This collection presents a revolutionary left Palestinian
perspective to the events of the al-Agsa Intifada, the
spring 2002 Israeli offensive in the West Bank, and the
continuing occupation. These events have left aimost
2000 dead, thousands more wounded, and over 5,000
imprisoned.

The Popular Front For The Liberation Of Palestine
(PFLP) is the largest revolutionary left formation in
Palestine and has been fighting the Israeli occupation
for over 30 years. This collection includes key
documents putting the present Intifada into context,
and outlines the basic demands and aspirations of the
PFLP. It also includes interviews with PFLP leaders,
and communiques of the important events since August
2001. A good and necessary introduction to the
Palestinian resistance movement and the PFLP.
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Terrorist disclaimer: this publication was put together from public
documents on the internet and from translations by a supporter for
the most recent articles. We do not have a direct link to the PFLP in
Palestine or elsewhere. Our intention is to provide an important left
perspective to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict by those actually fighting
on the ground in Palestine, instead of the regular academic
commentators. In this time of intensified imperialist assault
international solidarity becomes even more important as the U.S.
criminalizes and calls “terrorist” the entire Palestinian resistance
movement. We say put the real terrorists in prison - Bush and Sharon!
End the occupation!

recent documents from the PFLP

1996

The first ever Palestinian elections are held in Jerusalem, West Bank and Gaza. Yasser
Arafat is elected as President. The right-wing Likud party under Binyamin Netanyahu
wins the Israeli general election. The peace process is virtually suspended as Israel steps
up building programmes of Jewish settlements in the West Bank and Gaza, withdraws
residency rights for Palestinians in Jerusalem, and imposes entry permits for West Bankers
and Gazans. Widespread protests from Palestinians lead to Isracl implementing many
road closures in the Palestinian Territories. This has a serious impact on Palestinian
economic development and most Palestinians start to get poorer.

1997
UNRWA launches an international emergency appeal for funds to meet worsening
economic and social conditions faced by Palestinian refugees.

May 2000
Israel withdraws from southern Lebanon.

July 2000

Camp David negotiations end inconclusively as President Arafat and Prime Minister
Ehud Barak fail to reach agreement on the future of Jerusalem, and the nature and shape
of the state that the Oslo process will give the Palestinians,

September 2000

President Arafat defers the unilateral declaration of Statehood (that is: declaring the
existence of an independent Palestinian state comprising the West Bank and Gaza) under
international pressure. Seven years of peace negotiations and interim solutions have left
the Palestinians economically poorer, with less freedom of movement and with their
basic, inalienable rights denied. Frustration increases and a second Intifada begins in
the West Bank and Gaza, following a provocative visit by Israeli hard-liner Ariel Sharon
on 28 September al-Haram al-Sharif in Jerusalem, a site sacred to Muslims.

December 2000
Isracli Prime Minister Ehud Barak resigns.

February 2001

Ariel Sharon, former Defence Minister, is elected Prime Minister of Israel. Sharon is
adamant that Palestinians will not be given more land and that there will be no negotiation
until the Intifada has ended.
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a radical voice from Palestine

recent documents from the PFLP

1949

The United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA ) is established under Resolution
302 to provide essential relief services (education, medical, etc) to Palestinian refugees
until they are able to exercise their right to return to their homes. It has remained in
operation ever since. Unlike the UNPCC, UNRWA has no mandate lo guarantee the
safety, security or legal and human rights of the refugees. In the same year. the UN
General Assembly votes to accept Israel as a member of the UN. As a UN member, Israel
declares that it “unreservedly accepts the obligations of the UN charter™.

1947-1970
Jewish settlers arrive from Europe, North and South America. Jewish people are also
foreed 1o leave some Middle Eastern countries such as Morocco, Yemen and [raq.

1951

The United Nations adopts the Refugee Convention, giving human rights protection to
all refugees. However, Article 1D states that the Convention should not apply to those
persons who, at the time, are receiving protection or assistance from UN agencies other
than the UN High Commissioner for Refugees. Since the Palestinian refugees have an
agency devoted to their needs (UNRWA), they are not afforded the protection offered to
all other refugees.

1952

The Law of Citizenship is passed in Israel, giving automatic citizenship to any Jewish
immigrant. The Entrance to Israel Law is also passed, which grants citizenship to non-
Jews on a discretionary basis.

1956

The second Arab-Israeli war breaks out when Egypt nationalises the Suez canal. Britain
and France, whose interests are threatened. lend Israel military support to attack Egypt.
Israel captures the Gaza Strip and the Sinai Peninsula, but hands them back after
international pressure.

1964
The Palestinian Liberation Organisation [PLO] is established by Arab Heads of State
and becomes the national liberation movement of the Palestinian people.

1967

Tension between Israel and its neighbours erupts into the Six-Day War. The armics of
Egypt, Jordan and Syria invade Israel but lose the war. Isracl occupies east Jerusalem,
the West Bank, the Gaza Strip, the Golan Tleights (belonging to Syria) and the Sinai
Peninsula (belonging to Egypt). A further 200,000 Palestinians flee to camps in Jordan,
Syria and Lebanon, and another 335,000 people are internally displaced within the
Occupied Palestinian Territories. InNovember, the UN Security Council passes Resolution
242 that calls on Israel to withdraw from territories occupied in the 1967 war, and states
that that there should be a just settlement of the refugee problem.

1970-1971
PLO groups try to take control of Jordan, sparking a civil war. The Jordanian Government
drives them out by military force. The PLO starts to build a new base in southern Lebanon.
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Israeli settlements in the Gaza Strip, 1992

Palestinian history: a chronology

The current situation in Israel and the Palestinian Territories has a long and complex
history. This chronology provides some key dates. It is important to remember that, for
many centuries, Arabic-speaking Jews, Christians and Muslims successfully lived
alongside each other in the area called “historic Palestine”. The crisis there today is the
latest development in a conflict that began when the first Zionists arrived in Palestine

towards the end of the 19th century.

1880

The total number of residents in Palestine is approximately 480,000, of which around
24,000 (approximately 5 per cent of the population) are Jewish and the remainder Muslim
and Christian. Jewish people in Eastern Europe flee to Western Europe and America
afler massacres in their home countries, and some settle in Palestine. Afler the first
wave of immigration into Palestine in 1881, the number of Jewish scttlers in Palestine
gradually increases.

1897

After the Tsar’s Government in Russia organises massacres against its Jewish citizens,
Theodore Herzl, the founder of the Zionist movement, organises the first Zionist Congress
in Switzerland. The Congress concludes that the only way Jewish people will be safe
from anti-jewish persecution across Europe and Russia is if they have a land and state of
their own. After much debate, Palestine is chosen as the location for a Jewish homeland.

1917

The British capture Palestine from the Ottomans during the First World War. The British
Government promises to cstablish a national home for Jewish people in Palestine. in
what was known as the Balfour Declaration. The Declaration also promises to safeguard
the civil and religious rights of the existing “non-Jewish” communities in Palestine.

1918
The Jewish residents of Palestine own two per cent of the land. Initially, Palestinians
welcome Jewish settlers. but as more arrive, pressure on the land increases.

1922

The League of Nations (forerunner to the United Nations) gives Britain a mandate to
administer Palestine (previously ruled by the defunct Ottoman empire), with the intention
of making it an independent Palestinian state and a national home for Jewish people.
When Britain takes control of Palestine, 93 per cent of the population are Muslim and
Christians, and 7 per cent Jewish (that is, Palestinian Jews and settler Jews including
Zionists).

1920s and 1930s

A series of violent clashes occurs between some Palestinian communities and the more
recently arrived Jewish settlers. Jewish underground guerrilla groups such as Irgun and
Stern are formed to fight for an independent Jewish state,

1935
Jewish people own about 5.5 per cent of the land (equivalent to 12 per cent of the cullivable
land). They acquire it by buying land titles for land that has been farmed by Palestinians
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a radical voice from Palestine

Burj el-Shemali refugee camp, early 1950s

Nahr el-Barad refugee camp, Lebanon 1951

recent documents from the PFLP

for the internal situation in the Palestinian arena.

Fourth. The Political Bureau of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine
demands the release of the Palestinian militants, and in the first place of the
General Secretary of the Front, and the abrogation of the invalid rulings issued
against the heroic resistance fighters who defended and are defending the honor
of their people and the freedom of their country.

Political Bureau, The Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine
Damascus, May 3, 2002

Masses of our Arab people,
Masses of our resistant Palestinian people,

We are marking the odious fifty-fourth anniversary of the rape of Palestine
and the establishment of the Zionist entity on Palestinian land - a dagger in the
heart of the Arab homeland - that took place with the connivance of the colonialists
and before the eyves and ears of the international community.

Our people and we mark this anniversary in the shadow of a fierce Israeli
offensive against our cities, villages, and refugee camps in which killing,
destruction. and brutal aggression were visited upon every living thing. Our
Palestinian people are writing the finest pages of resistance. glory, and steadfastness
in confrontation with the Zionist military machine; they are sacrificing more
virtuous martyrs to ransom the soil of Palestine and its holy places, and to attain
their legitimate national goals, in the first place the right of return. of self
determination, and of creating an independent, sovereign Palestinian state with
Jerusalem as its capital.

We mark this anniversary at a unique time in Arab history, a time when
history is repeating itself tragically, leaving the Palestinian people to their fate
without a supporting stance on the part of the official Arab regime, bringing back
to mind the inability of the Arab regime in 1948 to protect the land of Palestine
and to support the people of Palestine in their resistance to the Zionist attack.

This is a unique time in Arab history, where the Arab regime is unable to
defend pan-Arab security or the security of Arab states, and where the Palestinian
people are fulfilling this role, defending the honor of the Arab Nation as well as
their own.

It is a unique time in Arab history that demands that the official Arab regime
and the Arab peoples and their political forces review the nature of the Arab-
Zionist conflict, and ponder the panorama of the conflict in order to discover the
objective and historical nature of the conflict, and to review their political programs,
their means for taking action, and their national and pan-Arab roles.

This painful anniversary comes in the shadow of the most complicated and
dangerous conditions; in the shadow of the Zionist American offensive in which
this hostile alliance used the most modern American weapons to harvest the lives
of thousands of martyrs and wounded, destroying the structures and institutions
of Palestinian society, with the aim of imposing the dictates and conditions of
surrender upon the Palestinian people, and upon their militant political forces,
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a radical voice from Palestine

were the failure to unify Egypt and Syria, as well as the fact that local ANM
groups in individual countries were preoccupied by their own national agendas.

