the other. 

Externally — Fatah will initiate military operations through the border 

enclave,54 and launch continuous shelling on the villages of the enclave and on 
(Israeli) settlements. 

As of now, there is some difference of opinion between Fatah and the Syrians, 

because the Syrian regime supports other (PLO) organizations against Fatah. 

Thus, an armed clash is possible between the Syrians and Fatah. Syria might 

then either evacuate its forces or concentrate them in order to create a threat 

against Fatah (lest it exploit) the vacuum that would emerge after Syria’s 
retreat. 

Revolution until victory! 

52. Islamic Conferences have been held annually since 1969. In March 1981 the Conference met in Ta’if, 

Saudi Arabia, and called for a Jihad (Holy War) to liberate Jerusalem. 

53. The Shi'ite militia, which supported the “left” and the PLO in principle but clashed with them with 

increasing frequency in the months before Operation Peace for Galilee. 

54. That is, the zone controlled by Haddad’s forces. 
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VIII. EYEWITNESS REPORTS AND COMMENTS 
[Documents 75-124] 

As the dust of battle began to settle, and the hundreds of thousands of Lebanese 
refugees who had been expelled by the PLO made their way back to their homes, 
horror stories began to surface about terrifying experiences under the PLO occupa¬ 
tion. In some places, where the Lebanese population was almost totally annihilated, 
only a few survivors are left to tell the story. In other areas, notably Nabatiye, 
Damour, Sidon and other towns, which have been rapidly recovering from the 
destruction of seven years of fighting and where the original population has been 
streaming back, the stories of PLO terror are told with sighs of relief. Some of these 
eyewitness reports have been told to journalists, others to the local Lebanese authori¬ 
ties and still others to Israeli soldiers who participated in Operation Peace for Galilee. 
Some reports were submitted in writing, while others were conveyed in television, 
radio and newspaper interviews. 

Where possible, we have included names and other information about the witnesses. 
We contacted some of them in order to reconfirm their stories. The majority, 
however, are anonymous people from all walks of life who felt the need to share their 
horrors with the world at large. Many of the stories were confirmed by independent 
sources, including PLO men detained by Israel. Some of the accounts may be 
inaccurate or exaggerated, but there can be no doubt about their basic authenticity. 
We have sifted through thousands of testimonies and selected a few samples in order 
to do justice to this otherwise undocumented aspect of the PLO occupation of 

Lebanon. 

233 



234 PLO IN LEBANON 

[Documents 71-99]: Eyewitness reports on PLO conduct in Lebanon 

[Document 71]: An elderly Lebanese woman, Sidon, 6 July 1982 
The interview was broadcast on Israel Television on 23 July 1982 (translated 
from Arabic). 

This is my house, anyone who passed by it could not help marveling at it. The 

garden was full of flowers, it was a living paradise, until they (the PLO) came, 

shot us, killed us and destroyed our houses. 

[Document ;2]: Major Khalil Yasin Khalil Abu Ghanim, formerly in charge of 
transportation for Fatah, now in Israeli custody. 
The interview was broadcast on Israel Television on 23 July 1982 (translated 
from Arabic). 

Due to the general chaos in Lebanon, they (the PLO) intervened in the 

everyday life of the Lebanese; they interfered in his livelihood, in everything. 

They desecrated his honour, his life, his children.... In addition to that, their 

very presence in Lebanon, which necessitated Israel’s reprisals in self-defence, 

caused damage to the densely-populated areas where they had entrenched 

themselves.... This, of course, generated a lot of bitterness among the Leba¬ 

nese. One must say that the Lebanese people want to see no more of our 

fighters, for they know that the current disaster in Lebanon was caused by 

force of arms. This is what happened in Lebanon. They did in Lebanon what 

they had done in Jordan. 

[Document 73]: Yihya Jawad Kharob Fatlawi, a PLO member 
The interview was broadcast on Israel Television on 23 July 1982 (translated 
from Arabic). 

I was born in Baghdad on 1 January 1961.... The PLO and its people, 

including officers, perpetrated many thefts and kidnappings and even 

murders in Lebanon. One of these “operations” was carried out by a group of 

Fatah members who robbed the casino. They killed one person, assaulted 

many others.... Once they raped the wife of a local doctor. All this took place 

in Sidon and everybody knew about it. Many other things were perpetrated 

by members of the organizations.... I learned to handle a Kalashnikov rifle 
with its silencer; this is the kind of weapon I use... 

I have a distant relative in Sidon. I went to see him and he offered to employ me 

in intelligence, in a liquidation squad to kill people. We worked together, the 

two of us, and other persons too, to eliminate Iraqis who opposed the Iraqi 
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government. He dispatched me to collect information within several organi¬ 

zations which employ Iraqis and Palestinians who oppose the Iraqi govern¬ 

ment.... We have also mounted attempts against the lives of some Iranians who 

were members of Fatah and opposed our activities. 

Q: Who are the people you killed? 
A: Abu Sadam al-Iraqi, who was a captain in Libyan intelligence and main¬ 

tained contacts with the PLO, especially with the Popular Front — General 

Command. He had his own group of anti-Iraqi activists which operated 

against Iraq... 

We also killed Hussein al-Sharif, the head of the Iranian students in the 

Middle East, who maintained contacts with Fatah, as well as his deputy, 

someone called Khazem. 

Others had been murdered before I joined the gang and after I left that 

intelligence squad.... They also killed ‘Izzat al-Fahd, Khaled al-Traqi and 

‘Adel Wasfi. Other people like Sadef al-Ja‘fer, from the Communist party, 

collected information about the victims. 

[Document 74]: Miriam and Diana Fakhr-a-Din, young women, Sidon 

The interview was broadcast on Israel Television on 23 July 1982 (translated 

from Arabic). 

We knew that they (the PLO) killed people and threw their corpses in the 
courtyards. Some of them were mutilated and their limbs were cut off. We did 

not dare to go out for fear that we might end up like them. Many of the 

murdered were dumped in parks and forests. Nobody knows where they are 

buried, not even the families... 

Once we heard of a girl in our school who was raped and then they slaugh¬ 
tered her.... They set up many roadblocks. They were filthy people.... So we 

were prohibited to leave the house lest we be raped too. Because if we had 

gone out, they would have constituted a temptation for them.... They did many 

filthy things. We did not even dare go to the beach because they molested us, 
weapons in hand. They shot and used abusive language, all the words that one 

could imagine. 

We could not go to the movies, because they would fight among themselves 

about who would sit next to a certain girl. So any girl who wished to go to the 

movies had to take along with her ten of her friends, so that they would not 

bother her. 
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They would roam the streets in jeeps and make fun of people and girls. Life 

was impossible with them. Lately, a case was published in a newspaper in 

Sidon. They raped a girl and threw her body next to a very famous statue here. 

The picture was published in the newspaper. They tortured her horribly and 

then buried her body. So, we did not dare go out of the house. When we went 

somewhere, for example to my father’s clinic, they would stop their jeep and 

start trailing us and bothering us, and we were intercepted in any direction we 

went. They would say, “Hi sweetheart, come here, don’t be afraid, let me — 

you” and so on....We could do nothing. Even if we wanted to shout for help 

we would be afraid because they were armed. And there are many more things 
of this sort. 

[Document 75]: An elderly man, Sidon 

The interview was broadcast on Israel Television on 23 July 1982 (translated 
from Arabic). 

My son drove a car and accidentally crashed with another car driven by a 

Palestinian. The latter’s car was new and its bumper was badly damaged, 

something estimated at 100-120 Lebanese pounds. The PLO member came 

here and phoned his family; they all came with their Kalashnikov sub¬ 

machine guns; they came to my house at Ein Hilwe,55 and we immediately 

assured them that they would be fully compensated. They said, “If you do not 

pay 1,000 pounds, we’ll arrest you. Get it?’’ I paid 3,500 pounds and begged 

that they leave me in peace.... We did not dare to venture out of the house at 

night, even not one step outdoors. The moment darkness set in, we closed 

down and went home.... You know why? Just because of this trouble.... All 

troublemakers that God created have somehow found their way to 

Lebanon.... They come here and for any minor problem, draw their pistols or 

threaten with their Kalashnikovs. They used to shout, “Get out of here, man!” 

I would hold them and beg, “Put down your rifle! A round may be shot by 
mistake and blood will be spilled.” 

[Document 76]: Yussuf Abu-Mar‘i and his wife Zakya, Sidon 

The interview was broadcast on Israel Television on 23 July 1982 (translated 
from Arabic). 

Husband: This is my son’s house. He was sitting here, in front of it when 

members of the “Front”56 came in. They called his name and asked whether 

we had armed people inside. He said, “No.” They insisted that armed men 

55. A suburb of Sidon. Part of Ein Hilwe is populated by local Lebanese, another part is a Palestinian 
refugee camp. 

56. The Popular Front. 
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were hiding inside; they put him against the wall and ordered him to stay 

there. Then, they shot him in the back, right here. His mother and his wife, 
who had become concerned about him, rushed out and found him killed.... 

They wanted to throw his corpse in the garden and bury him... 

Wife: We were outside and we heard that some Palestinians had penetrated 

into our house. We did not believe it, but before long we realized that they 

were assaulting us. I was right here and the children hid in the field. I was 

looking for the kids, but I could not find them. They killed my elder son right 

by the door. He was at home, he opened the door to go downstairs, when he 
ran into them. They ordered him to raise his hands and shot him.... My other 

son went out to hide the children. He was 14. When he came back to see his 
brother, they killed him too. I went upstairs, I found them lying on the floor, 

one here, the other there. They were dead, both of them. This is what 

happened. They killed and killed, all we saw here was bodies of the dead. I 

asked Saint Mary to give me forbearance. They killed the son of my daughter 

too. They were all young. 

[Document 77]: A couple from a village near Tyre 

The interview was broadcast by Israel Television on 23 July 1982 (translated 

from Arabic). 

Wife: They attacked the village like ants. There were thousands of them, a 

mixed batch, Palestinians and others.... Then, they left the killed behind.... We 

were allowed to go out at 5 o’clock pm and we found our children killed, our 

houses robbed. They took our sheep and other herds and killed our children; 

they ransacked our houses. When I returned home I found nobody, my 

husband was not there. I only found the boy killed and two others dead 

upstairs. They took away my husband and I stayed alone in the house... 

Q : What did you tell them when you saw the children slain? 

A : They asked, “V/hy are you crying? We are going to evacuate the bodies!” 

I said, “If you do, you are in for more turmoil!” What an idea to take them 

out! We covered them and took them in. 

Husband: They took me into custody for 40 days, first in Rashidiye and then 

in Faqahani. 

[Document 78]: A PLO member from Bangladesh 
The interview was broadcast on Israel Television on 23 July 1982 (translated 

from Arabic). 
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My name is Purisbel. I came from Bangladesh to work in a hospital and they 
enlisted me in the George Habash organization. They paid me 600 Lebanese 
pounds monthly.... The PLO was a multi-national affair: they had terrorists 
from Somalia, Libya, Iraq, Pakistan and Bangladesh.... There were terrorists 
from many countries. They were stationed in this entire area, especially here 
in the village of ‘Abra. 

[Document 79]: Hamed Ahmed Muhammed ‘Isa, a Lebanese 

The interview was broadcast on Israel Television on 23 July 1982 (translated 
from Arabic). 

Originally I was Palestinian but now I am a Lebanese national. I was born in 
Lebanon. I went to Germany in 1970 where I lived illegally until 1974-5.1 met 
a German girl, Ruth Merkel. I befriended her and I lived with her family. 
When I decided to ask for political asylum, they wanted me to extend the 
validity of my passport. So I went to the Lebanese consulate, where someone 
from the PLO called Hamdi Harb was present. The Lebanese consul told me 
that no passport could be extended to Palestinians unless by PLO consent. 
The PLO official asked me to follow him to his office and he offered me a job 
with youth [in Lebanon].... I was told to discuss politics with them and any 
other topic I might be ordered to.... I consented.... Thus, I established contacts 
with Arab youth; we used to sit together and discuss matters... 

The day came when I wanted to go back to Germany. I went to the PLO 
offices to report my trip.... I arrived in Germany in the company of a young 
man called Nazih and while in West Berlin another man, named Ahmad 
Tuffel, met us. He took us around Berlin.... Ahmed Tuffel brought along his 
friends: Merwan, and a German boy with whom they spoke German.... and 
so, we walked around for some time... 

One day, Ahmed took us to the offices of the organization in East Berlin and 
the man in charge was at home.... Ahmed came to report that we were 
entrusted with a mission. We asked what it was and he said, “some kind of 
bombing.” We said, “We came here to have a good time; if we are caught we’ll 
be in trouble.” He said, “Don’t worry.” We insisted that we did not want to 
do it. He said, “OK, leave the task to me,” and we went on roaming around 
the city with him... 

Then, I went to order my return ticket to Lebanon since my vacation was 
over. I went home and saw Ahmed again. He said, “We are going out for our 
mission.” I said that I refused to go because I was going back to Lebanon. He 
said, “OK leave it to me,” and he went downstairs. Downstairs a dark- 
skinned boy was waiting for him, holding a briefcase, which he handed over 
to Ahmed. I asked what it was but he said, “Don’t worry...” 
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There were Germans who collaborated with our organization, such as 
Wolfgang I wot, Tatlev Mercury, but not the Merkel family. Another was 
called Hiblmar Krist and another was Karl Kamele.... They are Communists.... 
They published articles for us in the newspapers because they knew German 
better than us,... They also organized political gatherings... 

At 21:00 that night a bomb exploded in a restaurant, wounding 25 people, 8 of 
them seriously; a one-year-old baby is still in critical condition. The bomb was 
so powerful that all the traffic was blocked, the bomb had been hidden in the 
briefcase, and a woman was seen leaving the restaurant briefly prior to the 
explosion... 

Q : Why would they want to blow up an Italian restaurant in West Berlin? 

A: According to Ahmed, that restaurant was frequented by foreigners: 
Americans, Pakistanis; that is, foreigners. Therefore, they decided to blow it 
up. 

Q : You were born in Lebanon. Lebanese blood flows in your veins. What do 
you think has happened to Lebanon since the coming of the PLO? 

A : Lebanon was a paradise. Now, they inflicted upon it destruction, 
expulsion and chaos. This is what happened in Lebanon. Beirut used to be 
called “Paris No. 2”, everybody here lived in affluence and abundance! But 
since the organization came here in 1967, Lebanon has been all but destroyed. 

[Document 80]: Umm-Atallah, a Christian woman, Damour 

The interview was broadcast on Israel Television on 23 July 1982 (translated 

from Arabic). 

Oh God, oh God, you are the Almighty, return to us our homes! My Lord, it 
was my children who built this house. My family used to live here. Oh my 
God! They assaulted Damour and murdered people there. My son and my 
nephew were killed; my second sister, her son and grandson, her daughter and 
her daughter-in-law, her daughter’s mother-in-law and her second grandson, 
and the son of my third sister [were all murdered]. After thd^ invaded 
Damour, they went in and killed everybody in the house, with the assistance 
of a group of the Na‘ama neighbourhood inhabitants: Palestinians, Syrians 
and other people from Na'ama... 
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We went to the palace of [Camille] Chamoun, and we were sent by boat to 
Jounieh. When we left Damour it was a big torch in flame. This is what 
happened. When they entered Damour, every house which was not burnt or 
destroyed, they set afire and robbed. They robbed and stole, because it was 
full of expensive furniture. Our houses were particularly well furnished. They 
stole furniture and took money, so we left behind us money and jewelery. 
After they stole and robbed, they went back and burnt down everything. All 
in order to let out their frustrations and wrath on the Christian Lebanese, cut 
men and women into pieces. They literally cut them down with axes before 
they killed them... 

These past seven years I have been told not to go back to Damour, but I said 
that God is almighty, nothing is impossible for God. Since the Israelis arrived 
here, I am saying and repeating that they were sent by God. It is God who sent 
us the Israelis, God the Almighty. 

[Document 81]: Tawfik Shamtef from the village of ‘Abra 

The interview was broadcast on Israel Television on 23 July 1982 (translated 
from Arabic). 

The moment they moved into ‘Abra, they took over the strategic spots. They 
broke down our olive trees and other nice places and trees. Every house which 
looked strategic to them, they took over, turned it into a position and 
conducted observations and other military activities from there. We tried to 
talk them out of it politely, but they would not listen. They saw a new house 
which had just been completed, and its owner just occupied it, and they 
confiscated it. They urged us to keep our mouths shut and to remain indoors. 
So, we took our children and sheltered them in a protected room; we were 
hardly in that room, when they started shelling us with cannon. Two girls 
from the Safi household were killed, and my father was wounded and died. 

Then they started shelling the streets and the rest of the houses and we had no 
one to ask for help. We had no choice but to take our wounded to a nearby 
hospital under fire. This is what happened to us. We located the wounded 
according to their cries for help; I and other young people who were in the 
village went to collect the wounded and the dead. We met the village mukhtar 
who, himself, had removed a dead girl. Her hands were cut off and part of her 
head was missing. The houses were set on fire, people were caught in the fire, 
burning and unable to escape, all crying and weeping. We picked up some 
crying women but they shot at us and the walls around us were full of bullet 
holes. We wanted to load them into cars and rush to hospitals but we could 
not go far; they blocked the roads with their jeeps and forbade us from going 
any further. Nevertheless, we succeeded in bringing to the hospital a few of 
the wounded. 
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[Document 82]: Hasan-a-din and his father, from the village of Haruf 

The interview was broadcast on Israel Television on 23 July 1982 (translated 

from Arabic). 

Son: On Ramadan of two years ago, that is 1980, exactly on the night of the 
21st, at 3:30, my only brother was kidnapped by armed people. Three days 
later, he was found dead at the “Musila” station, that is about 15 kilometres 

from Nabatiye. 

Father: I say again: my late son, Sayyid Ali, was an imam in the mosque and 
was delivering sermons as part of his religious duties. Many times he was 
asked by the local youth, “What can we do?” He answered, UYou have to fast 
and pray to God and you must bless His name, so that you act in unison and 
preserve your land to which you have a full right.” These words were 
transmitted by spies — by some of the aliens who were here, the terrorists, if 
you wish — to them [the PLO] and they interpreted them as they wished. 
Therefore, they acted against him, and it is evident that his words cost him his 
life. This is what I believe and, beyond that, only Allah knows. 

[Document 83]: Hasan Abd-al-Hamid, from the village of Rujeib 
The interview was broadcast on Israel Television on 23 July 1982 (translated 

from Arabic). 

There were families who were forced out of their homes. Girls, women and 
children were crying at night when their personal belongings were thrown 
out of the windows to the street.... At night, they used to bring girls upstairs to 
their offices, where they had a spare office; you can see it there. The girls were 
begging, “In the name of Allah, leave us alone; Allah will preserve the honour 
of your women, do not desecrate ours!” A few minutes later, the cries would 

subside... 

[Document 84]: A doctor at al-Hilal Hospital, Sidon 
The hospital had been the personal property of Dr. Rashid Khouri, a member of 

the Lebanese parliament, but was taken overby the PLO in 1976. The interview 

was broadcast on Israel Television on 23 July 1982. 

This is a hospital of the Palestinian Red Crescent. It has been here for a few 
years now in order to help all Palestinians here, and especially the Fatah 
people. Fatah actually ran the hospital and gave treatment to certain people 
in particular. But at the same time, they used it as a storehouse for weapons, 
ammunition, as a gathering place for the terrorists, and so forth.... The 
shelters were full of weapons and ammunition and people were afraid to go to 
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the shelter, lest a direct hit during an air-raid might blow it up. It is true that 
Palestinian wounded were brought here, but on one instance they brought an 
Israeli soldier who was wounded.57 According to the French doctor who was 
here, the soldier was not in critical condition, for he had been only slightly 
injured in his foot and hand. When the French doctor left, he left him in very 
good condition, and his life was not in danger.... But when the command post, 
which was here, ran away, the Israeli troops arrived and found the corpse of 
the dead soldier. The Israel army debriefed the French doctor, and he insisted 
that when he left the hospital the soldier was alive. It turns out that the group 
who was occupying the hospital simply killed the wounded soldier before they 
retreated. The French doctor also said that the Israeli soldier had assured his 
captors that nothing would happen to them when the Isfaeli troops got here, 
because he would report that he had been well-treated by them. But they 
killed him, discarded his body and left. 

It is true, yes, that the government hospital was hit [by Israel], but this 
hospital is located in a very dangerous spot, right in the “Nasser Camp.” 
Almost all the Palestinian organizations have bases there: the Arab Front, 
Fatah, the Armed Struggle and what have you. They used to roam around the 
hospital, and when shelling or an air-raid began, they would rush with their 
weapons into the hospital in order to seek shelter. Then, they would shoot at 
the airplanes from the hospital. They thought they were protecting them¬ 
selves that way, but in fact they caused us and our hospital damage. 

When clashes occurred between the “National Front” and the Palestinians 
and Amal movement, they used to bring Amal’s wounded from the villages to 
Al-Hilal Hospital. Here, they [the PLO] would arrest them, and when we 
Lebanese came from the Government hospital to enquire about them, we 
were prohibited from taking them back to the hospital. They simply kid¬ 
napped those young men.... This is what I wanted to tell you; they did very bad 
things to them... 

Q : What was it? 

A : We found 11 corpses here; they were dead with their hands bound. We 
could not even identify them, because when we found them they were already 
in an advanced stage of decomposition. They were totally decomposed, they 
smelt badly and we could not stand there... 

57. Presumably during the Israeli operation in Lebanon in June 1982. 
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[Document 85]: Marcelle Fakhuri, 20, and her mother Suraya, 44, Beirut 

Marcelle was interviewed while distributing sweets to Israeli servicemen on the 

outskirts of Beirut. The interview appeared in Yediot Aharonot, 27 July 1982 

(translated from Hebrew). 

I am Catholic. I live in East Beirut. They [the PLO] slaughtered my uncle and 

his two sons. They killed him as I was looking on, they raped my best 

girlfriend and killed her husband. I am happy, now that they are punished. 

What they did to us could not be worse.... They simply took them to the 
nearby valley and opened automatic fire on them. They knew that we hated 

them, therefore they harassed us. 

About a year ago they arrested my uncle, he was 45, the brother of my mother, 

Suraya. They simply cut his throat with a knife and he agonized for a few days 

before he died. Then they tied my girlfriend and her husband. They cut his flesh 
with their knives and they raped my friend. That was not the first or only time 

they did that. Many other women were raped and they ran away from this 

area... 

When I came home, I saw my friend beaten and crying, and her husband had 

been mutilated. They behaved with us like animals and I hate them for that.... I 

joined the Christian forces and I served with them for a while. But when the 

Israeli army came in, my mother and I returned to our home.... Now I am 

happy because somebody is taking revenge for the spilled blood of my 

family....To this day I have turned down all propositions to marry because I 

hated to see another man of my family murdered. Now, when peace comes, 

I’ll be able to marry, finally. I have decided not to marry as long as there is no 

peace. 

[Document 86]: John Nasser, 49, a Maronite priest, Ayshiyeh village 

Interview appeared in Ma’ariv, 14 July 1982 (translated from Hebrew). 

I want to shout out to the whole world that the comparison should be made 

between Nazi crimes and the deeds of that bloodthirsty animal band, that vile 

organization they call the PLO. 

On 19 October 1976, a thousand armed terrorists attacked our village in 

force. They burst into the houses and dragged out the villagers — 100 families 

in all, men, women, and children, old and young alike. The majority they 
locked in the village church, while some 65 of our brothers and sisters were 
still outside. We heard shots, burst after burst of gunfire. Panic seized those of 

us imprisoned in the church, but we could do nothing because armed terror- 
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ists stood over us, threatening to shoot us down without mercy. For two days 

the villagers were held prisoner in the church. When the doors were finally 

opened, the atrocity was revealed; 65 bodies of men, women and children 

were lying in a pool of dried blood. Amongst them my brother Ibrahim, my 

niece and nephew, my brother-in-law Joseph and 15 other relatives.... For 

many hours cries of grief filled the air. Then convoys of trucks came into the 

village; the terrorists emptied the houses of their contents, nothing was left. 

The villagers of Ayshiyeh buried their dead, and went in the clothes they were 

wearing to take refuge in other villages, near and far. Ayshiyeh is my Ora- 

dour.58 Our beloved unhappy Lebanon is full of Oradours. It must be told. The 

world must know. I am prepared to fulfil my sacred duty to our slaughtered 
brothers, to face the cameras and tell it all. 

[Document 87]: Mahmoud al-Masri, Shiite religious leader, Ansar 

In 1980, Sheikh al-Masri led civilians who resisted the entry of the terrorists into 

his village. In a forceful sermon, he announced that it was the moral and religious 

duty of Muslims to oppose the terrorists, who had imposed a rule of terror on 
many towns and villages. The interview appeared in Ma’ariv, 14 July 1982 
(translated from Hebrew). 

[I said in my sermon] that they abuse and humiliate our brethren, rape our 

wives and daughters, loot our property. We will not let them in here.... We set 

up two roadblocks at the gates of the village and armed friends were posted 

there. Under cover of the night, the terrorists stormed Ansar in force. They 

subjected the village to heavy fire in order to teach its inhabitants a lesson. 

They then turned first to my house, burst in, tied me and my wife up; after 

they raped my daughter before our eyes, they shot her, leaving her naked 
body with the breasts cut off on the threshold of the house. 

[Document 88]: A town leader, Nabatiye 

The official who recorded this testimony noted in the margin that the witness was 

frequently overcome with tears. Interview appeared in Ma’ariv, 14 July 1982 
(translated from Hebrew). 

A gang of about 10 young terrorists, all heavily armed, burst into my house. 

They tied me up together with my sons. Then, they seized my wife and 
daughters, and raped them in front of me and my sons. 

58. A French village where 600 civilians were murdered by the retreating Nazis in June 1944. 
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[Document 89]: Imam Sayid-a-Din Badr from the village of Haruf 

Interview appeared in Ma’ariv, 14 July 1982 (translated from Hebrew). 

The terrorists tried to force me to give a sermon in praise of the PLO. I 

refused. On my return home from prayer, my young son was missing. Some 

days later, the boy’s mutilated body was brought to me by a shepherd who 

had found it in the field.59 

[Document 90]: Salah Safro, 65, Mukhtar of Burj-Bahal, a village near Tyre 

Interview appeared in Ma’ariv, 14 July 1982. 

Hundreds of terrorists are still hiding like mice in their holes and that is why 

the mayor [of Sidon] is afraid to tell the truth.... Let the mayor come to me, 

I’ll be delighted to talk frankly to him.... It is fear itself which has brought the 

national tragedy of Lebanon. 

Burj-Bahal is the only village in the whole district which the terrorists did not 

take over. The 400 villagers collected money, bought a cannon and rifles. We 

placed the cannon in the village square in a position left to us by the Israeli 

army during the Litani Operation. We divided the rifles between the men and 

women of the village. When the terrorists saw that they were faced with armed 
opposition, they went away. For seven years the terrorists stayed away from 

Burj-Bahal. On the first day of Operation Peace for Galilee, they burst in, 

entrenched themselves on the rooftops and shot into the air, trying to draw 

Israeli fire onto the village to destroy it and thus take revenge on us. But the 

Israeli pilots are smart, they dropped one bomb only on Burj-Bahal, destroy¬ 

ing our cannon with a direct hit... 

The terrorists are just like Nazis. On a business trip to Sidon, one day, I heard 

of a man condemned by their courts for collaboration with Israel. A search of 

the man’s house had turned up shekel banknotes and a pair of Israeli-made 

shoes. In order that the case should serve as a warning, it was decided to stage 

his execution in public, in the central square of the city. The prisoner’s arms 

and legs were chained to the bumpers of four cars. At an agreed signal, a pistol 

fired by a Fatah officer, the four cars took off, two forward and two 

59. The murder and mutilation of the Imam’s son caused such a furor throughout the area that Yasser 

Arafat himself had to come to Haruf. On his orders, thousands of residents were brought to the 

reception in the village square. As a dramatic gesture to the crowd, Arafat gave his personal revolver 

to the eldest brother of the murdered boy, saying, “Take my gun and go revenge your brother’s blood, 

shed by the Zionists.” 
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backwards, simultaneously tearing the four limbs off the condemned man. 

While the body was still in its death throes, the four cars dragged it around the 

square, parading it before the crowd of shuddering citizens.60 

For seven years we lived a living death — and the world did not know. We 

came back to life when you Israelis came in and rid us of the terrorists. 

[Document 91]: Ahmed Hassan, the village of Dawir 

The witness had not yet recovered from his wounds as he related his story; the 

interview was published in Ma’ariv, 14 July 1982 (translated from Hebrew). 

Two terrorists who had been living in our house gathered up their belongings 
in a panic [upon the arrival of the Israelis] but before they left, they turned on 

the threshold; one of them, known as Abu-Salah, a boy of about 20, said we 

would not be privileged to greet the Zionist soldiers. With that, he trained his 

Kalashnikov on us. I thrust my wife against the wall and threw myself on my 

two daughters. The terrorist fired, wounding me in the arm and leg.61 

[Document 92]: Sa‘ad Milhem, 78, Ein Hilwe 

Milhem’s home was destroyed during the fighting; the interview appeared in 
Ma’ariv, 14 July 1982 (translated from Hebrew). 

They barricaded themselves in the mosque, from where they were shooting. 

We were about 50 persons, old people and mothers with children. When the 

Israeli soldiers were nearby, two terrorists came up. One was called Abu 
Namir; he lived near me. They told us to get up and go outside and threatened 

that if we didn’t go out towards the soldiers, they would kill us in the mosque. 

Some 50 women, children and old people set out, with the terrorists shooting 

from the rear towards the oncoming Israeli forces.... We fell to the ground. 

The terrorists yelled at us to get up and started to shoot at us. Many were 

killed or wounded. But by then, the Israeli soldiers had taken the mosque and 
so I stayed alive. 

60. The incident has been verified by residents of Sidon. One of them said, “People fainted in that square, 

but no newspaper wrote about what happened; the world did not hear of it.” An Israeli soldier who 

fell into PLO hands suffered the same fate, according to an American television report. 

61. Many other victims reported that they had been shot by terrorists, who had lived in their homes, as 
soon as the Israelis arrived. 
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[Document 93]: Dr. Ghassan Hamud 

The witness owns and directs the Hamud Hospital, the largest and most modern 
of Sidon’s 11 hospitals. The interview appeared in Ma’ariv, 14 July 1982, and 

Ha’aretz, 27 July 1982 (translated from Hebrew). 

Many parents brought their daughters, some of them no more than children, 

for a virginity check. In many cases it became clear that the girl had been 

raped and impregnated. I knew that many parents sought out midwives in the 

camps to carry out abortions...62 

I cannot confirm that this disgusting and criminal behaviour was ever brought 

to my attention.63 But anything is possible, and likely, when speaking of the 

Palestinian revolution, the dirtiest, richest, most corrupt and most brutal 

revolution in the history of nations.... Every junior officer drives the city 

streets in a new Mercedes, armed with a sub-machine gun, or in an expensive 

Rangerover “Safari” car, from which peeps the barrel of a machine gun... 

They always presented themselves as national heroes, and boasted how they 

had spilt their blood in battle against the Zionist enemy, in the holy Arab 
cause of the liberation of Palestine. But the truth is that more than 90 percent 

of their injuries were incurred during in-fighting between the various factions. 

These are freedom-fighters? These are animals! 

The terrorists would arrive at the hospital in a long convoy of cars. They 

would start behaving badly in the parking lot, forcing us to remove our cars to 

make way for them. Once my brother, an engineer who serves as the hospital 

administrator, refused to move his car and they simply rode over it with a 

heavy military vehicle and crushed it.... The PLO patients and their escorts 

spread terror throughout the hospital. A sick or wounded terrorist kept his 

arms beside him. Whenever he wanted to call a medical attendant to his 

bedside he would shoot at the ceiling.64 

62. There is an increasing amount of evidence about an abortion industry in the refugee camps. These 

abortions were often fatal, due to primitive methods and unsanitary conditions. 

63. The story to which Dr. Hamud refers says that whenever the PLO’s supply of blood ran low, blood 

would be pumped from the other patients for the use of the terrorists. Eyewitnesses spoke of dead 

bodies found drained of blood. The staff of the government hospital in Sidon has called for an 

international inquiry committee to investigate PLO “crimes against humanity.” 

64. Other staff members at the hospital confirmed that since their institution was the best and most 

prestigious in Sidon, it was popular with PLO officers, who would force the management to admit 

them through violence and armed threats. Whenever they brought in one of their wounded, they 

would compel the medical staff to abandon other patients in mid-treatment to attend to their men. 
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[Document 94]: Khalil Shamraya, 30, Sidon 

The witness owns a chain of clothing stores; the interview appeared in Ma’ariv, 

14 July 1982 (translated from Hebrew). 

About one month before the Israeli entry into southern Lebanon, the two 

sides, civilians and PLO, sensed that Israel had reached the limits of its 

endurance.... For the first time since the terrorists took over, the civilian 

population raised its head. We were convinced that you were about to attack 

and people were even betting on the exact day of your arrival. We knew that if 

we didn’t drive the terrorists out of our civilian areas and banish them to the 

refugee camps, they would turn all Sidon into a battlefield. A delegation of 

residents dared to present itself to the PLO at Ein Hilwe, and demanded the 

removal of the command post and arsenals to the camps. The terrorists 
responded with more terror. They rampaged through the town, shooting and 

beating on all sides and spreading threats of death... 

Our faith that the Israelis would come gave confidence to the town’s people. 

A commercial strike was announced. The merchants closed up their shops 

and the civilian population closeted itself at home. The terrorist response was 

not long in coming. They set fire to the main business street.... But now, never 

mind; it is not the first time that our property has gone up in flames; perhaps 
though, it will be the last. 

Among the abuses of the PLO terrorists in the commercial centre over the 

years, there were break-ins, collection of protection money, daily acts of 

robbery and plunder. Terrorists would come to the store, dress themselves 

from head to toe, take whatever caught their fancy and depart after firing a 

rain of bullets into the shop or breaking the display window.... During the 
early years of terror, a few shopkeepers dared to resist. Then, two of them 

were kidnapped from their homes, tried as “enemies of the Palestinian 
revolution,” executed and their bodies thrown into the sea. In other cases, 

booby-trapped cars exploded near the stores of the people concerned. Resist¬ 

ance quickly dwindled. You ask where the police were? Don’t you know that 

the courts were not functioning, that there was no police force and that no one 

had any right to try a Palestinian for anything? A Lebanese, if he was smart, 

never complained to anyone. If he was stupid, he went to the PLO’s security 

police. Soldiers of the Lebanese Army were afraid to leave their bases in 

uniform because at the first checkpoint — whether manned by followers of 

Jibril, Hawatmeh, Habash, or Fatah — they would be killed. Don’t you know 

that Arafat’s gangs simply eliminated the rule of law and allowed sheer 
anarchy to reign? 
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[Document 95]: A police officer, Sidon 

The interview appeared in Ma’ariv, 14 July 1982 (translated from Hebrew). 

The Lebanese police was forced to enter into humiliating negotiations with 

the PLO and accept its ultimatums; the Lebanese police would limit itself to 

directing traffic and conducting “social” investigations of family disputes and 

neighbourhood strife.... They called us the “social police” and took upon 

themselves what they called “strategic security functions and political secur¬ 

ity.” They disarmed us and forbade us to make arrests. They set up a police 

force of their own [Al-Amm a-Sha’bi] and equipped it with vehicles and 
equipment confiscated from us. The terrorist organizations divided the city 

into four police districts. The police ceased to function. The law courts were 
closed. Gangs of armed ruffians terrorized the population of southern 

Lebanon by humiliation, oppression, abuse, degradation, rape and murder. 

Our men were kidnapped and imprisoned at Qaishqatini. There, they were 

tortured and murdered.65 

[Document 96]: Dr. Labib abu-Dahr, Sidon 

Dr. Labib owns the ultra-modern Labib hospital in Sidon. He studied at the 

medical school of the American University in Beirut, and worked as a surgery 

intern in New York City before opening his hospital in 1974. He belongs to a 

prominent Sidon family. The interview appeared in Ha’aretz, 16 July 1982 

(translated from Hebrew). 

I used to be blacklisted by the PLO. They wanted to blow up my facility and I 
had to hire armed men to watch the building and bodyguards for myself... 