This reality led to the desire on the part of the ANM (o work toward
constructing a new arena within which to address Arab national issues, with
different leadership and a revised political program.

Consequently, in 1967, the Palestinian branch of the ANM established the
PFLP. Dr. George Habash was elected its first general secretary and Abu Ali
Mustafa, the deputy general secretary. Since that time, the PFLP has conducted
six national conferences, the first in August 1967, and the last in July 2000.

Political Strategy
The strategic vision of the PFLP is based on the following:
1. liberation from Israeli occupation
2. construction of a democratic socicty
3. recognition that the Palestinian people are an integral part of the Arab
Nation
4. recognition that the Palestinian struggle is part of the international
democratic struggle toward liberation, progress, democracy, and social justice

In light of the continuous Israeli occupation of Palestine, the PFLP belicves
that resistance to the occupation through any means is a legitimate right as
understood by international convention.

The PFLP believes that the goals of the Palestinian people (the right to self-
determination, the right to an independent and sovereign Palestinian state with
Jerusalem as its capital, and the right of refugees to return), are to be understood
as transitional measures on the way to establishing a democratic state in historic
Palestine, where all peoples can live as equal citizens, entitled to basic human
rights, regardless of race, religion. color, or sex. The PFLP works toward these
goals through fostering cooperative efforts among Palestinians, the Arab Nation,
and all international progressive forces.

The PFLP strives toward enhancing its international relations and alliances
with states and organizations that work to foster social justice, freedom, and peace,
as well as with those who stand in solidarity with the Palestinian cause. The
PFLP believes that in order to create a world free of exploitation, oppression, and
injustice, it is necessary to confront not only Zionism, but all imperialist aggressive
policies.

Based on this, PFLP strategy includes the following:

1. liberation from occupation:
a. self-determination for the Palestinian people
b. right of refugees to return

c. sovereign Palestinian state with Jerusalem as its capital
d. dismantling of Israeli settlements

10

recent documents from the PFLP

Zionists until they depart from the land of Palestine.

We pledge to the masses of our people throughout the Arab homeland from
the Gulf to the Atlantic Ocean that we will continue the resistance struggle and
the martyrdom operations until our victorious triumph and the establishment of
the State of Palestine with Jerusalem as its capital.

Hail, all hail our heroic martyr and all the martyrs! Glory to the martyrs and
victory to the intifada and resistance struggle! We will surely win!

Forces of the Palestinian Popular Resistance,

Martyr Abu Ali Mustafa Brigades,

The military wing of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine
April 2, 2002

Political Declaration
No to the trial of the Heroes of the Resistance!
Masses of our great Palestinian people, Brave resistance fighters,

The leadership of the Palestine Authority has this day committed a grave
offense against the Palestinian people and the resistance, against the militants
who defend the honor of this people and the honor their leaders and fighters. and
who struggle to attain our national goals.

The Palestine Authority has brought before a military tribunal the heroes
who liquidated the criminal Rehebam Ze’evi, one of the most notorious symbols
of Zionist racist and fascist terrorism and a member of the body that took the
decision o assassinate our comrade the martyr Abu Ali Mustafa, the General
Sccretary of the Popular Front.

This military tribunal and the sentences it issued are rejected and condemned
by the nation and by morality. Symbolically, they represent a trial of all the heroic
militants among our people who are standing proud, persevering, and steadfast in
the face of all this injustice. This trial serves as a cover for all the Israeli pressure
and extortion to which the leadership of the Palestine Authority and our whole
people are subject.

In spite of all the Zionist massacres and the siege that has been imposed on
our people and on the President Abu Ammar (Yasir Arafat) personally, the
leadership of the Palestine Authority has not learned the lessons of all this
aggression and all these sacrifices. From the very beginning we have warned the
Palestine Authority against the policy of submission to and compliance with Israeli
dictates. We told President Abu Ammar that the arrest of comrades will not contain
(he Isracli threat, and will not secure our people from the aggression and sicge
that have been imposed on them. President Abu Ammar has not heeded this good
advice, and the arrest and detention of our comrades and other fighters - whether
in the President’s headquarters, or in the headquarters of Preventive Security in
Ramallah - have been turned into new pretexts for Zionist pressure and extortion.

By pronouncing sentences on our heroic fighters a heavy blow has been
dealt to Palestinian national unity. It will assuredly have many negative
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recent documents from the PFLP

I salute our steadfast people in the Bank and Gaza Strip. I salute the resistance
fighters in Ramallah, the symbol of steadfastness. I salute all the heroic resistance
fighters in the Land of Palestine, and I say to them that victory will be the ally of
the heroic resistance fighter.

Eternal glory to the virtuous martyrs!

Victory to the intifada and the resistance struggle!

Victory to Palestine!

Dr. George Habash
Founder of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine
March 29, 2002

Press Statement

The Palestinian territories today are witnessing the biggest. most violent,
and most serious all-out invasion by the Zionists, armed to the teeth with tanks
and machines. that has been launched against the Palestinian cities and towns in
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. It started with the invasion of the city of Palestinian
steadfastness, Ramallah; and of Tulkarm; while the siege of the Gaza strip was
tightened.

The Palestinian resistance movement is escalating its resistance to this Zionist
aggression in defense of our Palestinian people. This ferocious Zionist offensive
reveals that Sharon is persisting with his war option in response to the resolutions
of the Arab summit and that the Zionist enemy does not grasp any option or offer
of peace. Therefore the following actions are necessary:

First. The Arab League and the Arab summit must respond to this aggression by
convening an extraordinary meeting to declare the cancellation of their strategic
choice of peace.

Second. We call on the Arab states that have relations with Israel to cut those ties
immediately, to close their embassies, and to expel the ambassadors from their
capitals.

Third. Effective practical steps must be taken on the ground to provide protection
to our unarmed Palestinian people, and to open borders to allow moral and military
support to reach our people.

Fourth. The Arab Nation must take to the streets in their rage to declare their
condemnation of the Zionist aggression. We call on the Palestinian forces and the
brigades of the resistance struggle to confront and stand up to the enemy tanks, to
escalate the resistance, to strike the enemy wherever he is, and (o strike deep
inside the Zionist areas and at their settlements.

We demand a different Arab stance from that which emerged from the Arab
summit. It must be an Arab stand that is commensurate with the dangers that our
nation faces, commensurate with the Zionist offensive and Sharon’s renewed plan
aimed at breaking the Palestinians’ steadfastness.

The Arab states that expressed their great enthusiasm for the intifada and
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a radical voice from Palestine

Israel’s Intransigence

Although Israel presents itself as a party willing to make compromises, in
reality, the “facts on the ground™ illustrate clearly its complete intransigence with
respect to any and all negotiations. Barak went to Camp David (the beginning of
the final status negotiations) and brought with him the following conditions on
the Israeli agenda:

a. No withdrawal to the borders of 6 June 1967 (this contradicts UN resolutions
242 and 338);

b. The insistence that the settlements should remain and be annexed to Israel
(this also contradicts all UN and UN Security Council resolutions which consider
all settlements on the West Bank and in Gaza illegal);

c. The denial of the rights of Palestinian people in East Jerusalem and dealing
with Jerusalem in toto as the eternal capital of Israel;

d. The refusal to allow Palestinians to return to the homes from which they have
been expelled since 1948 (contradiction of UN Resolution 194);

e. Israel’s refusal to have a “foreign” army west of the Jordan River. This implies
that if Israel ever acceplts the creation of a Palestinian state (constrained, of course.
by the conditions previously mentioned), it must necessarily be a state without an
army.

It is important to understand the significance of some of these conditions for
Palestinians. The settlements arc an Israeli political project aimed at crushing
Palestinian aspirations for freedom and independence. Any realistic discourse
focused on the creation of a Palestinian state with the coexistence of the settlements
and bypass roads would imply a state without sovereignty. This has always been
one of the main reasons for conflict and confrontation. Israel’s vision of annexing
the already-existing settlements translates into annexation of an additional 15%
of Palestinian lands. At present, there are approximately 200,000 settlers in 140
settlements throughout the West Bank, Gaza and Jerusalem. In Hebron, for
example, 400 Jewish settlers live in the midst of 140,000 Palestinians, and control
20% of the city.

Israel’s expansionist, colonialist policy is a rejection of all decisions of the
international community that state unequivocally that all settlements in the West
Bank and Gaza are illegal and as such must be dismantled.

The refugee problem is another basic issue at the heart of the Palestinian
cause. Refugees were created as a direct result of the Zionist project in Palestine.
Seventy-eight percent of Palestine was occupied in 1948 and as a result,
approximately one million Palestinians were made refugees. During the 1967
War, another half a million refugees were added to this number. Today there are
approximately 4 million refugees living in Lebanon, Syria, and Jordan, as well as
in Palestine itself.

These are the facts and the foundation upon which the present Intifada was
built. The only conclusion to be drawn from all this is that, although Israel speaks
eloquently about peace, it acts as a brutal occupying force on the ground that will
stop at nothing to maintain its power. Oslo aided the Isracli occupation army in
tightening its grip on each and every Palestinian city and village. In addition, the
plans for redeployment as articulated in Oslo have only served to improve Israel’s
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recent documents from the PFLP

policy. The option of resistance struggle and intifada is the shortest and mosl
effective path to attaining the aims of our people, now that the impotence and
failure of ten years of going around in circles over the Zionist security agenda has
been established.
Third. The steadfastness of the Palestinian people, the sacrifices and successes of
their resistance struggle must be sustained. In keeping with the will of the Arab
people, the official Arab regime must end its practice of submission to the American
will by embracing and supporting our people as they resist the occupation and its
attacks. Every means of support must be given to this heroic resistance. The regimes
must cease trying to play the role of a disinterested intermediary. They must cut
all ties with the Zionist Entity State on all levels - political, diplomatic, and
economic. They must use the potentials of the Arab Nation to put pressure the
American administration and its interests to stop its open alignment with the
policy of the Zionist Entity State, its political concealment of its crimes, Massacres,
and mass murders against our people.
Fourth. The international community and its main institution, the United Nations
- whose will the United States insists on falsifying by drafting it into what it calls
its war on terrorism - must implement the Fourth Geneva Convention and provide
temporary international protection for our people as they face the ugliest forms of
massacre. This can serve as a preparation to enable our people to be rid of the
occupation and to exercise their self-determination, to allow for the return of the
people’s refugees to the homes from which they were driven. and to establish
their fully sovereign, independent state with Jerusalem as its capital.

Long live the anniversary of the Day of the Land! Continue the Intifada and
the Resistance until the occupation is driven out! Glory to the martyrs and victory
to our people!

The Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine
March 28, 2002

Responding to the Israeli offensive

An Appeal by Dr. George Habash. founder of the Popular Front for the Liberation
of Palestine and of the Arab Nationalists” Movement

To the masses of our Arab Nation.
To those who have Arab feeling,
To our Palestinian people in the homeland and abroad,

The Zionist enemy has again launched a total war against Palestinian cities,
villages, and refugee camps with military orders to invade the cities of the
Palestinian Bank - Ramallah and Tulkarm - as well as all the cities and villages of
the Bank and Gaza Strip. The enemy is declaring general military mobilization
in the Zionist army, following up with the perpetration of a series of massacres
against our unarmed people in an attempt to break the Palestinians’ resistance
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Theses on Globalisation and
the Palestinian Resistance

Nassar Ibrahim and Majed Nassar

1. 1] There can be little doubt that the anti-globalisation movement has been
garnering increasing public support over the last decade. This support has often
erupted publicly and very explosively, most famously in Seattle in 1999 but also
with remarkable ferocity in Washington, Genoa and Los Angeles etc. Largely in
response to this outpouring of frustration. the discourse of globalisation is
increasingly establishing itself as an important analytic concept within a broad
range of economic and cultural dimensions as the social and political analysts
attempt to play ‘catch-up’ with the popular movement against globalisation.

1. 2] Together, the popular support for anti-globalisation and the development of
an analytical framework to serve this movement represents the creation of an
organisational framework challenging the dynamics of a world market controlled
by multinational corporations. The anti-globalisation movement is a principled
struggle against worldwide policies of the multinational corporations that serve
to increase the social contradictions within countries, between countries and
between the north and the south. Globalisation policies threaten the environment
and increase the rate of poverty and ignorance; they create conditions for the
eruption of cultural and religious conflicts.

1. 3] Globalisation is a product of the information and communication revolution
and impacts on the realms of economics, politics and culture. This process is
exploited by capital in developed countries to promote the global rule of
multinational corporations. At the same time, the material and ideological
motivations of the western developed countries are still responding to imperialist
practices which attempt to impose the western social and cultural model that is
regarded by the Western powers to be the ultimate ‘point of destination’ for all
cultures and nations.

1. 4] The combined domination of the multinational corporations and Western
imperialism entails the control of other States as the western States seek 10 repress
variety in the world populations and subsume other national, cultural and social
characteristics to their own. At the same time, the politics of domination create
within victim nations and cultures the conditions for destructive violence and
conflict leading the world into a circle of war and self-destruction.

1.5] The framework of the globalisation debate allows for an examination of the
role of imperialism in relation to modern economic forces in general, and multi-
national corporations specifically. In this regard, while globalisation is often
portrayed as States acquiescing to the demands of multinational corporations, the
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Ahmad Saadat on his arrest

Press Release issued by Ahmad Saadat,

General Secretary of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine
while under the detention of the Palestinian Authority

January 25, 2002

In response to reports that political and security sources in the Palestine
Authority present my arrest as part of an attempt to discover the location of the
heroic comrades accused of killing the racist Zionist minister Rehebam Ze’evi. [
am distressed that such statements have been made. They do not excuse or detract
from the true issue of my arrest, which openly affronts all sincere efforts to raise
the unity of our people and their political forces in defending themselves in the
war waged by Sharon against their existence, principles, and national rights. 1
affirm the following facts:

First. 1t is delusional to believe that the Popular Front will entertain the notion of
bargaining for the lives and freedom of its heroic comrades, and whoever has
succumbed to this way of thinking would be wise to refamiliarize himself with
our organization’s legacy. The freedom of comrades is not even a matter for
discussion in our central bodies. The leaders of the Popular Front will defend the
freedom of their comrades at any cost, including their own lives. The Popular
Front will remain the spearhead of the mass democratic struggle to safeguard
democracy and to end all political arrests and the pursuit of militants.

Second. The Palestinian leadership must understand that its compliance with
Isracli-American pressures and dictates only moves it from one narrow cormer (o
an even narrower one. It invites even further pressures being brought to bear
against it, leading to an endless and unacceptable series of dictates. It will reverse
the achievements won by our people’s sacrifices over the nearly sixteen months of
intifada and resistance. The policy of tightening the noose on Palestinian militants
accommodates the forces of Zionist occupation, but it will not satisfy them, as
their appetite for our destruction is insatiable.

Third. The amelioration of our people’s plight and the promotion of their national
cause require utilizing all the resources at our disposal, contained within various
political forces, to reorder the internal Palestinian situation and its institutions on
patriotic and democratic bases. The objectives also require drawing up a strategic
political program for continuing the intifada and the resistance in defense of our
people and their firm principles. Therefore, it is the obligation of all patriotic and
Islamic forces to wage the democratic struggle to safeguard our people’s unity
and tighten their ranks while expanding the scope of that struggle to social, as
well as political, realms. Democracy is the wall that protects our unity, increases
our strength dozens of times over, and provides the best method for opposing the
aggression of the racist, Zionist Sharon government.
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a radical voice from Palestine

m.coc. 4 million people. to whom Isracl denies the right to return to their homeland
in violation of international law established by the United Nations Security Council.

2. 4] Though these colonial acts were legitimised in terms of sccuring the well
being of the Jewish people, the actions of the western powers were performed at a
crucial stage in the formation of global power relationships and served to establish
a bridge across which the western powers could protect the interests of global
capitalism in the Middle East.

2. 5] As such, Israel was established as part of an imperial project in the region,
making use of the Jewish tragedy to legitimate its own goals. In this way, the
majority of the Jewish people are also victims of the colonial project in the Middle
East. The interests of the Jews do not lie in gaining the hostility of the Arab
nations and expelling the Palestinians; the Jewish tragedy in Europe does not
justify the making the Palestinian people victims of the western colonial ambitions.

2. 6] In the global division of labour, the State of Isracl became the Border Police
of imperialism and as such, had three tasks to fulfil: to control Arab resources
and especially oil, to act as a bulwark against any revolutionary rise from within
the Arab nations and to face the Communist progression in the Middle East,
represented at that time by the Soviet Union.

2. 7] The Palestinian tragedy is the consequence of the imperial globalisation
policy that is based on oppression, occupation and unlimited support for Israel in

recent documents from the PFLP

heinous crime that has robbed us of our long-standing comrade for over half a
century, reaffirms that the Zionist enemy is determined to annihilate the leaders
of our revolution and its cadres in order to force us to surrender.

This enemy has apparently not leamned the lessons of history. The enemy
has not yet learned that the Palestinian people, who have offered hundreds of
leaders and thousands of fighters, will not kneel in surrender. On the contrary, we
will persevere in the struggle no matter how long it takes to regain our rights and
the rights of our nation. We will remain steadfast in the struggle until the Zionist,
colonialist project is defeated.

On this day we remember Ghassan Kanafani, Guevara Gaza, Al Amassi,
Abu Jihad, Abu Iyad, Faisal Husseini; and before them we remember Al-Qassam
and Abd al-Qader Al-Husseini, and countless others who have fallen in the battle
for Palestine. Their sacrifice and their memory motivales us to persevere.

As I convey to our people and to the Arab Nation the loss of Abu Ali Mustafa
whose determination, courage, and strength distinguished him over so many years,
I assure you that the shedding of his blood will not be in vain. His comrades and
his people will inhale the strength of his soul and become stronger and more
determined to continue the struggle for freedom and independence.

We are proud to remember that until his death, Abu Ali Mustafa proclaimed
loudly and clearly that the foul war of Sharon will not frighten us. Neither will it
subdue us or force us to deviate the path of revolution — the path to freedom and
victory.

Our people, who have lost a teacher and a leader, know that Abu Ali Mustafa
was an exceptional man who had the charism of a great leader. Our people will
continue to learn from him and from his spirit of resistance — his patience. his
determination, his strong will to force out the occupier and fulfill the dream of the
right to return and the establishment of an independent, sovereign Palestinian
state with Jerusalem as its capital.

On this sad and painful occasion, I turn to all brave comrades of the PFLP
and all members of the Palestinian revolution at home and abroad: I call on them
to remain faithful, not only to Abu Ali Mustafa but also to all those who have
sacrificed their blood for the sake of Palestine and for the Arab Cause. We promise
you, dear Abu Ali. that the Popular Front that you helped to establish on the
foundation of a spirit of
resistance will continue
to march on the same
road, no matter how
long and ireacherous it
is, no matter how much
we will have to sacnifice.
The destructive tactics of
the enemy will neverkill
our steadfastness or our
will to resist.
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a radical voice from Palestine

Isracli occupation is described as “terror’ that should be ended by any means,
thereby negating the present validity of Palestinians as humans and who would
therefore be entitled to the rights of humans.

3. 3] For the western media, Israeli aggression, wars and massacres are described
as ‘the right to self-defence’ by ‘democratic Isracl’. In this representation, Israel
confronts violent Arabs and Palestinians who do not understand democracy. Israel
represents a symbol of civilisation and democracy with the right to set standards
of justice and punishment and to have authority over those who do not conform to
its will.

3. 4] At the same time, the western media creates a distorted image of the Arabs
and Palestinians in the western imagination. The media creates stereotypes that
encourage hatred and rancour. This construction degrades Arab religious and
cultural beliefs, and creates the conditions for a ‘confrontation of cultures’.

3. 5] In sum, the Isracli negation of the Palestinian people is packaged with the
western distortion of the Arabs in the globalised media. Both aspects embody a
racist dimension that denies the particularities of the ‘other’, denies their human
rights, denies their cultural characteristics and denies their human experience.
Israel appears as a superior entity with the right to bring other nations to justice.

The peace process and globalisation

4. 1] Based on its military power, the support of the USA and a perception of the
Arab world as primitive, Israel’s vision of attaining peace is to be realised through
a process in which it has the sole right to dictate the conditions of that peace. This
mi_cw.wm the scope, if any, of the realisation of the human rights of the Palestinian
people.

4. 2] This scope is based on a list of ‘no’s’: no to the right of return, no to the
admission of the historical and political rights to the Palestinians in Jerusalem,
no to the removal of the settlements, no to a sovereign Palestinian State.

4. 3] In order to dictate this version of peace. Israel is fully prepared to degrade
the lives of Palestinians by limiting their movement and transportation,
assassinations, detention, sieges, the destruction of homes and agricultural stock.

4. 4] Israel is not seeking peace, but to impose surrender.

4. 5] The peace process that began in the Madrid conference at the beginning of
the 90s, was set in the framework of the US-Israel alliance, and moved on due to
the collapse of the Soviet Union and the results of the Gulf war. In this process,
the US vision of the post-soviet era as a “New World Order,” matched the Isracli
wish for a “New Middle East.”

22

On the assassination of Abu Ali Mustafa

Press Office
Ramallah, August 27, 2001

The Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) mourns the death
of its leader, the general secretary, Abu Ali Mustafa, who was assassinated by (he
Isracli army on the morning of 27 August 2001. Abu Ali Mustafa, the head of the
second largest group within the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), was
murdered by Sharon and his government. Sharon, however, acts with the full
support and backing of the U.S. administration who bears full responsibility for
the new escalation in the Middle East. due to its uncritical, unconditional, and
blind support of the Israeli occupation of Palestinian lands.

Abu Ali Mustafa was elected general secretary of the PFLP last year. after
Dr. George Habash (Al-Hakim) stepped down from the role. Abu Ali, a long-
standing comrade of Al-Hakim, was a member of the PFLP since its inception in
1967. Abu Ali held the position of deputy general secretary until the PFLP’s
Sixth National Conference, where he was elected general secretary.

Born in Palestine in 1938 in Arraba, near Jenin, Abu Ali lived most of his
adult life in exile until he returned home in 1999. He was part of the resistance
movement against the Israeli occupation and fulfilled his duties from abroad as
well as from Palestine.

In representing the PFLP, Abu Ali understood clearly his role and the role of
the PFLP in expressing a radical humanistic vision for the Middle East problem.
He was adamant and articulate in presenting this vision and loyal to the principles
of the party. He defended the Palestinian cause and the inalienable rights of the
Palestinian people, foremost among them, the right of refugees to return and the
right to establish a sovereign and independent Palestinian state with Jerusalem as
its capital. He called for the dismantling of all Israeli settlements and for continuing
the Palestinian resistance movement until the Isracli occupation is brought to an
end.

He presented the vision of an all-encompassing Palestinian state where people
would live together in freedom regardless of their race, religion, or color. He
called for a true democratic society where the rights of the majority are protected
by the fulfillment of the rights of the minorities. He called the Palestinian resistance
movement against the Israeli racist, colonialist occupation, a duty for every
Palestinian and for every person who believes in equality, justice, and peace.

Abu Ali Mustafa lived and died defending the Palestinian cause and the
rights of the Palestinian people. As the PFLP, and all the Palestinian people,
mourn its leader, the PFLP vows to continue the Intifada and the Palestinian
resistance movement until the Isracli occupation is over.

The Life of Abu Ali Mustafa
Abu Ali Mustafa (Mustafa Ali Al-Ali Zabri) joined the Arab National
Movement in 1955 and becaime a member of the Arab National Association in
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a radical voice from Palestine

5. 3] The pathetic efforts of the leaders of the Arab countries and the European
mediators provide a bitter irony in their altempt to make the Palestinians accept a
settlement that negates their sovereignty and independence.

5. 4] The role of the anti-globalisation movement is not a matter of wishing success
to the Palestinian struggle. but to share in the struggle and to help it to victory. It
is a duty for the anti-globalisation movement all over the world to raise the flag of
defence of Palestinian rights, freedom and independence. It is an expression of
faithfulness and commitment to an alternative to the neo-liberal globalisation.
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a radical voice from Palestine

QUESTION: Is your organization really united behind such a position?

IBRAHIM: Of course we have a varicty of opinions within the PFLP. But we
think that’s positive. Parties which refuse to allow differing opinions become
stagnant. The important thing is to stay unified. despite having different opinions.
We have adopted a new approach to democratic centralism. We have struck a
balance so that the democracy does not end in chaos and the centralism does not
become authoritarian.

QUESTION: How does this balance look with respect to the question of the
autonomy authorities?

IBRAHIM: There are PFLP members who work with the Palestinian Authority.
Members of our organization are not banned from working with this authority.
PFLP members work in civil, health, and cultural associations. We were active in
those areas even before the Oslo Agreement was signed. These associations only
became part of the Palestinian Authority afterwards. Our members will stay active
within them. But PFLP members are prohibited from taking part in the political
offices. forces of repression, or negotiating committees of the Palestinian Authority.

QUESTION: In the past few months, Arafat has been waving the issue of a national
dialogue with all Palestinian groups like a fist in the face of the Israeli government.
Is the PFLP being pressured to take part in such a process?

IBRAHIM: We have always stated that we support a dialogue between different
Palestinian forces. But we don’t want a dialogue just for the sake of talking, nor
do we want to take part in a process which is just a front for the Palestinian
Authority’s policies.

There have been pseudo-conferences under the motto of “National Dialogue™
before, bul the Palestinian Authority has never been willing to change its course.
Because the differences among Palestinian groups with respect to the Oslo
Agreement are so vast. there is no basis right now for a dialogue.

QUESTION: Do you have any dialogue with the Israeli lef?

IBRAHIM: The Israeli left is very weak. With the few forces that are willing, we
do have contacts at all levels and we organize joint protests and informational
meetings. We hope that the leftist forces in Israel will gain in importance. The
PFLP has no problems with the citizens of Isracl. We want to live together with
them in equality. (

QUESTION: Do leftist organizations like the PFLP see any danger in the rise of
Islamic groups like Hamas?

IBRAHIM: In many parts of the world, religious forces have gained in strength
since the decline of the left. In Palestine, the Islamists have decades of tradition
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recent documents from the PFLP

of the Popular Front as a precedent that was the first of its kind in the history of
contemporary Palestinian activity. This group regards the organizations that carry
out military operations as terrorist groups and displayed readiness to return to the
negotiations. But [ believe that the movement of the masses is stronger, and this
is an indication that the second group has failed to stop the armed resistance.
Probably the Oslo group is no longer holding all the cards on the ground as it
formerly did. This fact convinces me that the basic armed organizations, including
Fateh, have moved from battling to defend the policies of the Authority to a position
of defending the people instead, and of resisting the occupation regardless of the
opinion of the Authority. This shows that the organizations in the field of practical
activity are moving now, in the one single direction of resisting the occupation
and holding fast to the option of Intifada and resistance. On this basis it would be
difficult for the Authority to stop the Intifada even if it wanted to do so.

QUESTION: Is there any point in relying on the Israeli left?

FU'AD: We must not rely on them because Israeli society is moving towards the
right and extremism represents the majority. These [leftist] phenomena leave their
mark around the world but domestically they are very weak. In my estimation if
Sharon fell, and this is probably going to happen, the new choice would be someone
even more rightist. Based on this. we must not place great hopes on them [the
Isracli left]. We must not live in the illusion that there are contradictions that will
lead to the victory of the group it represents. These phenomena will grow with the
increase in Palestinian steadfastness and the continuation of the armed operations.
We must understand that this contradiction or opposition within Zionist society
will never be the definitive factor in a basic change of the Zionist tendency with

¥ -

4 PFLP militants arrested by Arafat, accused of killing Israeli minister Rehebam Ze'evi
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a radical voice from Palestine

IBRAHIM: Unfortunately, not much has changed. Despite the Oslo Agreement,
the occupation continues. The land and the people. except for a few cities, are still
controlled by Israel, and they continue to suffer. So human rights violations
continue. Some examples: the comprehensive blockades by Isracl, which prevent
Palestinians from going to work. That results in great financial and psychological
strain for people. Then there are the arbitrary arrests at Israeli checkpoints in
Palestinian areas, usually without reason. Houses belonging to Palestinian families
are destroyed because they supposedly had no building permits. But at the same
time, Israel continues to build settlements on Palestinian land. And the torture of
Palestinian prisoners is still allowed under Israeli law.

QUESTION: What is the situation of political prisoners in Palestine?

IBRAHIM: The number of Palestinian and Arab political prisoners in Israel is
about 3,500. People can be held without charge for 6 months. This time period
can be extended, so it’s possible for people to be held for more than 6 years
without being convicted of anything. 150 political prisoners are under the age of
18. The prisoners are dispersed between 12 different prisons, some of which are
just tent camps in the desert. The conditions for prisoners are very hard, especially
as far as their health is concerned, which is why 500 or so are very ill. Visits are
only occasionally allowed. At the present time, we have launched a campaign for
Mohammad Raja Nerat. alias Abou Rafaa. He was born in 1929 and has been in
prison for more than 25 years. Although he is very ill. he has no chance for
release, because he is serving a life sentence, which for Palestinians means they
will die in prison. Recently he sent a very personal letter to Palestinian and
international organizations. He knows that he doesn’t have long to live, but in his
letter, he asks people not to forget him. We feel his case is exemplary of the
situation of political prisoners in Palestine.

Interviewed by Peter Nowak for ‘Sezialistische Zeitung' No 1 1998. Translated by Arm The Spirit

QUESTION: How long will the Palestinian organizations limit their operations
to the territories occupied in 19677

FU'AD: In light of the criminal escalation that the Zionist enemy is undertaking,
their destruction of refugee camps, and their killing of children. there is no longer
any justification for any organization paying attention to the pressures exerted by
powers supportive of Istael, whetheras regards cease-fires or as regards not carrying
out operations in the part of Palestine occupied in 1948. A number of Palestinian
organizations have begun to return to carrying out operations inside the 1948
territories. This explains the return of the organizations that had been content to
limit their operations to attacking the Israeli army once again to carry out military
actions inside Tel Aviv, Natanya, and the part of Jerusalem occupied since 1948.
In my opinion, the ban that some armed organizations placed on operations in the
1948 territories has completely ended despite the pressures being exerted upon
them.

QUESTION: Where will things be going after the escalation of the Palestinian
operations?

FU'AD: After the Madrid Conference, there were two predominant points of view.
First. there was that of the Authority and those orbiting around it that can be
summed up as saying that the option of a political settlement is the only option
whereby the Palestinian people can attain their national rights; that the option of
armed struggle is finished and is of no benefit after this group signed the Oslo

United Nations vehicle crushed in Jenin during Israeli offensive
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a radical voice from Palestine

meaning the different national conditions faced by Palestinians in the countries
where they live. We did not place enough emphasis on social and democratic
struggle. For us today, national liberation also means social liberation. With respect
to internationalism, we still view the line of internationalism as an important
strategic line. The mistakes we made with respect to internationalism were related
to our failure to criticize the practices of the Soviet Union. Today we believe that
strategic alliances with allies and friends must be accompanied by criticisms.
Because criticism is necessary (o stay on the correct path.