They had positioned two anti-aircraft guns right next to the building, one of 
them among the trees in the garden, the other near the eastern fence of the 

hospital. They are crazy. I asked them, “What do you want, that the Israelis 

destroy my hospital with their bombs?” They laughed like mad. Do you know 

why they positioned their guns near the hospital? Exactly for the same reason 

that they positioned their cannons near clinics, schools, churches and 

mosques. You call that “liberation fighters?” They are sheer criminals! They 

turned Sidon into their dominion and we, the local population, were exposed 

to their whims. You did well when you expelled them from the city; now you 

ought to evict them from the entire country. I hope that you Israelis will do it. 

65. Another policeman, Hassan Samieh Jabar, said that he had been kidnapped by an armed gang of 

terrorists back in mid-1981, imprisoned and tortured. He rolled up his sleeves and showed arms full of 

burn marks. He said that the terrorists had used his body as an ashtray, even extinguishing cigarettes 

on his genitals. 
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[Document 97]: Majida, a Palestinian refugee, Ein Hilwe 

Interview appeared in Ha’aretz, 28 July 1982 (translated from Hebrew). 

Almost all the men in the camp were members of one PLO organization or 

another. Almost all families made their livelihood from their association with 

the organizations, which paid salaries to us. But my husband has never killed 

anyone, he never left the camp, he always trained. The commanders are 

responsible for my personal disaster. I asked my husband to run away with 

our baby [when hostilities began], and my husband was prepared to go. But 
the commanders said that whoever tried to run away would be shot. May 

Allah curse all Arab countries: Jordan, Syria and Egypt! What did they do for 

the revolution? Nothing. Allah will yet punish them all. 

[Document 98]: ‘Abbas al-Haf, 55, a Palestinian refugee, Ein Hilwe 

Interview appeared in Ha’aretz, 28 July 1982 (translated from Hebrew). 

I was not arrested [by the Israelis] because everyone knows that I am not a 

terrorist. I cannot be a terrorist because I am old and sick.... When I came here 

in 1948, there were much fewer people, only 10,000, and we were better off. We 

had some housing and UNRWA provided us with food stuffs. 

In 1970, the situation got worse, when new refugees came in from Jordan, 

where they were expelled by King Hussein in Black September. But the 

situation became still worse in 1976, and in March 1978, when new refugee 

waves came in — those who had run away from the Phalangists, the Israeli 
army and Major Haddad’s militias. 

This past year there were some 50,000 people in the camp. We had electricity 

and water but no sewer system. Can you imagine a camp of 10,000 housing 

50,000? Besides our tough living conditions, the PLO made life impossibe for 

us. Young Palestinians, who had migrated to oil-rich countries and sent 

money to their families, were arrested when they came to visit and were forced 

to join the PLO. University students, too, were compelled to join the organiza¬ 
tions for at least a year. 

We had a vocational school in the camp where we could learn carpentry, 
mechanics and electricity, but a year ago the PLO appointed a new director to 

the school, Dr. Mehsen. At the end of the school year, he refused to deliver 

diplomas to the students unless each graduate joined the PLO and fought for 

at least one year. Thus, about 800 of our students gave themselves up to the 
Israelis. They said the truth; they said they wanted their diplomas. 
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While the condition of the refugees was terrible, the PLO chiefs led quite a 

good life. Every week you could see them driving better and more modern 

cars which they had stolen. The Arab countries have allocated millions of 

dollars over the past 34 years to the Palestinians, but they did not use that 

money to build a sewer system in Ein Hilwe. The leaders spent the money in 

luxurious hotels in Paris. 

This camp did not have to be destroyed, it could have remained intact. 

Leaflets were dropped from Israeli planes urging us to leave the camp, but the 

PLO would let no one go. My neighbour, Salem, tried to escape, but they shot 

him in the back and tied him to a pole until he died. In the camp some 300 

people were killed. Who is to blame for their death? Please write: only the 

PLO who blocked their escape. Now there are again some 10,000 people left 

in the camp. Many PLO members are either under Israeli custody or ran away 

to Shtura and the Beqa‘a. The women and children now live in schools, stores 

or just outdoors. 

I have forgotten my anger against the Jews who caused me to leave my home 

in 1948.1 have come to be reconciled with that development and I rebuilt my 

life at Ein Hilwe. Now my life has again been destroyed and I am no longer 
young or healthy. My hatred for the PLO by far surpasses the hatred I once 

felt towards the Jews. You can write in your newspaper in England.66 every¬ 

thing I told you. You can write my name: Abbas al-Haj. Please write that the 

PLO has inflicted on the Palestinians their greatest disaster. Please write that 

the Israelis have thrown bombs on our houses and destroyed them. But 

houses can be rebuilt. The PLO has ruined our souls and our future, and those 

cannot be restored. 

66. The Israeli journalist had to pass as a British correspondent in order to enter the camp; his Arab 

companions warned that they could not guarantee his safety otherwise. 
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[Document 99]: Salah Mari Khalil, 13, and Burhan Ahmed, 12, Nabatiye 

On the day of the interview, the Red Cross was making arrangements to send the 

boys back to their parents in Syria. The interview appeared in Newsview (Tel 

Aviv), 6 July 1982. 

We are Palestinians who lived, until six weeks ago, in a camp near Damascus. 

On our way to school we were intercepted by PLO people who told us that 

they would take us for a trip to Lebanon. We were not allowed to tell our 

parents or even say goodbye, and a day later we were in Nabatiye in a PLO 

training camp for children, who were trained in the use of the Russian 

Kalashnikov assault rifles. When the training was over, we were assigned to 

“active military duty,” our parents still unaware of our fate. When the Zionist 

forces approached, we were manning a roadblock. Mar‘i was injured in the 

arm by an Israeli bullet; we sought refuge in a cave. Our PLO mentors 

escaped and we remained until the shooting was over. We decided to surface, 
because Mar‘i’s arm was so painful and he was losing a lot of blood. 

An Israeli army doctor patched the wounded arm after removing the bullet. 

Then the army took us over and provided us with a roof, clothing and food. 
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[Documents 100-112]: Comments and Topical Reports 

[Document 100]: Dr. Khalil Turbiya, Beirut 

Dr. Turbiya is one of the most renowned surgeons in Lebanon, and owns a private 

hospital. He visited Israel as a guest of the Israeli Committee for Aid to 

Lebanon. The interview was broadcast on Israel Television on 22 July 1982. 

The chaos and destruction inflicted upon Lebanon is not our concern alone. 
It matters to the entire world. Lebanon is a major point in world history, and 

now a turning point in world thinking. I am not inclined to just answer 

questions, so let me talk from the top of my head, as this is the first meeting 

between us. Any improvisation on my part would be much more spontaneous 

and would directly emanate from the heart. I am going to make use at the 

same time of my heart, my conscience and my thinking...67 

We would like to strive so that what happened in Lebanon will never occur 
again here or anywhere else, for no country in the world is likely to bear what 

we had to. Those who said there was a civil war between Muslims and 
Christians distorted the issue. We cannot renounce any one of our Lebanese 

citizens — exactly as we cannot renounce one inch of our territory — 

regardless of whether he is a Druze, a Muslim or a Shi‘ite.68 Muslims Shi‘ites 

and Druze are dearer to me than the Christians, although I am a Christian 
believer and so is my son, but we are all Lebanese brethren and we love our 

country. Unfortunately, we incurred very difficult situations that could have 

decimated any other country. We were subjected to fear and to horrible acts 

of terror, which perhaps I could tell in detail later... 

We want Lebanon’s image in the world to be one of the civilization that 

contributed the first alphabet to humanity and whence the first ship sailed to 

the open sea.... But in recent years, our image was tarnished and we were 

turned into murderers and criminals in the process of defending our country 

against those who have burst into it... 

As to the Palestinian organizations, I would like to refer to them on a personal 

level, because I’m a common man who has nothing to do with politics. All my 

life I have striven to contribute from what I learned in the US [medicine] and 

all I wanted was to serve my country.... When the Palestinians left Palestine, 

we hosted them very kindly in our houses and I personally treated them in the 

hospital. 

67. Here, as elsewhere, passages lauding Israel were deleted due to their irrelevance to our subject matter. 

68. Shi‘ites are certainly Muslims, too, but in Lebanon, the term “Muslim” usually refers to the Sunni, 

while the Shi'ites, also called Mutawalis, are perceived as a separate community. 
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I treated them with all due respect, exactly like all the rest. At Tel al-Za‘tar69 

we had some family property and I went to inspect it. I found there three 

armed people who immediately pointed their Kalashnikovs at me and said 

that I could not enter. I asked: Why can’t they let me enter my land? They said 

that they decided to confiscate it for their benefit. I said to them, “If your goal 

is to recuperate your lost land [Palestine], then why do you confiscate the 

lands of others? Where is the logic? You only stand to lose if you behave that 

way. Everyone must retrieve his rights by moral and scientific methods. Look 

at the Israelis: they waited 2,000 years before they could return to their land 

and they used their best scientific brains to achieve that. They accomplished 
what they wanted in a scientific and honest fashion.” 

The apparent splits among the Lebanese are in fact non-existent. Only courage¬ 

ous Lebanese say what they think, while those who hide — we know nothing of 

their thinking, no matter whether they are Muslim, Christian, Shi‘ite or 

Druze. When they are freed of outside pressure, they have the courage to say 

what they think, exactly as I have the courage now. When they speak the 
truth, they do not attack one another... 

I am a Maronite Christian very deeply rooted in the land. For seven years I 
served in Al-Basto, which is the Sunni stronghold. I acquired many friends 

there, of whom I am very proud... I still visit them on every occasion and they 

continue to come to my house. Our household is one and we know how to 

host our guests in Lebanon.... So, we shall never leave Lebanon, we shall never 
give up one inch of it or one of its inhabitants. 

Q : What do you think about Jumblatf s charge that Sarkis and Butrus are 

traitors?70 

A : I do not want to go into political intrigues which are all related to 

competition over government seats. I reflect Lebanese truth, not Lebanese 

politics. This is precisely the politics which destroyed the country. We do not 

care what Jumblatt thinks or what Butrus and Sarkis want. Had Sarkis 

thought in the right direction our situation would have been different. I am 
saying this with regard to my president whom I respect very much. All 

successive Lebanese governments have worked for narrow-minded interests. 

Therefore, we need today a new policy to direct our country on a new basis, 
so that the civilized image of Lebanon can be restored... 

69. A PLO stronghold in Beirut taken over by the Phalangists in 1976 after a bitter and bloody battle. 

70. Walid Jumblatt is the son of the Druze leader Kamal Jumblatt, founder and head of the “Socialist 

Party” until his assassination in 1979. Elias Sarkis was president of Lebanon from 1975 to 1982. 

Fouad Butrus was foreign minister in Sarkis’ administration. 
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East Beirut and West Beirut are not a problem for the Lebanese. Only today, 

I have a letter for one of my Muslim colleagues who works in the hospital of 

the American University. The letter will get to him despite the shooting.... 

Those who shoot from the East westwards, and from the West eastwards, are 

well-known mercenaries. They have started the war and they will pursue it, 

they are paid to do it and they are not Lebanese.These people do not know 

what Lebanon is and these people would not be mourned by Lebanon. In 

every house there is a rest room; those are the rest rooms of Lebanon... They 

will end by leaving Lebanon; they have no choice and we have no room for 

them. They are besieged now.71 

And let me tell you frankly that we are grateful to Begin. We call him “Begin” 

without anv titles, because of the democratic regime in your country. We 

think he is a real man; who else could evict them [from Beirut]? 

We are a civilized people, but they expel us from our country. They are armed 

groups who inflicted much suffering upon other people. They are able to arm 

another million persons; how could we possibly evict them from our country? 

How could we live under those circumstances? I want the entire world to 

know that. Just imagine, I am a doctor and I have a hospital. Occasionally I 

have to rush to the hospital to save lives; do I have to take leave of my family, 

each time I leave, as if I would never return home? Do I have to drive alone on 

the road in a state of war and terror? 

Their terror is there to be seen by all. Why should we sacrifice our lives for it? 

What do they want to achieve? They brought in gangsters, murderers and 

other criminals from around the world, for the purpose of “retrieving Pales¬ 

tine.” Will Palestine be retrieved if Lebanon is destroyed? Will they go back 

to Palestine after they ruin Lebanon? We are duty-bound to tell the world 

that we cannot yield to the sword.The era of the sword is over: we now live in 

a new era of civilization, of know-how, technology, brains and progress. 

There is no other way. 

71. On the day of the interview the Israeli siege around PLO-held West Beirut was running into its eighth 
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[Document 101]: Interview with Bashir Jemayel 

Bashir Jemayel, 34 years old, was elected president of Lebanon on 23 August 

1982, and assassinated a few weeks later. At the time of the interview, he was the 

strongman of the Maronite Christians. The interview was broadcast by ABC 

News on 27 June 1982 and by ABC’s news program “20/20” on 9 July 1982. 

Jemayel: As far as we are concerned, we’re looking for the liberation of our 

country. We are looking that all the foreigners get out — Syrians, Palestin¬ 

ians, and Israelis, and even the UNIFIL — we don’t need any foreign armed 

presence in this country. As Lebanese, as a strong central government, as a 

strong central army, as once again the nation is reunited, we will take care of 

the security of our own country. We don’t need anybody in this country and 
Arafat should understand that. 

Interviewer: (Jemayel told me he received a telephone call last night. It was 

from his arch enemy, Yasser Arafat.) What did you and Yasser Arafat talk 
about? 

A : I told him that it’s enough. I told him that he destroyed the Lebanese 

army, he destroyed the Lebanese state, he destroyed the Syrian army, he 

destroyed to a certain extent the Syrian state. I told him that he made fun of 

the Saudis, of the Kuwaitis, of the Arabs, of the West, of everybody. It may 

work, but now he is dealing with the Israelis and this will not work. And he 

will not be able to do with the Israelis what he has been doing with the 

Lebanese army and the Syrian army. He should understand all that, and stop 

the whole zoo he is doing now in West Beirut to save more than twenty or 

thirty or 40,000 Lebanese people, who may be killed if he would continue to 

play his tricks and if he will continue to say with Habash and other people 
that Beirut will be Stalingrad. 

He may do Stalingrad in his own village, in his own country. He doesn’t have 

the right to speak and to make any Stalingrad or any other Stalingrad in West 
Beirut. This is what I told him. 

Interviewer: How was the conversation? It seemed incredible to me, knowing 
the background, that you could speak. 

A : He said that this is not the proper time to speak about all that on the 

phone. Well, but for the time being, it is not possible to meet in any case 

because you know what’s the situation and he has to take his own decisions, 

first of all, to save thousands and thousands of Lebanese from death. The 

situation in West Beirut is really awful; it’s because of the Palestinians, and 
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it’s a Palestinian responsibility, and he will have that on his conscience, in case 
he has any conscience; he will have all the responsibility for what is going on 
in West Beirut today. 

And what was going on in Lebanon for eight years, he will have sooner or 
later to pay the price for that. I even don’t know if it will not be a good idea to 
have later on a Nuremberg to put on trial all the people — Lebanese and 
foreigners — who have been responsible for what’s going on now in the 
country, and to pay the responsibility for the 100,000 Lebanese killed. After 
all, someone is responsible for all that. Who is this someone? This must be 

found. 

Interviewer: Is Israel your ally? 

A : In politics, there is nothing permanent; you don’t have permanent allies 
and permanent enemies. We are taking the maximum advantage and benefit 
of the changing of the balance of power and equilibrium of power in the 

Lebanon. 

Here, our resistance was for eight years already, and now Shlomo Argov was 
assassinated, or they tried to assassinate Shlomo Argov in London.72 The 
Israelis reacted. I didn’t ask them to come. I didn’t; I was not responsible 
for their entry here. It was done; it was not done for the advantage of the 
Lebanese, but definitely, for us, this was the only way to finish with all the 

problem. 

Interviewer: Why didn’t you join the fight? 

A: It is not my fight. I told you, the Israelis are not doing that for me. The 
Israelis don’t need me, maybe, on the ground. They have the strongest army 
in the world, or in this part of the world. They know exactly what they are 
doing and they are doing it for their own purposes. 

My aim and my goal and my target is that this country be freed. We will 
establish a new political regime for both Christians and Muslims, a new basis 
of equilibrium, equal chances, equal rights, equal opportunities for every¬ 
body, a real modern state, democratic state, liberal state, with a real demo¬ 
cracy, parliamentary system, a liberal system in economics, and for the 
private property and so on and so forth. We are going to start building up this 

72. Argov was the Israeli ambassador in London. The attempt on his life on 4 June 1982 triggered the 
Israeli reprisals against PLO positions in Lebanon, which escalated into a full-fledged Israeli incur¬ 

sion to mop up all southern Lebanon from the PLO presence. 
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new country. And our turn in these developments will be that, in due time, we 

will have the legal authority in the hands of the real people of Lebanon and we 

can start again building from the very beginning the new country. 

And when the country will be stabilized, it will be stabilization all around. 

Because the Lebanon was weak, the Syrians are here, the Israelis are here 
and the war is not over yet. I will dare to say that the war has not started yet. 

The actual war has not started. The fight for Beirut has not started yet and the 

fight in the Beqa‘a has not started yet, and I don’t know if the fire in the Beqa‘a 

will not lead to a major conflict between Israel and the Syrians. 

A weak president means a weak Lebanon; a weak Lebanon means destabili¬ 

zation for the whole area. Under President Reagan, under the new adminis¬ 

tration, I feel absolutely secure. I feel that both of us, the Americans and their 

national interests in Lebanon, and in the Middle East, are one and, in the fight 

between the major superpowers, definitely we are on the side of the Occident 

and of the West, and this has started to be understood now. 

Interviewer: Will the fighting ever stop? 

A : Definitely, it will have to stop. Definitely, we are living now the last hours 

of eight years of war. Definitely, we are starting now to think about after the 
war. 

In short, if I must figure something, I will say that we have, out of a 

population of three million inhabitants, more than 100,000 killed, more than 

300,000 wounded and almost half of the population uprooted from its 
villages and its homes and places. 

Interviewer: In eight years of fighting? 

A : In eight years of fighting. And now, a lot of people are coming back to all the 

south because the Israelis are here. Today a lot of people are coming to all the 

villages where the Israelis are entering and the situation — I’m not going to 

say that it’s becoming normal; but since then, this country is being reunited 
every day more and more. 

We always kept saying that Lebanon is easy to eat, but almost impossible to 

digest. The Syrians and the Palestinians didn’t understand that; they kept 

playing tricks in Lebanon, they kept playing with fire in Lebanon. We kept 

telling them, don’t. They never understood, and here we are. 
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Interviewer: (Until very recently, it was Jemayel who was never understood. 