This is a very complex issue. The failure of the PLO in the late 1980s gave
a great boost to the Islamists. Then came the collapse of the Soviet Union, the
crisis of the leftist ideology. and the failure of the Palestinian left (including the
PFLP) to create an altemative. The Islamist organizations have a long history as
well, one which can roughly be broken down into two phases: the phasc before
the first Intifada, and the phase after this Intifada. Before, they viewed the left as
their main opposition and there were frequent bloody clashes. The Islamists had
this approach: first eliminate the left, then take on the Israeli occupation forces.
So they were tolerated by Israel at that time and were able to create a vast
infrastructure in Palestinian society. At that same time, the leftist forces were
being bitterly attacked by Isracl. By the time the Intifada began, the left was
already bleeding and the Islamists were gaining in strength. But they had to make
a choice: continue with their old ways. or struggle together in the Intifada. They
chose the latter. Any other choice would have alienated them within Palestinian
society. so this created a dynamic whereby the Islamists became a problem for
Israel. This situation also altered the reality for the left. It’s important to stress
that the main contradiction in the view of the left has always been the occupation.
That’s because this occupation is aimed at liquidating the Palestinian people. So
the left cooperates with the Islamists in the struggle against the occupation. This
is literally a question of survival. Of course there are contradictions involved in
this. There are ideological differences, differences in terms of social viewpoints.
and differences with respect to the questions of women, the family, education,
democracy, personal freedoms, and so on.

QUESTION: Did the Palestinian left emerge from the first Intifada in a weakened
position? If yes. why?

MAJDALAWI: The entire Palestinian liberation movement and all Palestinian
organizations emerged from the first Intifada in a weakened condition. The Intifada
itself was by no means weak. but its political culmination. the Oslo Accords, was
a wasted effort which left all groups worse off than they were before the uprising.

QUESTION: How did the cooperation between the leftist people’s commitiees
and the religious forces work?

MAIJDALAWTI: The Islamist forces were not part of the united national leadership
at that time. The national leadership consisted of Fatah, the PFLP, the DFLP, and
the People’s Party. Nor were the Islamists politically or organizationally active in
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SAADAT: The anniversary of the Disaster (al-Nakba), 15 May 1948, arouses in
us great grief and kindles within us feelings that one cannot express, particularly
as the 54th anniversary of the Disaster comes as we are still groaning under the
occupation. 1 say to our people in all their political organizations, including the
Palestine Authority, the time has come for us to stop, think, and evaluate the
stages through which our struggle has passed, in particular the most recent period,
since the Oslo Agreement, and for us to derive lessons and carve out correct
policies that can put the Palestinian people in the position and framework that
they must be in as a people fighting for freedom, and so that we can regain the
Arab and Nationalist dimension of support for the cause. For the attainment of
our goals there must be a democratic, collective leadership that rules on the basis
of a political program.

Biographical data on Ahmad Saadat “Abu Ghassan”

« Born in 1953 in al-Bireh, the West Bank. His family originally was from the evacuated
village of Dayr Tarif in the al-Ramleh district.

* Graduate of the Teachers Institute in Ramallah in 1975, majoring in mathematics,

* Married with four children.

» Regularly resides in the city of al-Bireh.

= Joined the ranks of patriotic work in the framework of student activity since his earliest
youth after the defeat of June 1967.

» Joined the ranks of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine in 1969,

= First arrested in February 1969, tor 3 months.

» Second arrest in April 1970. Spent 28 months in the occupation’s prisons.

= Third arrest in March 1973 for ten months.

= Fourth arrest May 1975 for 45 days.

« Fifth arrest in May 1976 for four years.

+ Sixth arrest in November 1985 for two-and-a-half years.

* Seventh arrest in August 1989, administrative detention for nine months.

* Eighth arrest in August 1992, administrative detention for 13 months.

« Arrested and detained in the prisons of the Palestine Authority three times (prior lo the
current detention in the year 2002) in December 1995, January 1996, and in March 1996.
» Took on various responsibilities inside and outside prison. Elected member of the General
Central Committee of the Popular Front in its Fourth Congress in 1981.

» Re-clected a member of the General Central Committee of the Popular Front and a
member of the Political Bureau in the Fifth National Congress of the Popular Front in
1993, while he was confined under administrative detention.

» The Comrade was a member of the branch committee of the Popular Front in the Occupied
homeland and became responsible for the West Bank Branch in 1994,

« He was re-clected to membership in the General Central Committee and the Political
Bureau at the Sixth National Congress of the Popular Front in the year 2000,

« He was elected General Secretary of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine at
the beginning of October 2001 afler the assassination of the outstanding leader, General
Secretary Abu Ali Mustafa, toward the end of August 2001,

» He was taken into custody by the Palestine Authority by means of a trick on January 15,
2002.

» Along with other PFLP comrades, General Secretary Ahmad Saadat was transferred by
the Palestine Authority to a Prison in Jericho under the supervision of American and
British jailers on May 1, 2002.
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a radical voice from Palestine

struggle, the left has always been active in Palestine and South Lebanon. At the
popular level. the left did what it could to expose the failings of the Oslo Accords.
We tried to convince the people not to be led astray by the Palestinian bourgcoisie,
the Israelis, and the Americans, At the pan-Arab level, the PELP was very active,
particularly among the Arab masses in other countries, to convince the various
independent Arab parties, trade unions, and popular initiatives of the dangers of
the Oslo Accords. We wanted to see the creation of an Arabic popular front against
the normalization with Zionism, with Israel, and with imperialism. At the inner-
Palestinian level, the left fought for democracy and against corruption within the
Palestinian Authority. The PFLP also organized protests and supported the
struggles by political prisoners in Israeli and Palestinian jails. In the schools and
universities, the PFLP organized resistance to the Oslo Accords and its after effects.
Isracl and the CIA, by means of the Wye River Accord in 1999, tried to exert
influence over Palestinian schoolchildren. They wanted the Palestinian Authority
to rewrile all textbooks and insert more neutral positions to create an atmosphere
friendly towards that USA and Israel. It was only by means of intensive efforts
that these plans were foiled. The left did a lot of base work and explaining among
the population, and this led to abroad front in resistance to the new pro-imperialist
educational curriculum. These are some examples of the daily tasks which the
left undertook since 1993 to resist the Oslo Accords.

The left also started to reach out in new directions. The left has been able in
recent years to send its political cadre to neighboring countries and the occupied
Palestinian territories in order to directly support the struggle of the people against
the occupation. Our comrades are at the front lines of the protests in the new
Intifada. The greatest achievement of left in its struggle against the Oslo dynamic
is the fact that its political work has been well-received by the Palestinian public,
to the point that a Palestinian red line has now been drawn which the official
Palestinian leadership may not step over. This red line stands for the fundamental
rights of the Palestinian people which no representative may violate, namely:
self-determination, a Palestinian state with East Jerusalem as the capital, the right-
to-return for millions of Palestinian refugees, an end to the occupation, and the
dismantling of Israeli settlements.

QUESTION: What relevance does the left have in the new Intifada?

MAIJDALAWTI: The left. by means of its work of political explanation over the
past few years, has strengthened the political atmosphere for the Intifada. At
present, the left is involved in all activities of the new Intifada. The left is present
on the streets, in the upper coordinating committees, as well as in the people’s
committees, and is involved in tasks such as caring for poor families, creating
political committees, supporting political prisoners, and so on. The left is also
involved in the armed struggle as well.

QUESTION: How does the Palestinian left now view the perspective for liberation?

MAJDALAWI: The left views the liberation process as a double-faced process:
32

recent documents from the PFLP

SAADAT: The President knows that I am against the arrest and against the
agreement that 1 consider a hand-over by another means. The hand-over was
carried out to a third party that supervises and implements the agreement that
provides for our imprisonment. The agreement is an arrangement that provides
for the lifting of the siege from the President in return for the six of us being
confined in a distant prison under Palestinian guardianship and under supervision
and oversight of an Anglo-American team.

When I was told of the agreement I told President Arafat before we were
transferred to Jericho that we must not give Sharon the opportunity to make a
success of his program or to hide his political aim which is specifically to nullify
the Palestine Authority in the West Bank or to re-occupy it and implement a
program that we could call an agreement on the division of tasks. Sharon came in
with a political program and in the end the matter was changed into a security
program after the world rejected his political program. It was in this spirit that I
spoke. I did not accept the agreement. If I was against the arrest in the first place,
how is it possible for me to accept or agree with being taken as a prisoner under
Anglo-American supervision and oversight?

QUESTION: Did the President reply to what you had to say?
SAADAT: No. He did not reply.

QUESTION: When did you tell him that?

SAADAT: Several hours before we were transferred.

QUESTION: Do you believe that you and the five others and the international
fact-finding committee to Jenin paid the price of lifting the siege from the President?

SAADAT: At least we six paid the price. Particularly since the provisions of the
agreement that was concluded specify the need for us six to remain inside the
prison and that the release of any one of us constitutes the abrogation of the
agreement.

QUESTION: Do you expect the President to release you personally should the
Palestine Supreme Court rule to that effect, particularly since it is reviewing the
matter now?

SAADAT: No. [editor’s note: the Supreme Court ruled after this interview that
Saadat’s arrest was illegal and unconstituational, as he has not been charged with
any crime, and that he should be released immediately. The Palestinian Authority
has ignored the ruling.]

QUESTION: Do you see the agreement ending the siege of the Church of the
Nativity as a copy of the agreement on “al-Mugata’ah” or something else?
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a radical voice from Palestine

first Intifada. This is evident in the high number of Palestinian casuallies.

Thirdly, the national leadership of the Intifada is much better organized
than it was before. So it has been in a position to organize the activities of the
Intifada while at the same time maintaining civil activities such as schools,
businesses, etc. An attempt has been made to accommodate both of these aspects.

Fourthly, this new Intifada has a great deal of solidarity in various Arab
countries. The massive solidarity demonstrations on Arab streets have been
supported by several regimes.

QUESTION: What are the most significant political tendencies in the Palestinian
resistance movement according to the PFLP?

MAJDALAWI: In general, we can identify the following tendencies: The tendency
of the national bourgeoisie, mainly represented by Fatah. This line is led politically,
socially, and ideologically by the bourgeoisie. The movement’s base, however, is
represented by the poor masses of the Palestinian society, for example the youths
in the refugees camps. Then there is the Islamist tendency. whose leadership
comes mainly from the middle classes. It’s base is rather mixed. This tendency
benefits from the fact that Palestinian society is traditionally a religious society.
Then there is the leftist tendency. This tendency is represented by the PFLP and
the DFLP. The activists of this tendency come from the Palestinian proletariat.
This tendency also includes other organizations, such as the People’s Party
(formerly the Communist Party), the FIDA group, the Front of People’s Struggle,
and many individual persons. This tendency encompasses all progressive, secular,
and democratic forces. These forces are all based more or less around Marxism.