When 20/20 first interviewed him a year and a half ago, he was a political 

unknown outside his own country — a man with a cause virtually no inter¬ 

national diplomat or newsperson even wanted to hear). 

A : Until now, US public opinion didn’t know that we are fighting the 
same combat and the same fight, for the same values and the same interests. 

Interviewer: As the United States? 

A : As the United States. And I think that this is why we were destroyed. 

Interviewer: A year ago, or less, American officials wouldn t even return your 

telephone calls. What have they discovered? 

A : I must say, to be fair, that when we started to be organized, the US 

started to understand us more and more. And the more united and the more 

organized we were, the more the US was giving us a more responsible ear and 

they were listening more and more to what we had to say. You are right to say 

that a few months ago they would even not return my calls; I must say that 

today it’s basically a different situation. 

[Document 102]: United Nations General Assembly speech by Lebanese UN 

Ambassador Edouard Ghorra 
Ambassador Ghorra delivered this speech on 14 October 1976. 

[The Palestinians] transformed most — if not all — of the refugee camps into 

military bastions around our major cities.... Moreover, common-law crimi¬ 

nals, fleeing from Lebanese justice, found shelter and protection in the camps.... 

Palestinian elements belonging to various splinter organizations resorted to 

kidnapping Lebanese, and sometimes foreigners, holding them prison¬ 

ers, questioning them and even sometimes killing them.... They committed all 

sorts of crimes in Lebanon, and also escaped Lebanese justice in the protection 

of the camps. They smuggled goods into Lebanon and openly sold them on 

our streets. They went so far as to demand protection money from many 

individuals and owners of buildings and factories situated in the vicinity of 

their camps. 
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[Document 103]: Speech by Syrian President Assad 

President Hafez Assad delivered this speech to the Council of District Govern¬ 

ments on 20 July 1976. He criticized PLO violence and intervention in Lebanon. 

What connection does Syria have to the events now taking place in Lebanon? 

My fellow citizens, I want you to pay close attention to this matter. There are 

people on the outside who want to infiltrate the ranks and ask: What do the 

events in Lebanon have to do with us? Why is Syria getting embroiled in the 

events in Lebanon?.... Historically, Syria and Lebanon are one country and 
one people. History teaches us that [those living in] Syria and Lebanon are 

one people, and they thus have genuine common interests involved, leading to 

genuine common security concerns and close relations between people in the 

two countries. Thousands of families in Syria have branches in Lebanon, and 

thousands of families in Lebanon have branches in Syria. Thus, as a result of 

this common history, geography and these events, about one-half million 

Syrians lived in Lebanon before the recent incidents. They worked at various 

occupations there as merchants, doctors, labourers, attorneys, and the like 

These people have returned to Syria as a result of recent events. There are now 
at least one-half million Lebanese refugees in Syria. 150,000 of our Palestin¬ 

ian brothers living in Lebanon have now come to Syria. Thus, about one 

million people have entered Syria as a result of these events. I believe we all 

can see the serious problem created by the entry of some one million people 

into a country whose population is less than nine million. 

With respect to the fighting between the PLO and the Christians, Assad said: 

I asked brother Yasser Arafat to consider how these circumstances constitute 

a danger to continued united action, and what a serious matter it is for the 

Palestinian fighters to get so basically involved in this fighting. I told him 

then, and I still say to him: I cannot understand the connection between the 

Palestinians’ fight in the heights of Mount Lebanon and the liberation of 

Palestine. Whoever wants to liberate Jounieh and Tripoli does not want to 
liberate Palestine, even if he says he does. 

This is what they told me in 1970. Remember, brothers, what was said in 

Jordan in 1970. At that time, they coined the slogan: ‘Power, all power to the 

Resistance; Power, all power to the Revolution; Palestine will be liberated 

through Amman.’ This is now happening once again in Lebanon. At that 

meeting, Yasser Arafat promised me that he would not take part in the 

fighting. He came to Lebanon in order to tell that to the others. I do not want 

to get into a lot of details here, but I do want to say that this was not 
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implemented at all. At any rate, the fighting ceased after a number of days. 

But as you remember, it stopped [only] after Dean Brown73 arrived in Beirut. 

[Document 104]: Interview with a Palestinian refugee in Lebanon 

This interview ofBasam JaberDarwishDweikat, originally from the West Bank, 

was broadcast on Israel Television on 23 July 1982 (translated from Arabic). 

I am from the village of Rujeib, 3 kilometres east of Nablus. I studied in an 

elementary school in the village, then completed high school in Al-Najah 

College in Nablus. In 1973, I got permission to leave Israel for Lebanon. I 

enrolled in the university and completed a BA degree in law. Now I am work¬ 

ing on my masters degree.74 

Every commander has to think very well whether he is helping his people or 

hurting it. People like Saddam Hussein75 or Yasser Arafat brought no benefit 

to their peoples.... They caused damage and did nothing useful.... Yasser 

Arafat was actually cheated, if I can say that. All the Arab countries cheated 

him, as did many other countries. Arafat would not have started a war against 

Israel if he knew that he relied only upon his PLO fighters. He would not have 

started a war where Syria sits by and does nothing, while at the same time 

alleging — I insist, “alleging” — that its presence in Lebanon is aimed at 

defending the Palestinian revolution. But in fact this is not true. Syria beat the 

Palestinians once before,76 but now she beat them even more seriously. 
Therefore, Arafat was bound to lose. He lost because he counted on people 

that he should not have counted on. I would have preferred if he had rather 

relied on Sadat. That was better than relying on Hafez al-Assad. I am 
responsible for what I am saying, for Sadat neither promised nor delivered, 

but Assad promised and never delivered. Even the UN has promised much to 

the Palestinians, but delivered nothing. If they [the PLO] had learned some¬ 

thing from the lesson of Jordan,77 then what is happening today in Lebanon 
could have been avoided.... Our proverb says that “the believer does not fall 

twice in the same trap.” 

They behaved in Lebanon exactly the same way they had in Jordan. This only 

proves that their conduct has become second nature to them. Therefore, I am 

saying that this could happen in any Arab country. Finally, I would like to say 

73. A U.S. State Department trouble-shooting official appointed by President Ford. 

74. Basam was employed by the PLO as a judge in one of its “popular courts. 

75. The president of Iraq. 
76. In 1976, Syria attacked the Palestinians in Lebanon before turning against the Christians. 

77. He is referring to “Black September” in 1970, when the PLO was expelled from Jordan after trying to 

take over the country. 
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a word to my comrades in Lebanon: one must remain a human being before 

anything else. One must not forget his human nature. The Lebanese people 
have incurred a lot of suffering from us. They have made a great sacrifice for 

us and they suffered a great deal. We must now take the initiative and alleviate 

this burden from them by removing our evil-doing away from them. If there 

are still armed fighters around, I beg them to lay down their weapons and 

leave Lebanon so that it can live in security. They are good people and they 

deserve to live securely. 

[Document 105]: Christian journalist reports from Lebanon 

French author Frangois Cellier wrote this report after visiting Lebanon with a 

delegation of Christian journalists and writers, from 29 June to 1 July 1982 

(translated from French). 

Our delegation was made up of 44 people: about a dozen international 

representatives (including myself representing France), plus representatives 

of the major American Christian television stations, radio channels and 

newspapers; an American congressman; and two soldiers who escorted us. 
The purpose of our mission to Lebanon was to ascertain the facts, and to hear 

the point of view of Lebanese Christian political and military leaders. 

We left Jerusalem on 29 June, and our first stop was Kibbutz Ayelet Hasha- 

har, near Metulla. Late in the afternoon, we visited the famous castle of 

Beaufort. It is a ruined fortress, perched high in the hills, dominating the 

Galilee and the valleys of Lebanon. The fighting there was very intense, as this 

citadel crammed with cannons and machine-guns seemed impregnable, and 
yet it fell to Zahal — the Israel Defence Forces! 

That evening we had a press conference with Major Sa‘ad Haddad, com¬ 

mander of the Free Lebanon Forces. He is a friendly and brave man and a 

sincere Christian. He reaffirmed his feelings of friendship and gratitude 

towards Israel; he is a true precursor of an Israeli-Lebanese peace. We spoke 

to the people under his protection: Lebanese Christians and Arab refugees. 

They told us how glad they were to be rid of PLO oppression. 

We now returned to our kibbutz. At five o-clock in the morning we set out for 

Beirut, visiting Qlei‘a, Marj‘ayun, Nabatiye, Damour and Sidon. The ruins 

and bullet-ridden or gutted houses and buildings testified to the intensity of 

the fighting that had taken place. The people we met on the way expressed 

their relief at having been liberated. At Damour, a man told us that he had 

spent ten days in a refrigerator in order to elude detection and save his life. 

Everywhere we saw the PLO’s propaganda posters, and we realized how great 
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a psychological influence it must have had. At Sidon, there was a great deal of 

damage, but we also saw the Lebanese population making a spectacular 

return to life, and resuming their commercial activities in front of gutted shop 

facades. 

From the outlying hills around Beirut we observed the airport, a strategic 

point of combat. Mingled among columns of tanks and trucks of the Israeli 

army and the Lebanese Defence Forces, we arrived in the outskirts of the 

capital. Despite all the dust and noise and military activity, we did not feel 

aware of any warlike tension. It was as if everything was finished.... We visited 

various quarters of Beirut under Lebanese escort (our Israeli escort had 
passed us on to them) and we were then taken to the Monastery of St. 

Nicholas (Anamun Kesruan), where we spent the night. 

Before beginning the series of press conferences with Christian leaders, we 

visited the area bordering the PLO enclave in West Beirut. The Lebanese 

soldiers took us to the top of a damaged building, where we quietly observed 

their fortified area. Throughout this visit we heard only one or two gunshots. 

Everything was calm, but there was a strong atmosphere of tension. The few 

Lebanese who still lived in this area, near to the PLO, told us how much they 

had suffered and how happy they now were, but also expressed their regret at 

not being completely liberated from the PLO presence. One of them even told 

me that he would even have preferred another hundred or two hundred 

civilians having been made victims in a final assault, providing the PLO was 

destroyed, so much had they suffered from them... 

Late in the afternoon we met Mr. Pierre Jemayel, head of the Kataeb 

Democratic Party, at Saifi. The press conference took place, after the Lebanese 

joined our delegation, in an atmosphere of solemnity, owing to the lordly 

demeanour of this old political leader. 

The main point to emerge from this conference — when divorced from the 

political form of expression — was that Pierre Jemayel acknowledged that 

Israel, for its own reasons, had put an end to a desperate situation, permitting 
Lebanon to regain its sovereignty. Mr. Pierre Jemayel did not hesitate to 

denounce the hypocrisy of the Western states who, for seven years, had allowed 

disaster to overtake his country without raising a finger. Only Israel had done 

anything. 

We next visited the home of President Camille Chamoun, head of the Leba¬ 

nese Front and the National Liberal Party, in Ashrafieh. He received us 
cordially and I began the discussion by asking his opinion about a prophecy 
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of Isaiah concerning Lebanon, a text more than two thousand seven hundred 
years old: 

Is it not yet a very little while, and Lebanon shall be turned into a fruitful field, 

and the fruitful field shall be esteemed as a forest? 

And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the blind 
shall see out of obscurity, and out of darkness. 

The meek also shall increase their joy in the Lord, and the poor among men shall 
rejoice in the Holy One of Israel. 

For the terrible one is brought to nought, and the scorner is consumed, and all 
that watch for iniquity are cut off. 

(Isaiah XIX, 17-20) 

When I read it aloud, he said he knew this passage and recognized its 

providential present-day significance.... It is a text which bears a hope of 

liberation for his country with the aid of Israel. 

After this press conference, we visited the headquarters of Mr. Bashir 

Jemayel, head of the Lebanese Resistance Forces. He is likely to become the 

future strongman of the country, for he seems determined to realize his 

patriotic ambitions. He honestly admitted that the action of the Israel 

Defence Forces has permitted a solution to the Lebanese problem, and 

expressed his gratitude. He thought that one day a process of normalization 
could take place between the two countries. 

In the evening, a picturesque supper was prepared for us by Father Boulos 

Naaman, head of the Maronite community in Lebanon and the Middle East. 

The press conference here had a markedly Christian character, for we were 

able to pray with him and his monks for peace in Lebanon, and we sang hymns 

with them. Two of our delegates, famous singers — Merv and Merla Watson 

— displayed their talents at the end of the meal, and then a group of monks 

astonished us with Aramaic chants more than two thousand years old, the 

very ones Jesus and his disciples must have sung.... Father Boulos Naaman 

gave us an objective historical account of the development of the situation. 

He told us that, that very morning, he had officiated at the burial of the 

eleventh of his priests to be slaughtered (this one was killed by the Druze). All 

the priests were elderly men, all had attempted to carry out a mediation effort 

between the opposing factions, and their Christian ministry of conciliation 

had cost them their lives. Boulos Naaman declared himself most favourable 
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to the Israeli intervention, but he regretted that it had not pushed back the 

Syrian army beyond the Lebanese borders instead of concentrating its atten¬ 

tion on the PLO abscess in West Beirut. 

After two or three hours rest on camp beds in the cells of these hospitable 

monks, we left Beirut on our return journey, passing through Sidon, where we 

again talked to Arab and Christian civilians and even to some Arab children 

aged twelve to fifteen, who by force or persuasion had been drafted into the 

ranks of the PLO. Again, we were reminded that women and children had 

served as hostages or as a shield for PLO gunmen firing at Israeli soldiers. As 

the Israelis were unable to fire back, they lost many lives due to this stratagem. 

Then our bus broke down! We had to disperse ourselves throughout the 

length of the Israeli military convoy which stretched for kilometres. With our 

baggage and cameras, we jumped into trucks or half-track vehicles, in an 

attempt to reach Haifa airport to catch our Arkia airplane, which was waiting 

to take us to Jerusalem, where, at 6 p.m., we were to have a press conference 

with Prime Minister Menahem Begin. Only a small group of us succeeded in 

reaching the Knesset in time for an excellent TV interview with the prime 

minister. For my part, I arrived just in time for a reception which had been 

arranged at the headquarters of the International Christian Embassy. 

Next morning, I was present at the conclusion of the press conference given by 
M. Gutmann, Secretary-General of the French Foreign Ministry, M. Delaye, 

adviser to Minister Claude Cheysson, and Israeli Foreign Minister Yitzhak 

Shamir. I was able to give M. Gutmann a brief account of my impressions of 

Beirut. At this point M. Bonnefous, the French ambassador in Israel, broke in, 
telling M. Gutmann, “Pay no attention to them. The Christian Embassy isn’t 

credible: they are not to be taken seriously.” In other words, we are regarded 

as pro-Israeli! 

This, unfortunately, is the attitude which prevails amongst French officials.... 

It’s a pity, for President Mitterand was not ashamed to declare himself the 

friend of Israel. Moreover, Mr. Begin is well-disposed towards us, as well as 

Major Haddad, and as for Messrs. Camille Chamoun, Pierre and Bashir 

Jemayel and Father Boulos Naaman, they all related to us seriously, aware of 

our credibility both in the present and with regard to the future. We believe 

that our mission, which will be relayed to more than 50 million television 

viewers and readers of the international press, will have a genuine impact, and 

that the road of peace which we have travelled from Jerusalem to Beirut will 

remain open. This is what both the Israeli and the Lebanese peoples and their 
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leaders want. One day our Western officials will have to acknowledge that if 

the Israeli intervention served Israel’s interests, it also served the interests of 

the Lebanese people whom it freed from the PLO, and also the interests of the 

nations of the free world, where the cancer of terrorism was developing to the 

point of becoming a fatal and incurable affliction. 

In conclusion of this chronological account of our “Cedars of Lebanon’’ 

operation, here is the substance of the opinions expressed by the Christian 

leaders: 

The attention of the world community has been focused on the situation of 

the PLO and not on the desperate situation of the Lebanese people — 

Christians, Druze and Muslims. 

The activities of the PLO in Lebanon have ruined the Lebanese people and 

state without anything having been gained for the Palestinian people. 

Lebanon’s problems cannot be solved until the foreign forces have left 
Lebanon. 

The vast scale of the PLO’s military preparations is inexplicable, unless the 

PLO was preparing for a major offensive against Israel, which was thwarted 
by the Israeli intervention. 

The PLO military buildup in Lebanon, which included Soviet arms, was on 

an enormous scale. It was probably intended for a major operation, master¬ 
minded by the Soviets. 

The figures given for the destruction and casualties caused by the Israel 
Defence Forces have been grossly exaggerated. 

It is clear that the PLO centres in Lebanon provided the instruction, logistics 

and equipment for numerous terrorist organizations, including the Red 

Brigades in Italy, the Bader-Meinhof and Neo-Nazis in Germany, the ETA 

Basque separatists in Spain and many other organizations. The Peace for 

Galilee operation of the Israel Defence Forces has finally destroyed the 

headquarters of terrorism and international subversion. 

At the present time (2 July 1982), the Europeans ought to preserve a vigilant 

neutrality in order not to complicate a typically Oriental situation — i.e. one 

that is infinitely complex and impenetrable to Western logic. Those most 

competent to solve the problems of the Middle East are always the Jews and 
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the Arabs themselves... with the intelligent mediation of the United States, 
within the framework of the Camp David Accords, which have already pro¬ 

duced the precedent of the Israel-Egyptian peace treaty. 

[Document 106]: Nabatiye workshop for booby-traps 

The IDF spokesman issued the following report on 27 June 1982. 

A workshop in which PLO terrorists had produced a variety of booby-traps 

was discovered by the Israel Defence Forces (IDF) in the southern Febanese 

town of Nabatiye. Many of the devices found in the workshop were com¬ 

mon, everyday objects in which explosives had been concealed. They were 

made in such a way that ordinary manipulation of the object would set off the 

concealed explosive. 

Two major types of sophisticated booby-traps were discovered: 

* Devices implanted in various weapons, including mines, rifle magazine 

clips, high-explosive bricks and other military hardware; 

* Devices implanted in common objects, such as cigarette packages, house¬ 

hold electric-connection boxes and cans of food. 

The PLO terrorists also frequently disguised their sabotage and other des¬ 

tructive weapons. For example, road mines were camouflaged to look like 

clumps of earth. 

Following are some of the booby-traps found spread over the battlefield area 

and explanations of how they operate: 

1. Disguised anti-personnel mines: 

Anti-personnel mines, type 3-PMA (made in Yugoslavia) and M-59 

(made in France), were disguised by PLO terrorists to look like clumps of 
earth. These mines were non-symmetrically shaped and painted a brown 

earth-colour. 

The purpose of disguising these weapons was: 

* To make it almost impossible to detect and discover the mines simply 

by looking at them; 
* To facilitate the planting of the mines over large areas without having 

to dig in the ground; 
* To increase the effective radius of damage by the addition of an 

outside cover made of material that splinters. 



268 PLO IN LEBANON 

2. Booby-traps activated by movement (example: a surgical syringe): 

The mechanism contains the body of a regular medical syringe into which 

an iron ball was inserted. The upper part of the syringe is covered by a 

rubber seal containing the uncovered end of two insulated electrical 

wires. The device is connected to an explosive brick. 

When ready to explode, the iron ball is at the bottom side of the syringe. 

The trap is activated by moving the syringe so that the iron ball touches 

the electrical wires and closes the electric circuit which activates the 
charge. 

3. An explosive device activated by the movement of a mercury ampoule: 

The mechanism in this black plastic box was originally designed for the 

automatic operation and control of lighting systems. After dismantling 

the mechanism and removing it from the box, the PLO terrorists replaced 
it with plastic explosive powder. 

A mercury ampoule placed in the box contains the tips of the electrical 

wires. Before use, the mercury is in a position which does not allow a 

connection between the electrical wires. However, any movement of the 

mercury ampoule results in closing the electrical circuit, thus causing the 
device to explode. 

Anti-personnel mine M-59 (back cover). 

Anti-personnel mine M-59 (front cover). 

A booby-trap activated by the movement of an improvised electrical starter. 

The black plastic box. 

4. Booby-trapped Kalashnikov magazine: 

A pair of rifle magazines was filled with plastic explosive powder con¬ 

nected to an as yet unknown electrical mechanism. Five bullets were 

placed in the magazine so that the trap was not recognizable. The release 

of the bullets activates the explosive powder inside the magazine. 
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5. Disguised booby-trapped sabotage bricks (type T-500): 

An explosive brick is wrapped in styrofoam containing a large quantity of 

nails and shaped with plaster to look like a stone. A surgical syringe at the 

bottom of the device acts as a trigger. The explosion is triggered by raising 

the stone-shaped brick, or by arranging it so that a spring inside the 

surgical syringe activates an electric circuit and triggers the explosion. 

Raising the stone-shaped brick, or setting a spring inside it, activates an 

electric circuit that triggers the surgical syringe and sets off an explosion. 

6. A booby-trapped explosive brick: 

The hollow-centred brick contains a trigger and a mechanism for its 

release. By raising the brick, the trigger is released and the booby-trapped 

device explodes. 

7. A booby-trapped cigarette package: 

The cigarette package is emptied of its contents, and filled with explosive 

powder and an as yet unknown triggering device. Opening the package 

activates the explosive charge. (Dark stains caused by the explosive 

powder enable detection.) 

8. Booby-trapped food cans: 

An empty food can is filled with explosive powder and steel nails. A 

surgical syringe acts as a trigger. The device is activated by raising or 

moving the tin can. 

A booby-trapped cigarette package (note the dark stain at the bottom). 

[Document 107]: PLO arms dumps in civilian facilities 

The IDF spokesman issued the following report on 27 June 1982. 

The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) terrorists hid tons of arms and 

ammunition in private homes, mosques and other civilian locations in south¬ 

ern Lebanon. These arms were discovered by the Israel Defence Forces 

during Operation Peace for Galilee. 

Initial estimates show that thousands of PLO weapons were captured, includ¬ 

ing more than 100 tanks (Soviet T-34/54/55 tanks), machine guns, RPG 
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bazookas, artillery guns of various sorts, radar-guided machine guns and 
tons of ammunition. 

These crates of Soviet-made light arms were among the weapons caches discovered 
during Operation Peace for Galilee. 

This Soviet-made 130mm artillery gun, found east of Rashidiye, was among the 

weapons captured in southern Lebanon, which had been used by the PLO to shell 
Nahariya in northern Israel. 

This 106mm recoilless rifle, mounted on a jeep, was among the vast quantities of 

military equipment found in the PLO terrorist arsenal in southern Lebanon. 

[Document 108]: PLO Attacks on Jewish targets 

The IDF spokesman issued the following report on 20 June 1982. 

The following is a partial list of attacks on Jewish targets in various countries 

carried out by Arab terrorist groups or with their encouragement: 

GERMANY 

9 November 1969: A time bomb was discovered in Berlin’s Jew¬ 

ish Community Centre; it was planted by 
Habash’s Popular Front. 

13 February 1970: A Jewish old age home in West Germany was 

set on fire; 2 inmates died and several others 
were injured. 

4 November 1972: A letter-bomb was received at a branch office 

of the Zionist youth organization in Frank¬ 
furt. 

19 August 1975: A shipment of letter-bombs was addressed to 

the head of the Jewish community in Berlin. 

The package exploded in a German police car 
without causing any damage. 

15 October 1978: Two explosive charges were discovered in 

West Germany near a Jewish community cen¬ 

tre building and a Jewish store. The charges 
were laid by Sa‘iqa. 
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15 January 1980: An explosive charge went off in a Jewish- 

owned restaurant in West Berlin, killing a 19- 

month-old-baby, wounding 24 other people 
and damaging the building. 

FRANCE 

3 August 1974: A booby-trapped car exploded in Paris near 

the offices of the Jewish Welfare Organiza¬ 

tion for France. The device was planted by 

Habash’s Popular Front. 

10 July 1976: An explosive charge went off in the Paris 

offices of B’nai Brith. 

27 March 1979: A bomb placed in a Jewish restaurant in Paris 

by Sa‘iqa exploded and 26 people were 

injured. 

27 March 1979: An explosive device was detonated in a 

Jewish-owned drugstore in Paris. 

7 April 1979: Paris police dismantled a time-bomb hidden 

in the satchel of a motorcycle parked outside a 

cinema showing a film during “Jewish Culture 

Week.” Sa‘iqa claimed responsibility. 

4 October 1980: An explosive device detonated near the syn¬ 

agogue on Rue Copernic in Paris, killed 3 and 
wounded 20 other people. 

25 November 1980: A travel bureau in Paris, which organized trips 

to Egypt and Israel, was attacked by a terror¬ 

ist. The Jewish manager and his wife were 

murdered and a local employee injured. 

SWITZERLAND 

11 November 1972: Letter-bombs were sent to Jewish organiza¬ 

tions in Geneva and to the homes of an Israeli 

delegation there. 



272 PLO IN LEBANON 

GREAT BRITAIN 

18 August 1969: An explosion at Marks and Spencers in Lon¬ 

don, causing no injuries, was perpetrated by 

Habash’s Popular Lront. 

11 November 1972: 14 letter-bombs were received by prominent 

Jews and Jewish organizations. A Jewish dia¬ 

mond merchant was severely injured when 

one of the letter-bombs exploded. 

30 December 1973: Lord Sieff, a leader of British Jewry, was 

injured in an assassination attempt perpe¬ 

trated by Habash’s Popular Lront. 

BELGIUM 

27 July 1980: Hand grenades were thrown by terrorists, 

apparently members of Latah, at a group of 

Jewish youths and children near the Agudat 

Israel offices in Antwerp. One Trench boy was 

killed and a number of other young people 

were wounded. The attack was aimed at Jew¬ 

ish organizations and institutions in Antwerp 
and Brussels. 

20 October 1981: A booby-trapped car exploded opposite the 
Portuguese Synagogue in Antwerp, 20 min¬ 

utes before the opening of Simchat Torah 

services, killing 3 people and wounding 100. 

HOLLAND 

5 September 1975: 4 terrorists with Syrian passports, members of 

Sa‘iqa, were arrested in Amsterdam. They 

had intended to take 12 train passengers hos¬ 

tage, in order to force a halt to Dutch support 
for Jewish immigrants. 

ITALY 

25 September 1976: A bomb was thrown into the HIAS (Hebrew 

Immigrant Aid Society) office in Rome. 

7 October 1981: A bomb exploded outside the main Rome 

post office — a place frequented by Jewish 

emigrants from Russia — wounding 2 people. 
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SPAIN 

3 March 1980 A terrorist, belonging to the Abu Nidal group, 

murdered a Spanish attorney and his daughter 

in Madrid. The attack was aimed at the hon¬ 

orary president of the Madrid Jewish com¬ 

munity. 

AUSTRIA 

29 September 1973: Sa‘iqa terrorists took over a train carrying 

Jewish emigrants from the Soviet Union, while 

it was stopped at the Marchegg border station. 
3 Jews were held hostage, and the terrorists 

demanded that Austria close the Schoenau 

Castle immigrant transit camp in exchange 

for their release. 

22 April 1979: An explosive device went off in the Jewish 

community building and synagogue in 

Vienna, causing no injuries. 

26 April 1979: Attempts were made by Fatah to sabotage the 

central fuel storage tanks and to murder the 

head of the Jewish community in Vienna. 

1 May 1981: Heinz Nittel, chairman of the Israel-Austria 

Friendship Association was shot and killed by 

members of the Abu Nidal group. 

29 August 1981: Terrorists from the Abu Nidal group attacked 

a synagogue in Vienna with hand grenades 

and sub-machine guns. 2 Jewish people were 

killed and 19 others wounded, including 2 

Jewish children and 2 Austrian policemen. 

4 February 1982: An explosive device was detonated at the 

entrance of the house of the Chief Rabbi of 

Vienna, causing property damage but no 

injuries. 
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UNITED STATES 

26 July 1977: An explosive charge was discovered at the 

house of the head of the American-Israel Pub¬ 

lic Affairs Committee (AIPAC) in Washing¬ 

ton. No one was injured. 

CANADA 

21 November 1972: 4 letter-bombs were discovered addressed to 
Jews in Toronto. 

TURKEY 

2 January 1980: The manager of the El A1 office in Istanbul 

was murdered by 3 terrorists, while parking his 
car near his home. 

IRAN 

23 August 1969: An explosive charge went off in a Jewish 
school, causing slight property damage. 

12 May 1977: 2 Iranians attempted to break into the Jewish 

Agency offices, apparently acting on behalf of 
the Iranian underground. 

CYPRUS 

12 March 1973: A Jewish merchant was murdered by a Jor¬ 

danian student belonging to Fatah (Black 
September). The assassin escaped. 

VENEZUELA 

12 January 1978: An explosive device went off near the office of 

the Federation of Jewish Organizations, caus¬ 
ing property damage. 

GUATEMALA 

23 May 1980: A Jewish community leader was murdered. 

ARGENTINA 

20 September 1972: The Buenos Aires synagogue was sabotaged. 

3 October 1979: An explosive device was detonated in the 

playground of the Jewish school in Buenos 
Aires, causing property damage. 
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7 August 1980: 

COSTA RICA 

29 April 1973: 

MALAYSIA 

4 October 1972: 

EGYPT 

29 April 1980: 

An explosive charge was detonated near the 

Jerusalem Synagogue in Bueno Aires. 

A Molotov cocktail was thrown at a syn¬ 

agogue. 

Letter-bombs were sent by Fatah (Black Sep¬ 

tember) to destinations in Israel and abroad. 

Recipients included HIAS, Jewish leaders in 

Rhodesia, and Hadassah in New York. 

An explosive device went off at the synagogue 

in Cairo. 

16 February 1981: 3 Palestinians, members of Fatah, and 2 Egyp¬ 
tians were arrested on suspicion of planning 

to blow up a synagogue and the Israeli em¬ 

bassy building. 

[Document 109]: Attacks on diplomatic personnel in West Beirut by PLO and 

allies 
The IDF spokesman issued the following report on 25 May 1982. 

Despite the presence of Syrian occupation troops in Lebanon under the guise 

of the fictitious “Arab Deterrent Force,” that hamstrung country continues 

to be plagued by violence. 

West Beirut, which is completely dominated by Syrian and PLO personnel, 

has become the hub of a pattern of hostilities directed, on numerous occa¬ 

sions, against foreign diplomatic personnel and missions. 

Since September 1980, more than 40 attacks have been perpetrated against 

foreign embassies in West Beirut. 

A detailed listing of these attacks follows: 

27 September 1980 Missiles fired at American embassy hit 
second and fourth floors. 
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3 October 1980 Missiles fired at Iraqi and Iranian embassies 

heavily damaged both buildings. 

9 October 1980 Four explosions occurred: 

1. Bomb exploded in car of Danish ambas¬ 

sador next to his home in Al-Rusha(also 

residence of US military attache). 

2. Bomb exploded at entrance to home of 

Swiss ambassador (in building in Al- 

Rusha which also serves as residence of 

Canadian ambassador). 

3. Bomb exploded at residence of Yugoslav 

ambassador. 

4. Bomb exploded at residence of Greek 

consul. 

11 October 1980 Car belonging to Belgian embassy’s second 

secretary was broken into, while parked near 

“Beirut” theatre. 

27 December 1980 Missile fired at garden of French embassy, 

causing an embassy car to explode. 

7 January 1981 Lebanese government received urgent cable 

from Swiss government, demanding increased 

security for Swiss embassy and its diplomatic 

corps — in aftermath of threats received at 
embassy. 

6 February 1981 Jordanian consul and attendant kidnapped 

from consul’s home in West Beirut, after two 

bodyguards were murdered. 

27 February 1981 Two employees of Iraqi embassy murdered in 

course of attack on ambassador’s car. 

1 March 1981 Tunisian diplomat kidnapped by armed indi¬ 
viduals, later released. 

10 March 1981 Vehicle escorting French ambassador hit by 
gunfire. 
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2 April 1981 Iraqi diplomat murdered in vicinity of Iraqi 

embassy. 

7 April 1981 Missiles fired at French embassy in West 

Beirut. 

25 May 1981 Missiles fired at American embassy. 

3 June 1981 First secretary of Iraqi embassy wounded by 

gunfire. 

7 June 1981 First secretary of Bulgarian embassy woun¬ 

ded by gunfire. 

26 June 1981 Missile fire directed at Kuwaiti embassy. 

26 June 1981 Press adviser at French embassy kidnapped. 

27 August 1981 Missile fire directed at Saudi Arabian 

embassy. 

28 August 1981 RPG rocket fired at Saudi Arabian embassy 

in Beirut, causing heavy damage to building. 

4 September 1981 Assassination attempt on life of French 

ambassador and his chauffeur, at entrance to 

ambassador’s home. 

Rockets fired at offices of Libyan legation. 

19 September 1981 Coordinator for UN Development Pro¬ 

grammes attacked and robbed. Car belonging 

to German embassy’s cultural attache stolen. 

21 September 1981 Car belonging to Iranian consul in Beirut 

stolen. 

17 October 1981 Assassination attempt on life of Iranian con¬ 

sul; car hit by ten bullets. 

15 December 1981 Rigged car exploded next to Iraqi embassy, 
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killing 51 people (32 Iraqis and 19 bystanders, 

mostly Lebanese and Palestinians) and wound¬ 

ing about 70; Iraqi ambassador among those 

killed. 

December 1981 Explosive device went off in car of Egyptian 

diplomat. 

26 December 1981 Tunisian embassy’s social affairs attache 

wounded by gunfire. 

13 January 1982 First consul at Algerian embassy kidnapped 
from home, later found dead in southern 

Beirut. 

31 January 1982 Bomb exploded at entrance to Moroccan 

embassy, damaging property. 

18 February 1982 Explosion near Turkish Cultural Centre in 
West Beirut. 

15 March 1982 Lebanese civilian, serving as British embas¬ 

sy’s second secretary, kidnapped; released fol¬ 
lowing day (apparently in return for ransom). 

15 March 1982 Explosion next to Egyptian embassy in West 

Beirut. 

16 March 1982 Explosion next to Egyptian embassy in West 
Beirut. 

30 March 1982 French ambassador stopped at Syrian road¬ 
block in eastern Lebanon. 

12 April 1982 Rockets fired at American embassy in Beirut. 

15 April 1982 Employee of French embassy and pregnant 

wife murdered in West Beirut. 

19 April 1982 Explosive charge went off at entrance to 

Agence France Presse news agency in West 
Beirut. 
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9 May 1982 Second floor of home of French diplomat 

residing in West Beirut hit by missile. 

24 May 1982 Rigged car exploded at French embassy 

building in West Beirut; 14 persons killed 

(including French security men); 21 persons 

wounded. 

24 May 1982 Yugoslav ambassador’s car attacked by three 

armed men in Beirut. 

Altogether, more than 30 foreign embassies have been the victims of bomb¬ 

ings and sabotage attempts since the start of hostilities in Lebanon (according 

to Al-Nahar al-Arabi wa-Dawli, Beirut, 23 January 1982). More than 100 cars 

belonging to foreign diplomats have been stolen. According to some sources, 

the diplomatic corps in Beirut has had to endure many thefts and humilia¬ 

tions. Recently there has been an exit of foreign diplomats from the Kuwaiti, 

Jordanian, United Arab Emirates and German embassies. The British em¬ 

bassy has reduced its staff. 

Those embassies which have remained in Lebanon have created elaborate 

security systems and have imported their own security men to safeguard their 

offices. The American embassy posted marines to guard the embassy from 

within. The French embassy deployed paratroopers in the embassy com¬ 

pound in anticipation of an attack. Arab embassies have used local armed 

factions to protect their offices. 

Most ambassadors in Beirut travel exclusively in bullet-proof cars and are 

escorted by armed guards. The diplomatic corps is now characterized by 

diplomats who are either beginning or ending their careers in the foreign 

service. 

Since the start of 1982, the Lebanese government has established a special 

security contingent to guard foreign embassies. Flowever, in view of the 

continuing violence and bloodshed in Lebanon, all indications are that this 

effort, too, will fail. 
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[Document 110]: Interview with Congressman Charles Wilson 

The Texan democrat was interviewed on Israel Radio on 26 June 1982. 

Congressman Wilson: The biggest surprise that I had was the enthusiasm — 

the universal enthusiasm — with which the Lebanese welcomed the Israeli 
army. 

Q : What do these Lebanese, whom you met, want today from Israel? 

A : I guess the easiest way to describe what they want from Israel is security. 