QUESTION: How would you describe the present situation of the Palestinian left
and what is your political position towards the uprising?

MAIJDALAWI: In the past few years, the Palestinian left has been able to spread
its roots in Palestinian society. Previously, the Palestinian left was weakened by
two main factors: the collapse of the Soviet Union and the socialist bloc and the
general crisis of the left around the globe. But it’s possible to say that the retreat
by the Palestinian left was less than that suffered by the left in Europe and elsewhere
in the world. The PFLP enjoys a special form of credibility among the Palestinian
people. By its various forms of struggle and its correct social and political analyses,
the PFLP has credibility. The leftist positions with respect to uprisings are united
with the goals of the Intifada. The goals are: an end to the Israeli occupation, the
creation of Palestinian statec with real sovereignty and Jerusalem as its capital,
and a guaranteed right-to-return for Palestinian refugees. There is unity around
all of these points. So we are all convinced that the Intifada must not end until
these goals have been reached. One point where there is disagreement is to what
degree the left should participate in the Palestinian Authority. The PFLP and the
DFLP are opposed to participation in the Palestinian Authority. There is also
disagreement as to what forms of struggle should be used against the occupation.
Some people say that it would be better to avoid violence, for example.
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institutions. But when we lose hope in their ability to respond to what is needed
according to the logic of the demands of our people we must be outside, just like
any political party at times takes part in the existing political establishment and
sometimes is outside il.

The Popular Front, like all political forces, is called upon not simply to talk
about change but to wage a struggle for it. History has not recorded any class or
stratum or political group that answered to the need for change automatically by
itself. Events happen through popular democratic stuggle that imposes change
on those who don’t want it.

QUESTION: If President Arafat called on you and said, ‘come, let us for a new
government in accordance with a change in method and behavior and not simply
changes in personalities,” what would you do?

SAADAT: If he called on us, we would ask him to implement two things: first, to
conduct a national dialogue embracing all the social and political forces and trends
to evaluate the past stage and redefine the strategic political vision for managing
the struggle. Second, it would be necessary for President Arafat and the Palestinian
leading bodies to implement the resolutions of the last Central Council session
that demand reconstruction of the National Council and the popular organizations,
in addition to the achievements on the ground that have become obsolete and that
must be posed once anew.

We will never participate in any body or committee that does not have a
political basis. The basis for our participation is that we agree on the political
vision of this or that body. .
QUESTION: Do you think there can be a national dialogue while the General
Secretary of the Popular Front is in prison?

SAADAT: I would suppose thatif there were no acceptance of the General Secretary
of any organization remaining outside of it, then there would be no acceptance of
this dialogue.

QUESTION: But you represent the second biggest organization in the Palestine
Liberation Organization. There are bonds of blood and historic relations between
the Popular Front and the Fateh Movement, led by President Arafat.

SAADAT: We arc proud of those bonds. They are what link us to all the militants
among our people and the militant leaderships. But there is a mistake that needs
correcting.

QUESTION: You mean the mistake represented by the incarceration of yourself
and four other cadres of the Popular Front accused of killing Ze’evi?

SAADAT: Not just our incarceration. This is a part of a general policy. There are
people who were arrested before us, and some who will be arrested after us. The
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Iinterview with Rhmad Saadat

Ahmad Saadat was elected General Secretary of the PFLP
afier the assassination of Abu Ali Mustafa, August 27, 2001.
Saadat was arrested by the Palestinian Authority on
January 15th, 2002 because of pressure by the Israelis and
Americans for the assassination, in November 2001, of the
Zionist minister Rehebam Ze'evi by the PFLP 5 military
wing. The action was a retaliation for the Israeli
assassination of PFLP leader Abu Ali Mustafa. This
interview with the PFLP newspaper Al-lladaf took place
sometime from late November 2001 to early January 2002.

AL-HADAF: A lot has been said about the existence of different trends within the
Front. one moderate and the other extremist. How do you respond to that? Is the
Front free from internal differences or different orientations? What are the
mechanisms for internal dialogue within the Popular Front on the different levels
of its hierarchy? Is there any concern about the Front’s unity?

SAADAT: It is not strange or wrong for there to be struggle over politics and
ideas inside the Front. In fact, that is the natural logic of internal life for any
democratic left-wing party. Stormy debate over ideas, policies, and organizational
matters gives life and liveliness to any party that strives to renew itself and to
follow the new developments in reality. It is unnatural and inappropriate for there
to be personal struggles always tied to private interests of individuals that are
expressed most of the time in primitive. tribalistic ways, in the form of unprincipled
coteries that practice sabotage inside and outside the party, tossing aside the
organizational rules that govern relations of the members of the party with its
bodies, and the relations of the party bodies inside the hierarchy and structure of
the party. These bring the subject of struggles down to the lowest level and prevent
their development and elevation to a level where they respond to the concerns and
needs of the people and their national and democratic cause.

An end was put to this personal form of struggle in the life of the Popular
Front more than two decades ago, although features of it reappear in times of
stagnation and crisis. But these are only secondary and marginal manifestations
that do not affect the course of the Party.

The essential issue that we must emphasize is that the Popular Front is the
most inclined of any of the organizations in the Palestinian national movement to
muster the courage to address its situation, problems, and contradictions. This is
not only internally, but also realistically on the political and public mass level.
People who refer to the documents from the Popular Front’s past congresses will
see the depth and responsibility of the political review that the Front has given
itself at every stage. They will sce the courage in its self-criticism of mistaken
points of view. The documenis of the Sixth National Congress in their various
political and organizational aspects did not depart from this basis. In the basic
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QUESTION: Don’t you think that what you said about the American position
contradicts the vision that President George Bush presented of two states for two
peoples, or is that in accord with Sharon’s vision of a settlement?

SAADAT: I believe that the contradiction between Sharon’s government and the
American political rhetoric that talks of a settlement is just apparent. In particular,
the American talk that is only about a state could agree with what Sharon wants.
America has not used its influential role on the international political level to
compel Sharon to implement all the international legal resolutions. This apparent
contradiction takes place in the framework of the bilateral discussions between
Sharon and America. We cannot build on that in order to win America’s standpoint
over to the side of the struggle of our people because of the position that Israel
occupies in the framework of the comprehensive and regional strategic vision of
defending the new world order and American interests in the Middle East region.

QUESTION: What is your view of the Arab initiative?

SAADAT: For there to be an initiative, there must be something new in it. What
is new in it is the comprehensive readiness of the Arabs, decided by consensus,
unfortunately, for a historic settlement with the Zionist entity and a solution on
22 percent of the land of Palestine, together with talk about the right of retumn in
which there is no call upon Israel to adhere to Resolution 194. I see this as a new
concession under the signboard of the search for any solution at all for the Palestine
problem, something that puts all the Arab regimes under obligation to defend the
Palestinian Arab people and the Palestinian cause as the core of the Arab cause.

QUESTION: Don’t you see the resolution of the Central Committee of the ruling
Israeli Likud Party as an acceptance of this initiative?

SAADAT: 1 think that before the Likud issued its resolution, the Arab initiative
encouraged Sharon to invade the Palestinian territories,

QUESTION: How do you evaluate the performance of the Palestine Authority on
the ground during the recent invasion?

SAADAT: What happened during the recent invasion is the result of an
accumulation from the previous stage; an accumulation of weakness that began
with the agreement (o enter into the course of the Madrid Conference and wound
up with the Oslo Agreements and their implementation. The Palestine Authority,
in the framework of a comprehensive evaluation, was not able to carry on correct
political negotiations and to make gains and achieve resulis on the ground. It was
not able to seize control of the fundamentals for defending the Palestinian people,
nor to build institutions that could run the social and vital affairs of the people,
nor to lay the foundations for the birth of a modern and democratic political
system able to arouse enthusiasm, harness energies, and employ them in the cause
of domestic construction. Therefore the performance was overwhelmingly a failure.
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a radical voice from Palestine

members of the Front who have been hanging back or who had left the Front to
come back to its ranks. The stage that followed Oslo and before the Intifada. on
the other hand, witnessed a decline in the role and activity of the Front. Do you
have a plan to bring back the role and place of the Popular Front, and what are its
features?

SAADAT: What I can say and what reflects reality is that the Front has correct
guidelines in this area. guidelines it has adopted at three stages: the stage of
holding the Sixth National Congress, the stage of the Intifada. and the latest and
most outstanding stage when the crime of murdering Abu Ali Mustafa inflamed
the feelings of comrades and friends and of all Palestinian patriots. It motivated
them to return and join the ranks out of loyalty to their leader, to their party, and
to their people. I say with optimism that our comrades, men and women, who
were officially outside the organizational ranks were never for one day outside of
general patriotic activity. Many of them did not wait for initiatives or plans to be
issued by the Party. Rather, they signed on and merged themselves and their
activity with party work, with the party program. Some of them are cadres who
possess gifts and a valuable stock of experience and who have the ability also to
participate in drawing up the arrangements and programs to win back those who
remain officially outside the ranks of the Party, and also to attract those among
the masses who are ready to join the activity of the Party, its institutions. or its
associated commitices. In the framework of a thorough evaluation and despite my
optimism that is derived from my knowing the strength of character and spirit of
responsibility that the members of the Party and its cadres possess, their legacy,
and militant history, I say that until now the arrangements and programs that
have been drawn up do not respond to what is demanded and necessary to integrate
the army of the Party into an actual organization and (o translate into reality its
militant, patriotic, and democratic program. This requires a serious examination
by all levels of the general cadres in the Popular Front.

AL-HADAF: The Palestinian Patriotic Democratic Current remains divided despite
the efforts that have been made to bring it together and unite it in the course of the
past vear. These efforts have had no reverberation in the streets. What is your
position on that? When will we hear of a Union of Palestinian democrats?

SAADAT: Before uniting the democratic patriotic current there first must be
unanimity on what it means, what its ideological identity is, on its political and
social program, in order to define the motivating forces of this current and those
who support its multifaceted program. This concept is necessarily fluid, yet it
provides the bases for leading our people’s democratic and patriotic struggle. As
we sce it in the Popular Front, for this union to be patriotic and democratic in
word and deed, it can only be leftist and radically and seriously opposed to the
program of the Palestinian Authority. Therefore, it cannot be a part of a coalition
within the Authority’s government. This is because of the essential opposition of
the interests of the popular classes that a democratic union would represent, to
the private interests of the class coalition that leads the Palestine Authority. Here
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to return to the homeland? |
would like to point out that
we are nol acting using a
remote-control device. We
do not want to forget that the
Oslo agreements led to a
division in the Palestinian
street. They disappointed the
people and created an
atmosphere of despair. In
addition, there have been the
Arab peace agreements from
Camp David to Wadi ‘Araba
that left the Arab world in a
wretched situation. Faced
with these conditions. is it
possible for leaders to work
in so calm a manner?