They, I think, have some self-doubts about their ability to get their act 

together, assuming that the Israelis and the Syrians and the PLO leave. But 

their main emotion right now is an immense relief to get rid of the PLO. I 

found that everywhere, and I didn’t go expecting that. They would say, “Now 
we’re safe. Now we can go home.” 

Q : There have been reports that thousands of Lebanese are now returning 

from the Beirut area to southern Lebanon, now under Israeli control. Did you 
see this? 

A : Yes, I saw an astonishing number. Where there were traffic jams, I’d get 

out of the car and talk to them. But the friendliness toward the Israelis — it’s 

almost like a liberating army. One fellow in our car was sick. Our car was 

obviously an Israeli car. He got out of the car and kids would bring him 

lemons. One little Arab got out of his car to come back and hold a wet rag on 

his head. I mean it was astonishing. I expected this somewhat from the 

Christian population, but I didn’t expect it from the Muslim population. 

Q : Mr. Wilson, you’re now going back to the American Congress. What 
message are you going to be taking with you? 

A : Well, I’m going to take that message. I’m not prepared to pass judgement 

in my own mind on the wisdom of the invasion at this point. But it’s a funny 

thing; there’s no doubt that it was good for the Lebanese. It remains for 

history to decide whether it was good for the Israelis or not - but it was good 

for the Lebanese. But I’m going to try to offset some of the unfair publicity 

that has accrued in the United States — basically on television. I stopped at 

Sidon, where, as you know, the damage was severe — probably the most 

severe... and in talking to a group of people, some of whom had lost their 

homes, some of whom had lost relatives — they said it was awful, but they 

said that, all in all, to be free of the PLO, it was worth it — and that was a 

profound realization to me. I intend to try to get the word out at home that the 
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citizens — the Lebanese themselves — are glad it happened. I had an 

argument last night with a French reporter, as I usually do with French 

reporters. Fie admitted that the people he had talked to were glad that the 

Israelis came, but that they should have come another way. And I said, 

“How’s that?” And he said, “Without bombs.” And I said, “And I suppose 

that in 1944 we could have invaded Normandy without bombs, too, you 

know.” 

Q : What was your impression of the situation of the people regarding health 

care, food, water, etc? 

A : No problems. The Israelis are doing a good job in that regard. A lot needs 

to be done, and I hope that my country can help in repairing the war damage 

and rebuilding the homes, but as far as sanitation, food and water are 

concerned, I don’t believe there’s a problem. It was interesting to note, too, 

that in East Beirut, old damage was just as severe as this damage, maybe more 

so. The damage that was incurred in East Beirut in the various wars between 

the various Lebanese factions and the Syrians, might be more widespread. 

[Document 111]: PLO takeover of the Lebanese media 
The Lebanese daily, Al-‘Amal, published this survey on 29 June 1982. It was the 

fifth in a series of articles on PLO and Syrian domination of Lebanon. 

Since their emergence in Lebanon, the PLO organizations have been more 

active in propaganda than in the military domain. In 1964, the Lebanese daily 

Al-Muharrir, in collaboration with the Qawmiyun al-Arab movement, which 
included Muhsin Ibrahim, Na’if Hawatmeh and George Habash78, began 

publishing a daily half-page column under the heading, “News from the 
Homeland,” which dealt with Palestinian affairs and the Palestinian resist¬ 

ance. That column was so well received in some Lebanese circles, that other 

newspapers, too, began publishing items relating to Palestinian organizations. 

Thus, any PLO activity in Israel or against its interests became a propaganda 

issue in those newspapers. In those days, the pro-Saudi newspaper Al-Hayat 

became a Palestinian organ and publicized Palestinian activities. 

In those days, Palestinian propaganda was based on the following newspa¬ 

pers, journals and other media: 

1 Filastinuna — Nida al-Hayat (Our Palestine — the Call of Life) — because 

of the difficult conditions of the Palestinian people, no Palestinian organ- 

78. Leaders of PLO constituent groups. 
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ization had succeeded in publishing any organ which would reflect its 
aims. But later on, in 1959, a semi-official monthly — Filastinuna-Nida’ al- 
Hayat — began publication in Beirut, under the supervision and guidance 
of Fatah. For five years, this journal played a decisive role in expressing 
the views of Fatah before the “armed struggle” was launched. All the 
articles in the journal dealt with the Palestinian entity and the need to set 
up a fedayeen movement.79 

2. Al-‘Asifa (The Storm) — this Fatah monthly appeared between 15 May 
196580 and October 1967. It published news about operations of the‘Asifa 
group and reactions by Arab and Israeli newspapers. 

3. Filastin (Palestine) — was a supplement of the Lebanese biweekly Al- 
Muharrir; it appeared between November 1964 and 1967. It was the organ 
of the Qawmiyun al-Arab movement and was directed at the intelligen¬ 
tsia, rather than the general public. It published many articles on the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, supported the PLO and lent salience to Palestinian 
identity. It did not show much interest in guerrilla warfare until the 
appearance of the two fedayeen organizations: Abtal-al-Thawra (The 
Heroes of the Revolution) in 1966 and Shabab-al-Tha’r (The Youth of 
Revenge) in 1967. 

4. Akhbar Filastin (News of Palestine) — a political weekly, appeared in 
Gaza from 1965 to 1967, as an organ of the PLO, concentrating on PLO 
news. 

In 1967, the Palestinian movement gathered momentum and so did the num¬ 
ber of newspapers reflecting its views; 

Lebanese publications 

1. Al-Hadaf (The Target) a political daily bought by the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine via Ghassan Kanafani.81 After July 1969, 
Al-Hadaf was published as a weekly. 

2. Al-Huriyya (Freedom) — the weekly organ of the Qawmiyun al-Arab 
starting in 1959. It later became the organ of the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine, and then of the Democratic Front for the 

79. Fedayeen (suicide fighters) is a religiously loaded term in Islamic history. In Fatah, it came to 

designate guerrilla squads who launched acts of terror against Israel or Israeli interests under 
Palestinian inspiration, guidance or initiative. 

80. May 15 is “Palestine Day”, commemorating the anniversary of Israel’s independence. 
81. One of the best-known writers and ideologists of the PLO until his murder a few years ago. 
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Liberation of Palestine and the Amal (Labor) communist party of 

Lebanon. Since 1973, it has been advocating Palestinian national unity 
outside the framework of the PLO, between revolutionary elements who 

understand the problems of the Palestinian struggle. 

3. Ila al-Amam (Forward) — a political weekly of the Popular Front for the 

Liberation of Palestine — General Command. In 1970 the Popular Front 

bought the concession to publish this journal. 

Palestinian Publications 

1. Fatah — A daily started in June 1970 as the organ of the PLO; since July 

1970 it has served as the organ of the PLO’s Central Committee. The daily 

first appeared in Amman, and then moved to Damascus. In August 1971 

it became a weekly. In May 1973, it yielded its place to Filastin al-Thawra 

(The Palestinian Revolution). 

2. Al-Qa‘ida (The Base) — a monthly published by the mass organization 

department of the PLO from September 1971, dealing with organization 

and trade union affairs. 

3. Filastin al-Thawra — a political weekly, considered the main journal of 

the PLO. 

4. Asda’ al-Thawra al-Filastiniyya (The Echoes of the Palestinian Revolu¬ 

tion) — propaganda weekly published by Sa‘iqa. 

5. On behalf of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine: 

Al-Jamahir (The Masses) — first published in Jordan in 1970, during the 

struggle between the PLO and Jordan. 

6. On behalf of the Democratic Popular Front for the Liberation of 

Palestine: 

a) Al-Shararah (The Sparkle) — monthly organ of the Front’s Central 
Committee; it first appeared in Jordan in 1969. 

b) Al-Muqawamah (The Resistance) — a news daily published from 

October 1971 to August 1972. 

7. On behalf of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine — General 

Command: 

a) Al-Jabhah (The Front) — monthly published since January 1969. 

b) Ailul 17 (17 September) — a news monthly geared to propaganda, 

first published in 1971. 
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8. On behalf of the Pioneers of the Popular War of Liberation — Sa‘iqa: 

a) Al-Tala‘i (The Pioneers) — a political weekly published by the Central 
Propaganda Committee of the Sa‘iqa forces from November 1969. In 
June 1971, it became the organ of the PLO’s Central Committee and 

then of its Executive Committee. Published pictures and cartoons for 

the ipost part. Informative. Continued to be published as an internal 

bulletin of the Sa‘iqa group. 

b) Sawt al-Tala‘i al-Ummaliyya (The Voice of the Pioneer Workers) — a 
monthly dealing with workers’ problems. 

9. On behalf of the Palestinian Liberation Army and the Popular Liberation 
Forces: 

a) Sawt Filastin (The Voice of Palestine) — military biweekly published 

by the indoctrination department of the Liberation Army. It later 

became a monthly dealing with military studies. 

b) Al-Jundi (The Soldier) — news biweekly, published since 1972. 

c) Al-Thawri (The Revolutionary) — news biweekly published, since 
1969, as the organ of the Popular Liberation Forces. 

10. On behalf of the PLO: 

a) Fatah — news weekly published since May 1969. 

b) Al-Masira (The Trajectory) — weekly published by the political 

indoctrination department in the Sa‘iqa headquarters since January 
1972. 

c) Al-Thawra al-Filastiniyya (The Palestinian Revolution) — political 
journal published by the organization and guidance office of the 

Popular Liberation Front; it started as a biweekly and then appeared 
once every three weeks. 

11. On behalf of the Popular Liberation Front: 

Al-Tha’ir al-Arabi (The Arab Revolutionary) — political publication 

published by the organization and guidance office of the Popular Libera¬ 

tion Front. Started as a biweekly and then appeared once in three weeks. 

12. On behalf of the Popular Revolutionary Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine: 

Al-Shararah (The Sparkle) — published as an internal bulletin of the 
Lebanese chapter from 1971 to 1974. 

13. On behalf of the Popular Struggle Front for the Liberation of Palestine: 

a) Al-Nidal (The Struggle) — news monthly published from 1967 to 
1969. 
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b) Al-Nidal al-Sha‘bi (The Popular Struggle) — news monthly published 

from 1969 to 1973. 

c) Nidal al-Sha‘b (The People’s Struggle) — news monthly published in 

1973. 

14. On behalf of the Popular Organization for the Liberation of Palestine: 

a) Al-Haqiqah (The Truth) — educational monthly published in 1968 and 

1969. 
b) Al-Munadil (The Struggle) — news biweekly. 

c) Anba’ Baladina al-Muhtallah (News of our Occupied Country) — news 

biweekly. 

15. On behalf of the Arab Palestine Organization: 
a) Al-Muqatil al-Thawri (The Revolutionary Fighter) — news publica¬ 

tion which appeared in 1969 only. 
b) Al-Kalimah al-Mas’ulah (A Responsible Word) — news monthly pub¬ 

lished since 1970. 

16. On behalf of the Militant Organizations for the Liberation of Palestine: 

Al-Ru’yah al-Qawmiyyah (The National Opinion) — propaganda and 

information journal published in 1970. 

Secondary Publications 

1. On behalf of the PLO: 
Hassad al-‘Asifa (The Yield of the Storm) — weekly news journal pub¬ 

lished in Lebanon since 1967. 

2. On behalf of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine: 

a) Al-Talib al-Thawri (The Revolutionary Student) — cultural journal. 

b) Sawt al-Jabhah (The Voice of the Front) — political journal published 

in Lebanon. 
c) Sada al-Thawra (The Echo of the Revolution) — political journal 

published in Lebanon. 

3. On behalf of the Democratic Popular Front for the Liberation of 

Palestine: 
a) Sawt al-Fuqura’ (The Voice of the Poor) — published in southern 

Lebanon. 
b) Al-Dimuqratiyya al-Sha‘biyya (Popular Democracy) — published in 

Lebanon. 
c) Al-Thawri (The Revolutionary) — published in Lebanon. 

d) Al-Watan (The Homeland) — published in Lebanon. 
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4. Publications of the Palestinian Trade Unions: 

Sada al-Thawra (The Echo of the Revolution) — published in Lebanon, 

and deals with trade union affairs. 

5. Functional Journals: 

Shu’unFilastiniyyah (Palestinian Affairs)— ideological periodical dealing 

with the Palestinian problem; published by the Centre of Palestinian 
Studies since March 1971. 

6. Foreign language publications: 

a) Al-Thawra al-Filastiniyya (The Palestinian Revolution) — an English- 

language monthly published by the United Propaganda Department 
of the PLO. 

b) Fatah — French periodical published by the Central Propaganda 
Department of Fatah. 

c) As-Sa‘iqa (The Storm) — English periodical published by the Sa‘iqa 
group since 1973. 

d) Al-Nashra (The Publication) — English periodical published by the 
Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine since March 1973. 

Palestinian News Agencies 

L The Palestinian News Agency — WAFA — started operations in Beirut in 

1972, representing the Propaganda Department of the PLO; considered 
the official news agency of the PLO. 

2. Monitoring Israeli Broadcasts — a news bulletin based on news monitored 

from Jerusalem, and published by the Research Centre of the PLO. 

Palestinian Broadcasts in Arab Countries 

In addition to their newspapers and news agencies, the PLO has maintained 

broadcasting stations in Egypt, Algeria, Yemen, Iraq and Lebanon. 

In Lebanon, the Voice of Palestine broadcast daily news on the Palestinians in 

Lebanon, Syria and the “occupied lands.” Its location was unknown; it was 
under PLO supervision. 

Cinema and Television 

Palestinian propaganda activity covered movies and television, too, especially 
after 1976. Their main cinema agencies: 

1. The Department of Culture in the Propaganda and International Centre 

of the PLO; its most famous products were the films: “The Youth Camp” 
(1969) and “The Road to Palestine” (1974). 
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2. The movie department of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Pales¬ 

tine — produced the movies: “The Cold River” (1971) and “The Road of 

Revolution.” 

3. The Department of Palestinian Movies in Fatah, which later became the 

United Cinema Institution of the PLO. Their most famous movies were 

“With Spirit and Blood” (1970), “The Zionist Onslaught” (1972) and 

“They Cannot Survive” (1974). 

4. The Cinema Department of the Democratic Front produced the movies 

“The Road” and “May and the Palestinians.” 

There have also been many Lebanese movies dealing with the Palestinian 

problem and defending the Palestinian cause; rather than dealing with the 

essence of guerrilla war, they generally only portrayed fedayeen operations. 

The use of television by the Palestinians was rather limited, until they took 

over programmes on Lebanese television and the news programmes of 

Channel 7. 

Measures Taken by the Palestinians to Improve their Propaganda 

1. They openly bought local newspapers or gave them fictitious Lebanese 

names; 
2. They bought off senior journalists by way of threats or bribes; 
3. They published many Palestinian publications, dumping their dailies, 

weeklies and monthlies on the local and Arab markets; 

4. They bought newspapers via agents. 

1. Buying local newspapers: 
Every Palestinian organization obtained a special fund from Arab coun¬ 

tries, to enable it to publish a newspaper or another publication. Follow¬ 
ing the 1967 defeat, the Arab regimes felt that the Palestinian 

organizations had snatched prestige from them, for they had become zero 

while the organizations took over the international scene by launching an 

effective propaganda campaign. With the view of limiting Palestinian do¬ 

mination, the Syrians established the pro-Syrian Sa‘iqa, the Iraqis, the 

Arab Liberation Front, and Egypt financed the Front for the Liberation 

of Sinai. Those organizations bought existing journals like Al-Hadaf, 

which was purchased by the Popular Front of George Habash from 

Zuheir Aseiran. Thus, the Palestinians did not need a permit to publish 

newspapers because they could publish those they had bought. After 1973, 

the Lebanese authorities realized that the Palestinians and other Arab 

regimes who advocated “liberation,” wielded a much more powerful 
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propaganda influence in Lebanon than the administration itself. For, at 

that point, even newspapers which had official permits to appear and 

Arab funding, sided with the Palestinians whenever they collided with the 

Lebanese government. Palestinian pressure amounted to actual domina¬ 

tion of most Lebanese newspapers, not necessarily through buying them 

off, but also by forcing on independent journals a political line which 
suited Palestinian purposes. 

2. Buying off senior journalists: 

a) Material temptations — One technique was to call the head of the 

foreign news department of a given newspaper and “tip him off’ 

about a forthcoming operation against Israel. The official would 

acknowledge receipt of the full file of information, including all 

details and photographs. He would later be invited to a press confer¬ 

ence where the “file” would be opened and the information shared 

with the rest of the correspondents. In this fashion, the Palestinians 

cultivated good relations with the senior journalists. 

b) Threats — Journalists who were not tempted by material tips were 

threatened and intimidated until they capitulated. 

3. Dumping the markets: 

Palestinian publications and newspapers were distributed free of charge; 

they had an impact on their readers, even if the latter read only two or 

three percent of them. By 1973, most newspapers and information media 

in Lebanon were owned by either the Palestinians or other Arab regimes. 

4. Buying newspapers via agents: 

Palestinians and Syrians, not content with dominating newspapers by 

temptations and threats, also made efforts to buy newspapers in Lebanon. 

Following are the newspapers which they took over via agents, and by 

means of Arab funding and intimidation (a list of 21 newspapers follows 
in the original article). 

Palestinian Propaganda in Lebanon and the Western World 

It is evident that under Palestinian domination, all Lebanese media have 

come to reflect Palestinian views first and foremost. Thus, Palestinian propa¬ 

ganda has succeeded, somewhat, in convincing western countries that the “oil 

crisis can be resolved only through the solution of the Palestinian problem,” 

and that the presence of the PLO in Lebanon is a “revolutionary presence’5 

aiming at liberating a land and not at occupying the land of others. 
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[Document 112]: Statement by Dory Chamoun 
Dory Chamoun, son offormer President Camille Chamoun of Lebanon, made 

the following statement at a news conference held at the Pierre Hotel in New 

York on 22 June 1982: 

For most of us Lebanese, the Israeli invasion has been long overdue. Having 

failed politically and diplomatically to rid Lebanon of Syrian and Palestinian 

occupation, we became more and more convinced that Lebanon could only 

be freed by military action. 

The fact that we Lebanese did not possess the necessary military clout meant 

that we were either doomed to remain occupied for a long period of time, or 

that someone else had to assume the role. 