QUESTION: This was
noteworthy among the
Palestinians disbursed
abroad. But is it possible for this “consciousness” to lead to some kind of movement
among the Palestinians on the outside, in your view? That is, is it possible to
summon up the era of the Popular Front in the seventies?

KHALED: I will come back at you with an opposite question. Did you ever hear
of any demonstrations in the streets of Muscat and other cities in Oman? They are
happening now. This shows that Palestinian blood has also been transfused into
the veins of Omanis, and of Saudi brothers and sisters too. This is a kind of
progress that leads to great optimism. We cannot forget what the brothers did in
Bahrain. They have even begun to talk about the American military installations.
Look at what the Kuwaitis have done! They all rose in response to the blood of the
Palestinians. But I must say that I am absolutely not for the Arab Nation being
turned into charitable associations. Certainly it is important that financial assistance
be provided because the infrastructure of the Palestinian society has been totally
destroyed. But it is more important to prevent destruction in the first place, and to
take resolute positions.
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a radical voice from Palestine

AL-HADAF: The Intifada still is in need of active leadership in the field, not to
mention its need for a political program and collective political leadership. This
situation has opened the door to the initiatives of individuals and the spread of
certain negative phenomena in its performance, leading to fears that it may be
undermined. How will the Popular Front work to provide political protection for
the Intifada and to strengthen its leadership in the field?

SAADAT: Since the Palestinian people’s Intifada broke out, fed and strengthened
by heroic attacks by resistance fighters, it has carried within itself the possibility
of rising and developing and moving on to more advanced things further along
the path of attaining the direct national goals of our people at this stage. It also
carried within itself the opposite possibility: that it would spin its wheels without
moving forward. that it would fail, or take up a position as a tool for clearing
away obstacles that hinder negotiations between the Palestine Authority and Israel.
To put it more broadly and precisely, it carried withinitself a contradiction between
two parallel political programs that dovetail (o the extent that the programs shared
interests.

The first program is the one that sces the path of negotiations as having
yielded the maximum possible during at the time of Camp David. This maximum
does not reflect the limit that is nationally acceptable in attaining our people’s
national goals within the framework delimited by the “ceiling” of what United
Nations resolutions permit. These national goals are the right of Palestinians to
return, to achieve self-determination, and to establish an independent state in the
borders of the land occupied in 1967, with Jerusalem as its capital. This program
sees that persisting in the negotiations will lead objectively to lowering that
“ceiling,” that nationally acceptable minimum limit, regardless of what anyone
intends or desires. Therefore, this program sees the Intifada and resistance struggle
as the alternative dictated by circumstances and by the arrival of the Oslo
negotiations at their destined dead end.

The other program, represented by the Palestine Authority, regards the
strategic path of the plan for attaining our people’s national goals to be negotiations.
It sees the Intifada as a tactical means to improve the “ceiling” of what the Israeli
side proposes for a peace settlement.

In the framework of this contradiction, the Intifada has continued and the
resistance struggle has escalated. Phases of negotiations have also continued in
Paris, Washington, Sharm al-Shaykh, and Taba. In addition it was in the framework
of this reality that there took place the acceptance of the Mitchell report although
it was incapable of giving any practical form to a peace settlement and also the
Tenet document on a cease-fire.

Without resolving this contradiction also, we will proceed talking about a
duality of political rhetoric, about the need to raise our unity in the field to the
level of national political unity, about concern that the Intifada might be
overwhelmed by some crippled agreement emerging at a phase of the negotiations,
or a lack of symmetry between the Authority’s institutional structure and the
Intifada’s need to develop.

To put it more clearly and exactly and using revolutionary scientific language
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As for us, we say, we want a serious review of administrative and financial
corruption in the Authority. We have presented files about that to President Arafat,
following up on the subject, vet nothing of that sort has happened. These big
mistakes have been committed, yet when we speak of political, administrative,
and financial reforms we do not approach them as if they were the main
contradiction facing our people. Our main contradiction is with the occupation.
At the moment when the [Israeli] offensive was against Yasir Arafat as a symbol
and as the leader of the Palestine Liberation Organization, and the President of
the Palestine National Authority. all of us lined up behind him. We said clearly
that we don’t want and we will not accept Sharon changing our leadership. We
united during this attack as one unit. But when we encounter a political error, we
say “this is a political error,” and we mobilize the masses of our Palestinian people
so that the picture will become clear before our people. We are in a state of war.
and in this situation the leadership should become a leadership of national
emergency. Unfortunately, this has not taken place and we are still screaming
“Release the prisoners!” “Don’t agree to expulsion!”.

QUESTION: The reaction of the Palestinian armed organizations indicates that
they feel that what is going on is bigger than it is?

KHALED: That’s right. Is there anything bigger than the United Nations as a
source of international legality? Yet this legality was not able to move one
ambulance o save wounded people.

QUESTION: Are we in the conditions of 1936 and 19487

KHALED: We are in the conditions of 2002 after America has declared that
whoever is not with it is against it, so it will fight “terrorism,” and it has called all
the strata of the Palestinian resistance “terrorist.” As to us, we see that their main
aim in that is to strike at the fighting spirit of the people. For that reason Yasir
Arafat was besieged. For he possesses a history of struggle. in spite of his signature
on the Oslo agreements. To put it simply, what they want is an Antoine Lahd
[one-time commander of the south Lebanese militia that served as puppet forces
of the Israeli occupation)]. For them it is unacceptable for Arafat to be anything
less than that. Because he refused that, he was besieged.

QUESTION: Did he refuse or was he simply not able to?

KHALED: No. No. He refused. But he was not able to bridle the exisling situation
in Palestine. And in general, no one will be able to stop our people from struggling.
To be more precise, Yasir Arafat believed that by concluding the Oslo agreements
he would be able to attain a Palestinian state, simply by being there. Yet in the
end we saw how the Palestine Authority was less capable than its people. In fact
it showed that it was incapable of understanding this enemy, in spite of the fact
that the the Zionist movement, according to my opinion, is the biggest and strongest
movement that human history has witnessed in the course of time. Yet the Palestine
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a radical voice from Palestine

AL-HADAF: How do you see the possibilitics and paths to participation in
Palestinian national political decision making? Will it be through the Palestine
Authority s monopolization of decision making even in the framework of a
government of National Unity, or will it be through the Palestine Liberation
Organization? And what will be the form and content of the national emergency
leadership for which you are calling?

SAADAT: I answered part of this question in the course of my answer to the
previous question. On that basis, | would say in summary that the leading institution
that represents the unity of our people and embodies the content of the aims of its
national program is the Palestine Liberation Organization. It is the PLO that
must constitute the means for Palestinian decision making. On this basis the first
requirement for achieving the participation of all groups and parties and the people
in political decision making begins with rebuilding the Palestine Liberation
Organization. This must begin with the Palestinian National Council, which still
has the composition it was formed with in 1968. Today the “legality of the struggle”
is no longer sufficient to confer legitimacy on the PLO as the representative of our
people. It has come to require the support of popular legality through the direct,
popular election of representatives of the Palestinian guerrilla organizations and
institutions to the National Council insofar as that is possible. And that is possible
in most concentrations of the masses of our population. This would also conform
to the Basic Organization of the Palestine Liberation Organization, second section,
paragraph five.

By relying on the PLO as our authority in decision making, we will have
met the first of our conditions for an agreement on the outlines of a political
program for the period of the Intifada, since it would mean the end of the institutions
of the self-rule authority, as expressed groups, for this period. It would mean the
transfer of authority to the PLO for a transitional stage until elections for the
institutions of the PLO are ready. This is what we called for in the last session of
the Central Council. It also formed the basis for our resumption of participation
in the Executive Committee. With the launch and continuation of the Intifada the
need increased for these steps and for building the institutions of the Palestinian
people to provide a conditional cohesiveness for supporting the development of
the Intifada and developing it. At the time when the Intifada came to push things
in this direction, it also threw down a number of complications besides, providing
a permit for the birth of a transitional form that prepares the way to the
implementation of these requirements.

On that basis, the proposal tabled by the Popular Front in November sought
the transfer of authority to the Palestine Liberation Organization and a declaration
of the end of the stage of administrative self-rule. We saw in the Executive
Committee, after it was expanded to include all the political forces of our people,
and all the popular and social organizations, a model for a temporary national
emergency leadership. Its formation would be preceded by a comprehensive
national dialogue in which all the political and social representative groups of
our people would participate in laying out the political program of this leadership.
It would be a program that would focus on setting up the Palestinian state and
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corruption, and the apparatus of the Authority. We have condemned political
arrests and the state securily courts because we see that them as part of a pattern
of striking blows at general freedoms in Palestinian society, and we still condemn
this. We have tried by peaceful and democratic means to rally the masses around
it in order to press the Authority so that the Palestine Authority would not tum
into a tool in the hands of Israel. as is envisaged by the Israclis who aspire to
having the agencies of the Palestine Authority reduced to the role of a tool of
Israeli security. Current Palestinian experience demonstrates that these Israeli
hopes have been nothing but silliness and wishing in the wind, because we have
seen how the Palestinian security men deal with the Zionist occupation. But today
one of the conditions put forward by the United States of America and Israel after
this experience is that the Palestinian security forces must be combined into one
agency under a leadership that Israel approves of. Unfortunately. the reorganization
of the Palestine Authority has come in response (o an American-Isracli demand,
and not based on the need that was basically an urgent need already. Therefore we
say that any response to any Israeli conditions, whether related to security matters
or to other things, just shows that the modality of Palestinian political activity
and the Authority’s course have not changed and they have not benefited from
anything that has happened. We have noted that the statements by officials of the
Palestine National Authority, cabinet ministers and chiefs of security agencies,
reveal differences of opinions indicating that there are open lines to the Israelis or
the Americans with the aim of delivering sacrificial offerings to please Israel and
America so that that they will make this or that person the outstanding figure in
the coming period.

QUESTION: Do you think that the sacrificial offering is precisely the Palestinian
people?

KHALED: The Palestinian people have never for a day been a sacrificial offering.
They are a sacrifice for their homeland alone.