Due to the fact that most centres of activity for foreign correspondents are 

concentrated in West Beirut, they were compelled to play to the tune of the 

Palestinians, for two reasons: 

1 Material temptation — lately, The Times (of London) published pictures 

of Palestinian children at Tel al-Za‘tar as the “Children of the Lebanese 

War.”82 This shows to what extent the Palestinians have succeeded in 

tempting foreign correspondents to work for their cause. 

2. Intimidation — often, the Palestinians threatened to kill foreign corres¬ 

pondents. Here are a few examples, cited in the western press: 

a) In Spring 1980, the journalist in charge of the Reuters office in Beirut 

was wounded by a shot in the back; a revolver with a silencer was 

used. . 
b) The BBC correspondent in Beirut and his assistant were translerred 

to Cyprus following threats against their lives. 
c) The correspondent of the French newspaper “Le Figaro” left Beirut 

following threats on his life by the Syrians. 
d) In December 1981, a CBS correspondent left Beirut for fear about his 

safety. 
e) A senior Arab journalist left Beirut for London. He returned to Beirut 

for the funeral of his mother but was kidnapped on his way to the 

airport; his body was found in his car.83 His murderers poured acid on 

his right hand, an ominous hint to all other journalists. 

82 There have been no Palestinian children in Tel al-Za‘tar since it was taken over by the Christian forces 

in 1976 The PLO apparently used old pictures of the massacre of 1976 to publicize the plight o 

Palestinian children” caused by the June 1982 incursion of Israel into Lebanon. 

83 Apparently refers to Salim al-Lawzi, one of the top journalists in Lebanon and the Arab world. 
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Because of the PLO’s behaviour in Lebanon and their attacks on Israel, we 

knew that there would come a time when Israel would have to perform that 

surgical operation, which we had been unable to accomplish. We warned 
Palestinian and Arab leaders time and again, as far back as 1968, that PLO 

behaviour in Lebanon is unacceptable, and was going to bring about such 

action on the part of Israel — but to no avail. The reason we gave such 

warnings was not to safeguard the PLO, but to try and save Lebanon from 
war and destruction. 

Our warnings also went to the Western world which was, at one time, prepared 

to see Lebanon disappear under the Palestinian and Syrian boot, not realizing 

that in so doing they were, in reality, making of Lebanon a gift to the Soviet 

Union. What more evidence is there to this than the Soviet reaction to the 

Israeli invasion of Lebanon, when Moscow protested and declared very 

solemnly that such an invasion was against Russian interests in the area. 

Frankly, what worries us most is not the invasion as such — those who have 

suffered seven years of war and destruction can endure a few more days. We 

are worried about the outcome — will this finally mean freedom, security and 

the end of a nightmare, or will United States pressure once again force a 

compromise solution which will satisfy no one and just perpetuate the miser¬ 
ies of the inhabitants of the region? 

The statement was followed by a question and answer period: 

In answer to a question relating to the order of removal of foreign forces from 

Lebanon, Chamoun replied, “First the PLO, then the Syrians and finally 
Israel.” 

When questioned about the number of casualties, Chamoun answered that, 

according to his people’s estimates, some 2,500-2,600 were killed and about 

100,000 were homeless — although many of these were already returning to 
their homes. 

Regarding his party’s relations with Major Sa‘ad Haddad, Chamoun sug¬ 

gested that Haddad should continue to serve in his present position. He added 

that Haddad is working towards the same goals as his own party, but because 

of the situation in Lebanon, they have been forced to work separately. 

Questioned whether his party had given the green light to Israel before the 

Israel Defence Forces went into action, Chamoun answered that the Israelis 

did not need any green light to act, and that they had not asked for one. 
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Asked if he knew in advance about the Israeli action, Chamoun replied, “Of 

course; after all, the Israelis had been making their intentions known loudly 

and clearly for several months.” 

In the course of his answers, Chamoun made a point of separating himself 

from Israel and explaining that he was not a “puppet” of the Israelis. For 

example, when asked about a particular statement of Defence Minister 

Sharon, he replied that Sharon speaks in Israel’s name, while he speaks in the 

name of Lebanon. 
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[Documents 113-122]: Some reactions in the world press 

[Document 113]: The New York Times, 21 June 1982 

For Christian Villagers, 
Happiness Amid Rubble 

By DAVID I 
Special to Th# f 

DAMUR, Lebanon, June 19— Abdal¬ 
lah Shaya, a 54-year-old gardener with 
a round, tanned face, found his house 
amid the rubble of Damur today Unlike 
most of the stone and concrete buildings 
in the hillside village, it was intact, 
somehow spared the flying shrapnel 
from the bombs and shells that had rav¬ 
aged the town and filled the streets with 
dust and chunks of rock. 

"For seven years I have not passed 
this doorstep,” he said as he stood out¬ 
side, savoring the moment. Then he 
strode into his small dwelling and 
began to look around 

Damur, just south of Beirut, was a 
Christian village until January 1976, 
when its population fled an assault by 
Palestinian and leftist forces fighting in 
the Lebanese civil war. For nearly 
seven years, until the Israeli Army at¬ 
tacked and captured it last week, the 
town was inaccessible to its own peo¬ 
ple; the Palestine Liberation Organiza¬ 
tion made it a stronghold, using the 
churches as fc.ng ranges and armor¬ 
ies. 

A huge hew church, left unfinished by 
the fleeing Maronite Christians in 1976, 
is covered with spray-painted Palestin¬ 
ian nationalist slogans and plastered 
with posters of A1 Fatah, the main 
P L.O arm, and other Palestinian fac¬ 
tions 

On an inside wall where the altar was 
to have stood, two bull's eyes can be 
seen in faded paint, the stone in and 
around them roughened by bullet holes. 
Above them, where a cross would have 
hung, a triangular P.L.O. symbol is 
painted in the Palestinian nationalist 
colors of red, green, black and white, 
framing a silhouette of a rifle and a 
hammer High in the belfry, a concrete 
cross has obviously been used as a tar¬ 
get over the vears, for it is chipped and 
gouged in a thousand places. 

A mortar on wheels stands Inside the 

I. SHIPLER 
ww York Time* 

church’s big doors, along with a jeep 
and a military truck Posters on the 
walls show the Star of David being shat¬ 
tered by a wedge drawn in the Palestin¬ 
ian colors. In a once-elegant old church 
next door, crates of ammunition and 
drums of fuel are stored. 

One comer of the old building was hit 
by a bomb or an artillery shell during 
the Israeli attack, and its heavy stone 
blocks tumbled into a narrow street. 
But the new church was carefully and 
successfully avoided; a building just 30 
feet away lies in complete ruins, evi¬ 
dently hit by an aerial strike that left 
the church unscathed 

Christians Tentatively Returning 

After Israeli troops took Damur and 
drove the Palestinians out. Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin announced 
that the Christians, whom Israel has 
supported for several years, would be 
allowed to return and rebuild. And now 
the first few former residents have 
tentatively come to pick through the 
rubble and see what remains. 

Nothing of Mr. Shaya's own thing 
were left. The couches and chair 
askew in the living room, the dirty po , 
and pans, the women's makeup on a 
comer table, the plastic flowers, the 
beds with their charred mattresses and 
sheets as if a small fire had raged — 
these belonged to the Palestinian Invad¬ 
ers, not to his family. 

The floor was littered with fragments 
of glass. A large poster of Yasir Arafat, 
the P.L.O. leader, hung on the living 
room wall. Mr. Shaya, in tears and 
anger, grabbed it and tore it down, tear¬ 
ing it into shreds and throwing it onto 
the floor. A desk blotter, with a portrait 
of some leader he did not recognize, he 
could not tear, and so he bent it and 
sailed it out the door across a wall and 
out of sight. 

"My family had lived here for 200 
/ears, since the beginning of Damur," 
he said "We woi ked in the orchards, 
grew lemons " 

That pleasant, pastoral life ended in 
1976. Since then, he said, "we have all 
been dead If somebody doesn't have a 
home and doesn't have a village, what 
does he have to live for? Now we have 
started to live My age is one hour old." 

‘What More Can I Say’ 

Mr. Shaya, who fled the Palestinians 
by sea to the northern port of Junieh 
and spent the intervening years living 
in a Christian suburb of Beirut, spoke in 
a loud voice that rang through the 
streets of the deserted town He turned 
to an Israeli soldier. "What more can I 
say than thank you that you brought us 
back to our place," he said. "And God 
help you to get back to your place. " 

Walid Azzi, 27 years old, talked in 
similar images of death and life. "Out¬ 
side Damur I feel myself like a dead 
man," he said. "But coming back here I 
am very happy." 

What he found was not at all joyous, 
for his house was g me "It is totally d«s 
strayed,” he said. "Nothing remains, 
absolutely nothing. But we are happy 
anyway. We are returning to our vil¬ 
lage, our land 1 was very happy. I took 
some earth and I made it so.” To 
demonstrate, he grinned broadly, 
picked up some dust and sprinkled it on 
his head 

“I am very happy,” he said. "1 can’t 
explain it. Just because our land is back 
to us.” 

And what of the future? "The Israelis 
are our friends,” Mr. Azzi said, "and I 
hope they stay for some time with us 
Our liberty is not sure. But maybe if the 
big countries make something for us. 
we will be sure." 

Mr. Shaya saw it in simpler terms 
"God will give all of us more years," he 
said, "and we will all come back and 
live in this village.” 
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[Document 114]: The Jerusalem Post, 28 June 1982 

Monday, June 28, 1982 

Arms booty in Lebanon 
could equip 5 brigades 

By YA’ACOV ERIEDLER 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

HAIFA. — Enough light arms and 
ancilliary weapons to equip five in¬ 
fantry brigades, discovered in PLO 
bunkers in Lebanon, have been 
brought to a base in the north. A 
large quantity of heavy weapons has 
also been delivered. 

“A thousand men and 150 trucks 
are working daily to bring in more 
captured arms and ammunition, and 
I estimate it will take four to five 
weeks more to complete the job." 
the deputy commander of the 
Logistics Corps, Tat-Aluf Meir 
Nitzan. told the press at the base 
yesterday. 

On exhibit at the base are 
selected weapons including light 
arms, tanks, Katyusha-firing trucks, 
guns and mortars of different 
calibres and uses, and rocket 
launchers. There are also uniforms, 
military optics including Starlight 
Scopes for night sighting and train¬ 
ing simulators. Nitzan hoped the ex¬ 
hibit would shortly be opened to the 
public "so everybody can see why 
we fought in Lebanon." 

The ordnance officer said the 
amount of equipment captured is 
far above anything the PLO could 
possibly have made use of "and we 
know fairly exactly what their man¬ 
power potential is.” This estimate 
was backed up by the number of 
men of foreign nationalities who 
were captured, showing that the ter¬ 
rorists were approaching the bot¬ 
tom of the barrel. 

He declined to speculate for what 
or for whose use the huge quantity 
of weapons might have been 
prepared He noted only that 
manuals in English and other 
foreign languages had been found 
with the arms 

Nitzan said the quantity of arms 
discovered so far is "ten times 
larger than the IDF had estimated" 
the PLO to possess and that it is too 
early to say how much more will be 
found, with new stores and dumps 
being discovered daily. He noted 
that the number and size of the 
dumps increased the further north 
one got from the border and he 
therefore expected that very sub¬ 
stantial quantities may be stored in 
Beirut 

So far the weapons are 
predominantly of Russian or East 
Bloc manufacture, including North 
Korea, Vietnam and China, but also 
from Britain, US., Germany 
(including the latest G3 rifles and 
submachine guns), Belgium, France 
and Italy. There has not been a 
single Israeli-made weapon among 
the lot, he said. 

Judging from the crates some of 
the weapons were packed in, they 
had been shipped directly as arms, 
while others had been marked as 
tractor parts or medical equipment 
and had been sent by devious 
routes. Some of the latest Russian- 
made Kalashnikov assault rifles 
already had numbers in Arabic on 
their sights. 

In addition to the ordnance, a 

huge carpentry shop, a metal 
workshop and a PLO hospital had 
been found. "They had a big 
logistics back-up but their 
maintenance was poor,” Nitzan 
said. 

The dumps were discovered in 
villages, mainly near mosques, 
churches, schools and dispensaries 
so that the IDF would be unlikely to 
bombard them, “or if we did it 
could be displayed as propaganda of 
Israel harming civilians." Nitzan 
said. 

In the cities most of the arms 
were found in cellars, up to four 
storeys underground, but also on 
the roofs of high-rise buildings. 
Sometimes the terrorists would 
force the residents to allow them to 
place dumps by their homes and in 
other cases “paid them rent of $100 
per room per month." 

The IDF has given priority to 
clearing the dumps in dwellings, for 
the safety of the residents, and is 
separating the weapons from the 
ammunition and explosives, which 
are being safely stored away. The 
PLO stores had been in¬ 
discriminately packed, presenting 
great danger to their vicinity, Nitzan 
noted. 

A number of Russian T-62 tanks, 
all in full working order and cap¬ 
tured from the Syrians, are also on 
display. They are a selection of the 
500 tanks captured from the Syrians 
and the PLO. 
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[Document 115]: The New York Times, 30 June 1982 

June 30, 1982 

Israel to Protest P.L.O.’s Use 
Of U.N. Refugee Installations 

JERUSALEM, June 29 — Israel In¬ 
tends to protest to the United Nations 
over the use of United Nations refugee 
installations in Lebanon for Palestinian 
military purposes, a senior Israeli offi¬ 
cial said today. 

The Israeli Army has found extensive 
arms caches in Palestinian refugee 
camps and schools run by the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency, 
known as Unrwa, which receives about 
23 percent of its annual budget from the 
United States. The agency Has been re¬ 
sponsible since 1948 for providing 
assistance to Palestinian refugees and 
has received a total of $1 billion in 
American funds during its lifetime. The 
United States is the largest single con¬ 
tributor. 

One modem vocational school near 
Sldon, visited last week, showed signs 
of having been used as a guerrilla train¬ 
ing center. The dormitories were full of 
uniforms and propaganda posters, and 
ammunition was stored near class¬ 
rooms. 

In addition, according to an Israeli 
Army spokesman, a captured docu¬ 
ment shows that the United Nations In¬ 
terim Force in Lebanon, the peacekeep¬ 
ing troops, provided Intelligence infor¬ 
mation to the Palestine Liberation Or¬ 
ganization about coming Israeli at¬ 
tacks. 

‘Top Secret’ Document 

The one-page document, written in 

Syc4*l to Tht Na*r York Tima 

Arabic and classified "Top Secret" was 
entitled “Operating Instruction No. 4 of 
the Palestine Nationalist Liberation 
Movement, al-Fatah,” sent by the com¬ 
mander of the Kastel Forces, opera¬ 
tions branch. It was dated May 26.1981. 
According to an Israeli Army transla¬ 
tion, it said: 

"We received information on 11 May 
1981 suggesting that the enemy is due to 
attack the positions in El Kasimtye, 
Arouzon and the region of Nabatiyeh, or 
one of the above mentioned positions. 
The source of this information is the in¬ 
ternational emergency force (Uniftl).” 
The spokesman for the United Nations 
forces could not be reached for com¬ 
ment. 

The findings are likely to be used bv 
Israel as arguments against accept¬ 
ance of an expanded United Nations 
force to police southern Lebanon after 
an Israeli withdrawal. Officials here 
want something more dependable, such 
as an American-led multinational 
force, or a Christian Lebanese militia 
that would allow continual or periodic 
Israeli military presence or patrols. 

The ranking official who told report¬ 
ers of the coming protest did so on the 
condition that he not be identified. He 
said that “Unrwa allowed schools to be 
used as terrorist bases' ’ and that in cer¬ 
tain refugee camps administered by the 
relief agency, shelters and schools were 
used as huge arms depots. At the Ein 
Klulwan camp near Sidon, for exam¬ 

ple: "Above there was a U.N. flag, 
below a fortress. This places all activity 
of Unrwa In question.” 

The institution near Sldon, which the 
army has been showing to reporters, is 
called the Siblin Technical and Teacher 
Training Institute. It consists of mod¬ 
em, attractive buildings on a well- 
manicured campus several miles from 
the coast. A plaque shows that it was 
built in October 1963 and was funded by 
Sweden. "It is dedicated to the training 
of young Palestinian refugees in the 
fields of education and industry," the 
plaque reads. 

Not far from the Inscription Is a room 
containing crates of rockets and boxes 
of rifle ammunition. 

Across from the library Is a dorml- 
tory strewn with military uniforms, ap¬ 
parently left by students who fled In 
haste as the Israeli armored columns 
advanced three weeks ago. 

In one room, students had Ingeniously 
fashioned a table out of the top of a 
wooden ammunition crate. The blue- 
painted door of a locker had been deco¬ 
rated with an assortment of photo¬ 
graphs: Ingrid Bergman and other 
movie stars, Yasir Arafat and other 
Palestinian guerrilla leaders. Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini, two small children 
in battle fatigues making the "V” sign 
with their fingers. In the middle of the 
display, the student had drawn a big 
heart around the words, in English, 
"Love Story." An English-language 
textbook was on the floor. 
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[Document 116]: The Times, London, 19 June 1982 

The following is an excerpt from a Times of London article, written from Sidon 

by Robert Fisk, entitled, “PLO Tactics Drew Israeli Raids.” 

Several residents told the same story, although one middle-aged, middle-class 

woman, who owns some orange orchards, expressed their plight most 
dramatically. 

“When the Israelis came,” she said, “the Palestinian fighters took their guns 
and placed them next to our homes, next to apartment blocks and hospitals 

and schools. 

“They thought this would protect them. We pleaded with them to take their 

guns away, but they refused. So when they fired at the Israelis, the planes 

came and bombed our homes.” 

The woman was telling the truth. 

The director of one Sidon hospital still seemed to disbelieve his own words, as 

he described how the guerrillas deliberately set up their anti-aircraft guns 

around his clinic. 

At their own Ein Hilwe camp, the Palestinians actually put their guns on the 

roof of the hospital. As another doctor put it, “The guerrillas knew what 
would happen. The Israeli planes came and bombed the hospital. Everyone 

there died — the sick, the wounded, the fighters with them.” 

This was also the fate of the elementary school off the Jezzine Road. The 

people clustered in the basement for protection — most of them refugees from 

Tyre — but the Palestinians put a gun mounted on a jeep beside the building. 

The vehicle lies there still, its gun barrels absurdly twisted by the explosions 

that followed. The Palestinians used the school for cover, so the Israelis 

employed equally savage retaliation. They bombed the school. 
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[Document 117]: The Jerusalem Post, 24 June 1982 

UN school housed Arafat’s school 
for terrorists 

A picture of Yasser Arafat and a swastika are among the wall decora¬ 
tion in a room in the former terrorist central training school near Sidon. 
See Story at bottom of page. (R^hamim Israeli) 

By YOSEF (JOELL, Post Reporter 

SIDON. — What was apparently the central 
training school for Fatah terrorists in 
Lebanon was discovered several days ago by 
Israeli soldiers in a vocational training school 
run by the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency. 

The school, the Siblin Vocational Training 
Centre, sits on a mountaintop with a 
breathtaking view of the Mediterranean, 
several kilometres north of Sidon. It was 
founded as part of the UNRWA network of 
schools in June 1961, according to the plaque 
above the door of the administration building. 

The impressive complex consists of a 
number of large three- and four-storey 
buildings on various levels of the mountain. 
The upper buildings seem to have served 
legitimate vocational-training functions. The 
lower buildings were devoted exclusively to 
the Fafah terrorist training school. 

When reporters visited the school yester¬ 

day, Israel Defence Forces engineer corps- 
men were busy defusing bombs, removing 
booby traps, and sorting out and loading the 
enormous quantity of weapons and ammuni¬ 
tion found in the complex. It was their third 
day at the job. 

There were crates of RPG (rocket- 
propelled grenade) launchers and missiles, 
Kalashnikov assault rifles, anti-tank and anti¬ 
aircraft missile launchers, hand grenades and 
an assortment of other weapons and ex¬ 
plosives. 

The officer in charge of de-activating the 
weapons and explosives said the large cache 
was mostly of Soviet and Eastern Bloc origin. 
But Chinese, Swedish,-Belgian and NATO 
equipment, and American recoilless rifles, 
were also found. 

The terrorist training centre had a modern 
audio-visual language laboratory, in everyway 
the equal of the Hebrew University's 
language laboratory. 

Most of the students’ rooms contained 
eight double-decker beds and a double locker 

for each student. Clothing and personal pos¬ 
sessions had been left behind in disarray, in 
what was apparently a hasty (light just ahead 
of the Israeli forces. The lockers contained 
books on business English, illustrated 
weapons manuals in Arabic, PLO propaganda 
material and, in one of them, a book of 
English poetry. 

In a notebook labelled "Ahmed Salaimi 
Sayyed, 2nd year, 1980-84," was a handwritten 
letter that began: 

"The English Broad Casting (sic) Co. 6 
Mortimer St. London,Wl. Dear Sirs, Please 
allow me to apply for the position of program¬ 
me director with you." 

It was not clear whether the letter was a 
copy of one actually sent or an exercise in 
business English that had been filed away for 
possible future use. 

The Israel Defence Forces officer in charge 
said that one of the rooms in the building had 

been fitted out for Yasser Arafat's personal 
use as one of his scattered headquarters. Per¬ 
sonal effects said to belong to the PLO 
chairman were on display, including his well- 
known Russian fur hat. 

In another room, a picture of Arafat on the 
wall was flanked by a large black swastika on 
a red background. 

Several dozen truckloads of weapons, am¬ 
munition and explosives had already been 
removed from the school by the time of 
yesterday's visit, and there were still many to 
come. Other arms caches were discovered in 
the general area, largely in private homes. 

The unofficial IDF military governor of 
Sidon later said that the IDF had invited 
UNRWA to continue its activities in all its 
schools. None of the UNRWA staff of the 
Siblin school could be found to explain the 
double use that had been made of their 
vocational-training facilities over the years. 
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[Document 118]: Ha’aretz, Tel Aviv, 29 July 1982 
The article, written by OdedZarai, was entitled, “Trading on Palestine” (trans¬ 

lated from Hebrew). 

This is a short, smiling and self-confident brunette who belongs to the 

terrorist organization, Popular Front — General Command, headed by 
Ahmed Jibril, whom she has never seen in person. When she dared to ask, 
along with fellow-members of the organization, why the supreme com¬ 

mander had never visited southern Lebanon, nor reviewed the organization’s 
base at Ein Hilwe, she was told that Jibril was “very busy in a far-away 

location, but his heart was always present with the fighters everywhere.” 

When asked what had happened to the sacred slogan of the PLO, which was 
daily voiced by Arafat: “Revolution until victory!”, she burst into laughter 

and said that in southern Lebanon the slogan had been reversed to read. 

“Revolution until the end of the month!” The meaning was simple: many 

members of the organization in the south “played at revolution, but eagerly 

waited for the end of the month to get their pay check, which amounted to 

400-1,500 Lebanese pounds ($80-300). Salaries were not determined accord¬ 

ing to one’s seniority, affiliation or rank; they depended on the satisfaction of 

the boss with one’s job. For example, the monthly income of a Fatah member 

from Sidon went up from 600 to 900 Lebanese pounds when he showed his 

superiors the way to the private safe of a rich local family where jewellery and 

ancient valuables had been treasured. 

It turns out that the leaders of the terrorist organization in southern Lebanon 

never had any financial or personal problems. The accountants and pursers of 

the Fatah and the Popular Front never had any budgetary problems, because 

none of them depended on their salaries alone. Half the budgets of these 

organizations found their way to their private pockets. For example, the 

purser used to allocate 20,000 Lebanese pounds to purchase meat, but only 

half that sum was in fact budgeted to the unit, while the suppliers finally got, 

at best, only half the budgeted amount. The rest of the money was distributed 
among the commanders and the supply unit personnel. This sort of embezzle¬ 

ment was applied to other domains as well. For example, a local commander 

in a given PLO organization would decide to extend his “protection” to a 

neighbourhood, village, clan or rich family and collect fees in return. Thus, 

most commanders could afford to live with their families in posh areas of 

Sidon. The commanders used to mobilize Palestinian and Lebanese youth into 

their organizations, and entrust them with “security” tasks. These youth were 

expected to provide information about good-looking girls, expensive val¬ 

uables, competitors from other organizations or Lebanese who had publicly 

shunned the PLO. 
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These PLO informants, who used to be poor and unemployed, overnight 

became the “aristocracy” of the PLO in southern Lebanon. They often wore 

uniforms and sported pistols, strolling the streets and terrorizing the local 
population. 

One of these youths from Sidon, who adopted the slogan “Revolution until 

the end of the month!” said, ‘What’s wrong with accepting a salary of 600 

Lebanese pounds a month in return for membership in the Fatah “Security 

Unit,” and reporting about “suspects” among the population, and, at the same 

time, dealing in pornographic videotapes under the PLO’s protective cover?’ 

What is more, membership in the organization brought with it the automatic 

right to any girl one wanted, even those one would not have dared to approach 
before. 

It is often thought that the PLO brutalized only Lebanese villages and towns. 

But it turns out that the same brutality occurred in the Palestinian camps in 

southern Lebanon and West Beirut. Hence, the irony in Arafat’s insistence on 

guarantees for the safety of the Palestinian population in West Beirut after 

PLO evacuation. One could easily come across young pregnant girls, some of 

them under 18, not only in Sidon, Tyre and the Shi‘ite villages of southern 

Lebanon, where PLO terrorists had raped them, but also in the Palestinian 

camps of Ein Hilwe, Rashidiye, Burb al-Shimeli and elsewhere. No wonder 

that in some of those places Palestinian notables are the most insistent in 

demanding that Lebanese sovereignty be restored to the entire country, 

including the Palestinian refugee camps. For the PLO’s rule of terror was 

enforced in the camps no less than in the Lebanese towns and villages. In 

some cases, Palestinian families in the camps, who refused to send their 

children to the Fatah youth movement, were persecuted even more harshly 

than Lebanese families. Moreover, many Palestinian households lost their 

property, their relatives and their houses as a result of bloody conflicts within 

the camps between various PLO groups. The pro-Syrian Sa‘iqa group often 

aimed cannon and machine gun fire into neighbourhoods where the Iraqi 
Arab Liberation Front had entrenched itself. 

The PLO brought people from many nationalities into southern Lebanon, 

some of them “mobilized” by deceit. For example, when the PLO representa¬ 

tive in San‘a, Yemen, reported on a flow of unemployed Yemenite youth from 

the countryside to the city, the organization dispatched two special represen¬ 

tatives to establish an “international development company,” which sought 

candidates for very lucrative jobs. A week later, dozens of young Yemenites 

were flown from San‘a to Damascus on behalf of that company, which existed 
only on paper. The next day, they were transferred to a Fatah training camp 



EYEWITNESS REPORTS AND COMMENTS 299 

in West Beirut, after their belongings and money had been confiscated. They 

were unequivocally told, “You either stay here and starve, or live honourably 

under the wings of the Palestinian revolution.” Many of those youths were 

trained, and then posted in southern Lebanon. They now curse the Palestin¬ 

ians, who mistreated them, insulted them and denigrated their Yemenite 

nationality; they were regarded as inferior creatures. They exclaim, “the PLO 

trades in Palestine, it does not liberate it. May Allah inflict his curse and wrath 

upon them!” In addition to the Yemenites, the PLO mobilized thousands of 

workers from other Arab and Islamic countries. There were electricians from 

Pakistan, engineers from Bangladesh, drivers and cooks from Iran, propa¬ 

gandists from Egypt, porters from Turkey, carpenters from India and Sri 

Lanka, mechanics and tailors from Iraq, and others. All of them ate poorly, 

hardly washed or changed their clothes... 
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[Document 119]: Newsweek, 2 August 1982 

Nl WSWFI K/AUGUST 2. IOR2 

Mideast Truth and Falsehood 

Lies arc weapons and arc today the 
1*1.0's most effective weapons. News¬ 

papers that are fastidious about the truth¬ 

fulness of grocery ads print anti-Israel ads 

tilled with patent lies about Israeli-caused 
casualties The New York Times ran a par¬ 

ticularly Goebbels-likead signed by. among 

others, Noam Chomsky, w ho has collabor¬ 

ated with a French author who claims the 

Holocaust never happened 

Lebanon is (in Hardy's words about 

Leipzig battlefield) "a miles-wide pant of 

pain It has been since the PLO and Syr¬ 

ians invaded It is today because the PLO is 

hiding behind the babies that Arafat is kiss¬ 
ing for U S. television cameras. 

It is hard to prove but easy to believe that 

Israel, by aiding Lebanese Christians since 

1975, has saved more civilian lives than 

have been lost in this war. But a television 

screen is easy to fill. A gaggle of Iranians did 

it fora year, while behind the cameras Tehe¬ 

ran went about its business. Television in 

war is bound to suggest more generalized 

destruction than has occurred Further¬ 

more, had there been televisional Antietam 

on America's bloodiest day (Sept 17, 1862), 
this would be two nations Americans then 

lived closer to the jagged edges of life, but 

even they might have preferred disunion to 

the price of union, had they seen the price, in 

color in their homes in the evening 

Not Chest or Surgery: If "w ired democ¬ 

racies" are not to be disarmed by revulsion 

about televised wars, they must take this 

truth unperfumed: wars kill people: that is 

an immediate purpose of waging war. 

Many persons who preen themselves on 

their hatred of war do not hate it enough 

They cannot: they know so little about it 

They show this when they judge a military 

operation like Israel s unjust simply be¬ 

cause it involves injustices. War is not 

chess or surgery. It is a leap into a realm 

of chance, desperation and improvisa¬ 

tion. Confusion, unintended effects, unde¬ 

sired but unavoidable collateral effects— 

all these are expectable. It is morally 

immature to denounce a war because it has 
the general attributes of war. 

It is said that a good man cannot save a 

nation because a good man will not do what 

is necessary. But that, too, is morally imma¬ 

ture, confusing public and private duties. 

Bcgin's duties include understanding that 

GEORGE F. WILL 
the moral mathematics of Sadat's life ended 

with a positive sum because lie followed 

military boldness with political boldness 

Sadat, remembered as a peacemaker, first 

made war. In three weeks in 1975 Israel lost 

a portion of its population three times larger 
than the United States lost hi eight years in 

Vietnam Having failed to gel to Jerusalem 
with Sov ict tanks. Sadat went by Boeing 707 

Bcgin's similar challenge is to know w hen he 

has reached the limit of his military options. 

If the Begin-Sharon aim is to push all 

Palestinians off the West Bank and into 

Jordan, they risk a more irredentist Jordan. 

And the pushing would involve methods 

intolerable to most Israelis, unless they have 

lost their moral moorings Bcgin's task is to 

U.S. diplomacy, 
which is ineffectual 
without being 
innocuous, is 
resuscitating the PLO. 

use the threat or exercise of force to finish 

the PLO in Lebanon, and then make Jordan 

an offer it can't refuse, abandoning the chi¬ 

mera of "autonomy" and the dream of 
annexation. 

The Keagan-Shult/ aim is unclear 
Shultz is off to a shaky start, allowing events 

to set for him a daunting debut: he is sup¬ 

posed to solve one of history's most in¬ 

tractable disputes. It is unhelpfully called 

"the Palestinian problem" It is actually the 

problem of Palestine. However laden the 

word "Palestinian" is with political conno¬ 

tations. it still is a classification more like 

"North American" than "American." It 
refers to a geographical origin, not a politi¬ 

cal association. The noun "Palestine ' de¬ 

notes a definable territory, that of the Pales¬ 

tine Mandate of 1925. Israel and Jordan 

disagree about the proper allocation of a 
portion of that remnant of the Ottoman 

Empire. Only they can come to an agree¬ 

ment that will tidy up the mess left by World 

War I Neither Israel nor Jordan—both 

having fought the PLO. Jordan most blood¬ 

ily—favors a PLO state on the West Bank, a 

state that would destabilize both Israel and 
Jordan, but Jordan first and Jordan most 

In the current crisis, PLO intransigence 

has grown proportionally with U S. in¬ 

volvement, and now the United States is 

protecting the PLO With words treated as 

though they are Cheerios, all alike, the U.S. 

aim has been described as evacuation, disen¬ 
gagement. peacemaking The PLO had the 

capacity to injure but not destroy Israel, so 

if at the cost of military defeat it receives 

enhanced political status from the United 
Stales, it comes out ahead 

Maps: Israel has almost undone the 

mischievous work of the 1974 Rabat con¬ 

ference. which anointed the PLO the sole 

legitimate representative of Palestinians. 

This was an affront to Jordan. (Most Pales¬ 

tinians are Jordanian citizens, and most 

Jordanian citizens are Palestinians.) Today 

U S diplomacy, which is ineffectual with¬ 

out being innocuous, is resuscitating the 

PLO and preserving Jordan's excuse for not 

playing its indispensable role in any peace 

process worthy of the name. The PLO sits in 
West Beirut, holding perhaps 300,000 civil¬ 

ians hostage, issuing demands from behind 

the screen of Habib's mission. 

Meanwhile, back in Foggy Bottom, the 
State Department may be short on realism, 

but has lots of maps, none of w hich shows 

any land that can conveniently be given to 

a "Palestinian entity." The map is even 

more lull today than it was when Israel 

was shoe-horned into one-tenth of 1 per¬ 

cent of the land claimed by "the Arab 

world." That world consists of 21 nations 

with 175 million people and 7.5 million 

square miles. In the U N. the PLO often 

enjoys the fervent support of 42 Muslim 

nations with KOpnillion people. But there is 

zero desire to make room for the PLO. So 

Israel is left to deal with the PLO, that 

creation of Arab hypocrisy and Western 

appeasement. And Israel still watts for Jor¬ 

dan and Saudi Arabia, two crucial nations 

of recent and problematic origins, to ac¬ 
knowledge Israel's legitimacy. 

Persons far from the theater of menace 

and violence, persons making fine moral 

calibrations about Israel's conduct and fret¬ 
ting that Israel is "losing its soul." must 

hear Golda Meir’s words: Jews are used to 

collective eulogies, but Israel will not die so 
that the world will speak well of it. 
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[Document 120]: Chicago Defender, 23 June 1982 

LEBANON CHRISTIANS 

Lebanon 
Christians 
are freed 

s a result of Isra¬ 
el’s successful 
military opera¬ 
tion “Peace for 
Galilee,” the 
Christian com¬ 
munities of Leba¬ 

non have been freed from the threats and 
attacks of the PLO, to which they have 
been relentlessly subjected for seven 
years. Predominantly Christian towns like 
Damour were returned to their control by 
the advancing Israel Defense Forces, and 
the Beaufort Castle, which served as a 
PLO terrorist stronghold, has reverted to 

them. 
Units of Israel’s Defense Forces have 

been received by Lebanese Christian com¬ 
munities with prayer, song and flowers. 

Approximately half of Lebanon’s popula¬ 
tion is Christian, with the remainder di¬ 
vided among a number of Moslem sects. 
More than one million Christians live in 
northern Lebanon and along the Lebanon- 
Israel border. The Lebanese civil war of 
1975-76, sparked by the PLO, brought 
great tragedy to the country’s Christian 
community, which suffered tens of thous- 

nads of casualities, dead and wounded, the 
destruction of their homes, churches, 
schools, hospitals, businesses and liveli¬ 
hood. Many Lebanese Christians have, 
since the civil war, been forced into exile 
or have become refugees at the hands of 
the PLO and the Syrian army, which since 
that time, has occupied Lebanon in the eu¬ 
phemistic guise of “peacekeeper”. 

The Christians in southern Lebanon, led 
by Major Saad Haddad, have consistently 
offered stiff resistance to PLO terrorists. 
While many in the western world might 
not have paid much attention to the tragic 
plight of Lebanese Christians, Israel, for 
humanitarian and strategic reasons, has 
provided Lebanese Christians its active 
support. The Lebanese Christians were 
stunned by the indifference and silence of 
the Christian world despite their numer¬ 
ous pleas for help. Major Haddad himself 
declared in Jerusalem that “The luck of 
the Christian community is that our south¬ 
ern neighbor is the Jewish State. Were it 
not for their help, our people would have 
endured indescribable suffering.” 

The events of the last week give the 
Christians of Lebanon a new opportunity 
to once again become a major factor in 
the life of their country. A Lebanon freed 
from PLO threats and intimidation and 
free from the presence and influence of 
the Syrian army could again become a 
truly independent country, a happy nation 
in which members of its dominant Christi¬ 
an community will be able to lead normal 
daily lives and be unhampered in the pur¬ 

suit of their religious identity. 
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[Document 121]: F. Behrendt cartoons 

These cartoons have appeared in various European newspapers in recent months. 
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[Document 122]: “Dry Bones,” 22 June 1982. 

June 22. 1982 
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