QUESTION: Some say that what happened to the General Secretary of the Popular
Front was the presentation of a sacrificial offering?

KHALED: We have declared our position rejecting this measure. We condemned
his arrest and all the Palestinian forces and the masses were with us. Many marched
in numerous spontancous demonstrations in front of the presidential headquarters
to condemn the arrest [of the Ahmad Saadat, General Secretary of the Popular
Front]. and to state that this arrest was an offense and that it is impermissible for
the Palestine Authority to go to such lengths. Fighters must not be put on trial.
What does Ze’evi represent to the Palestinian people? Or to the supreme national
interest of the Palestinian people? His was the strongest voice calling for the
expulsion and “transfer” of the Palestinians from their homeland. Rather than
bringing Sharon and his gang before an international court for trial as war
criminals, and regardless of any pressures that might be exerted on President
Yasir Arafat, we find no justification for this arrest [of the PFLP General Secretary
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a radical voice from Palestine

SAADAT: That mechanism requires a basis of productivity and professionalism
rather than membership in one of the political organizations or in extended families,
or patronage. The popular institutions aside from the aspects which could be
criticized, such as their sources of funding, or the role of this or that particular
institution with their general orientation on the network’s activity and actions.
serve to complement the role of the political parties in supporting the Intifada and
resistance struggle. This is in addition to their nominal roles in responding to the
needs of the poor among the people. whether that be in the area of health care, or
agriculture, or human rights, or family care, or help with household finance, or
training for qualifications, or other fields of endeavor. This role has become
prominent in the area of energizing the struggle for the right of return. and
energizing Europeans around the slogans for international and popular protection,
whereby groups of volunteers take up positions in arcas of confrontation. In
addition, there was the outstanding role played by the network of such groups in
the Durban Conference and the level of pressure and influence they exerted in
cooperation with the Arab popular institutions and friendly international
institutions. To sum up, we view with satisfaction the role of the popular institutions
and the maturation of their leaderships, but we should not stop at just “being
satisfied.” We must reinforce the role of these institutions by energizing the
complementary. democratic relationship between them and the political parties,
and by impelling their leaders to advanced positions in national decision making
and in leading bodies of the Intifada, including their positions in the parties’
centers of political decision making, in order to bring about a situation where
there is mutual influence between their role and the role of the political parties,
and in order to bring about the necessary development of the networks and channels
of political activity in Palestinian society.

AL-HADAF: The Popular Front made a name for itself by its innovation of popular
strategic slogans. But these slogans have stopped short of being translated into
detailed practical slogans, whether nationally or democratically and socially. Is
there a plan to overcome this difficulty? How is the Popular Front working (o
create deeply rooted, detailed slogans that also enjoy popularity?

SAADAT: The description you gave in your question is correct, and it reflects an
organizational, structural, and programmatic defect. The basis for this defect is
that our leadership does not bring together in its primary leading center all the
preliminaries, outlines, and draft resolutions of organizations, departments, and
specialized committees that it needs in the fields of national and social democratic
struggle. In addition, the central leadership has a weakness in the area of its role
in the field. This is the role that brings it close to feeling the concerns of the
masses, to defining their needs, and re-formulating them in the form of a slogan
and a goal and in laying down the mechanism to attain it.

Our comrade, the outstanding leader Abu Ali Mustafa felt this defect and
proposed two essential points fora program to organize our work. The first focused
on the need for the Central Committee to divide work among specialized
committees like parliamentary commiilees to energize it as a comprehensive
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Interview with Leila Khaled

Leila Khaled, a member of the
Central Committee of the Popular Front
Jor the Liberation of Palestine and
member of the Palestine National
Council, has said that some officials in
the Palestine National Authority, some
cabinet ministers and other security
chiefs, have made statements reflecting
a sharp difference of opinion, a fact
indicating that there are open lines to the
Israelis or the Americans with the aim of
making sacrificial offerings to please
Israel and America so that they will make *
this or that person the outstanding figure
in the coming period.

She added in an interview with the United Arab Emirates paper “al-Bavan,’
published on May 22, 2002, that Sharon s campaign against the Palestinian people
has not yet borne fruit, and that the Palestine Authority is called upon to benefit
Jiom its experience of previous negotiations with the Zionists in order to reach
the goals and regain the rights that all strata of the Palestinian people are working
to compel Israel to accede to.

Leila Khaled said that what is taking place in the region is bigger than the
power of the Palestinian armed organizations to confront, but that does not mean
that they cannot resist it and halt it. She pointed out that the current period is one
in which Washington has declared that whoever is not with it is against it. The
Jfollowing is the text of the interview as it appeared in “al-Bayan" newspaper.

QUESTION: There are those who say that the Palestinian negotiating practices
have led to the big holes that the Palestine Authority has kept falling into over
many long years. How do you read the political movements of the Palestine
Authority in view of what is said to the effect that the more pressure that is applied
to the Authority, the more it makes concessions?

KHALED: I believe that the Oslo line in addition to a failure to review the eight
years of political activity and the latest all-out offensive indicate that this entity is
just being lead by a gang, and that gang is not fit for negotiating.

If we examine what went on during the recent invasion we will be convinced
that none of the results that the Palestine Authority with its old mechanism aspired
to will be attained. It has been tested in the past, and has been tested up until now
and at every stage it has established its failure and inability to fulfill the dreams of
the Palestinian people. Unfortunately and in spite of all the appeals that were
issued, whether within the Palestine Liberation Organization or outside of it on
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a radical voice from Palestine

from the kitchens that cooked up the agreements of Taba, Washington, and Cairo
hasn’t cleared for a moment? The point of beginning and the tie that makes our
position solid and firm is securing a solid Palestinian national embrace for the
Intifada. This in turn will transform us into a body to exert real pressure, in
addition to the pressure of the Arab people, to work for solid and firm official
Arab resolve.

As to the popular embrace throughout the whole Arab Homeland, this matter
requires effort and a systematic plan in order to activate all the forms and
frameworks of popular Arab activity, so as to supply them with a solid position
derived from the field of confrontation, and with the means of support that we
need. This is apart from the fact that it is a project of the forces that are in agreement
with the option of the Intifada and resistance as a basis for achieving our Palestinian
people’s goals at this stage. It is also™a basic task for our people’s political forces
beyond Palestine.

AL-HADAF: Since 1990 the situation has been hard on the Palestinian cause.
That situation was made more complicated after the explosions in New York and
Washington and the ensuing war against Afghanistan and other candidate
countries. How will you handle these circumstances in a way that serves the
Palestinian cause?

SAADAT: If we agree that the Intifada and the resistance constituie a situation
wherein our people are defending their national rights, their land, their holy places,
their national identity. and their culture and dignity, then based on that we must
demand a solution that goes beyond the declared Israeli maximum. This approach
leads to the consecration of the logic of pragmatism while it obscures the principled
opposition that we must take toward the new imperialist hegemony of globalisation
being forced upon the countries and peoples of the world. This approach also
leads objectively, under the mantle of warding off dangers and denying Sharon
opportunities to profit from the international situation under American cover, to
pressure on the Palestinian Authority to stop the resistance and the Intifada, lest
it be consigned to the “terrorist” category. This position has had ramifications,
beginning with the repression of the student demonstration in Gaza, and going as
far as opening fire on them. There has been an attack on the Popular Front because
it undertook to kill one of the most prominent symbols of racism and criminality
in the Zionist government in response to its policy of assassinations and its targeting
of the first political ranks of the Palestinian leadership. I hope that this does not
continue, because a policy that is.not built on a principled basis, that focuses on
illusions, will only lead to frittering away our factors of strength and our means of
self-defence, leaving us exhausted and incapable even of achieving the kind of
solutions that were offered to us in the past.

The second approach to the Intifada centers on the principled position that
is based on the place occupied by the Palestinian struggle on the map of global
contradictions and the international and Arab revolutionary effort. This leads us
to stake out a position that condemns the form of terrorism exported by Americans
as globalisation, the latest form of their imperialism; to use this position to forge
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alliances between the Arab regimes and the Arab popular forces that are opposed
to the latest war of aggression against the peoples; and to strive to form the broadest
possible world front to stand in the face of the new imperialism. Of overarching
importance is that this three-fold tactic be applied in tandem with an escalation of
the Intifada and the resistance. Otherwise, if the Intifada and the resistance decline
while more moderate parallel activities are being pursued, the self-interest of our
Palestinian people will be forfeited.

One may choose to avoid confronting a bull while it is stampeding around
him, but avoiding confrontation at such a moment does not alleviate the eventual
or present danger of falling under its hooves. Avoiding confrontation might appear
“wise” and “logical” to one who draws up his policies in the coffee houses, offices,
and parlors of diplomatic activity. But this approach appears impotent to one who
builds his political position on the results of battles in the field. The contrast
likens that between a slave who sees his master angry and breaks his strike out of
fear of punishment and the free man who works as a slave, confronts his master.
and starts a slave revolt that sweeps away his master’s authority, liberating all
slaves and returning bread, humanity, and dignity to each one of them.

The point of departure in this situation is in defining the goals of the mad
bull. We all agree that these goals are evident in America’s efforts to achieve total
world hegemony. This hegemony means that even if the bull does not trample us
today, it will trample us under its hooves and finish us off tomorrow. So which is
the more useful policy, then, to resist this bull, or to throw ourselves under its
hooves?

AL-HADAF: There exist international situations that in many ways parallel the
Palestinian situation, such as Ireland, the Basques, and South Africa. Is the Popular
Front clearly familiar with these situations, especially as regards secret and open
work, forms of struggle, and organization? What can you derive from these
situations that can be applied to the work of the Popular Front?

SAADAT: I agree that there are broad parallels between the conditions of the
struggle of our people and the struggle of the Irish and Basque peoples, particularly
after the birth of the Oslo Authority and the deepening of linkages between our
national and our social democratic ‘goals. This conclusion leads to the need for
organizational forms of work that are appropriate to the actual conditions of our
struggle. What is needed is a solid apparatus for struggle that is able to resist and
to achieve the successes that lead to victory, the successes that we need for our
national struggle against the occupation. In addition we need an open political
and mass organization to lead the masses to play a national role and defend their
democratic and social democratic rights. The preliminaries for this form of struggle
were there in the years of struggle against the occupation, and it was possible to
effect a qualitative leap in the mass organization, to unite it.into a mass political
apparatus that constitutes the open side of the party organization. What happened,
in fact, was that things were turned over and we walked on our heads, rather than
on our feet. This caused great damage in the form of losing mass support and
great power in the conditions of an explosion of the national struggle with the
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